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gone great change, and. my views must 
cbange accordingly. Had the bow-string 
been pot on the neck of Meonias at the 
hour. I advised, the world had been at 
peace ; bat now, as it appears to me that 
Persia in fatnre. would be a better ally 
than Rome, the world shall be at war. 
Rome refused to suffer my brethren to be 
redeemed from the mines of Egyp t 
Egypt shall be ours. And he spread 
before him, on the table, varions. books 
and plans, over which he silently pon- 
dered until interrupted by llie arrival of 
Caleb from Italy, whither he had at- 
tended Antiochus, who had been sent to 
inform the Roman senate of the late dis- 
"astrous events in Syria. 

Though anxious to learn the result of 
the emhassy, Elkanah still adhered to 
his insolent practice of never questioning 
.an inferior, and contipaed, scarcely no- 
ticing the entrance. of Cateb,^ to turn 
over the leaves of a bQ0k of fortification^ 
Caleb however, wilfully or naturally blind 
to the prid^ of the great Elk^uab, kept 




aUEEN OP PALMYRA* * 

him not long in suspense^ bnt amply 
detailed every particular of their recep- 
tion from 'Gullienus, the emperor. He 
had scarcely concluded^ when Antiochus 
entered. Elkanab arose^ and slowly tra- 
versed the room^ the fever of indignation 
bnming in his heart. — ^The words, said 
Caleb, were more than once repeated by 
Gallienns, and in the presence of hia 
ootiit ; nay, he laaghed the low ignoble 
laagh of bnffiionery. ^ Odenatbus dead !* 
exclaiined he, ^ and Herodian also! Has** 
band, son, and nephew, in one day cat 
offl Three infant sovereigns, I grant, are 
more aceonimodating to the future views 
of that warlike, ambitious woman. I 
should have acted as she hath, wherefore, 
iQst^ad of resenting the deaths of my co- 
partners in- the empire, I commend her 
policy/ 

Base and abhorred in»inuation! ex:- 
claimecl Antiochus ; words that could 
only issue from the lips of a Gallienus 
and bis flatterers: but since we cannot 
punish^ better they be buried in silence; 
B 2 



4' ZINOBIA, 

for what would be the feelings of my 
daughter^ Were sbe told of them. No, kt 
l>er be only informed, what is strictly 
trpe^ that the Ronlaia empire moaras h&t 
loss ; fo^at 9ot the woi*ds of its imnlt- 
i»g'i»{|sti^r^ lest from that Iwiir, Zenobia 
-WW eternal hatred to Rofaie, and tbeveby 
break tlMt aUiance on which onr safety 
^ a Datioa depends. 

Tbiis hdd Antiocthas unintetttionally 
^aled the t^ery measure against wbi(4 he 
pleaded ; the idea cariie tfpcn the hrain 
of Elkanak^ and be hafstemed to. putit ift 
eosecocion* As he left his palace to repair 
to tikat of the queen, As&tisted by Pevsia, 
Parthia, India, and Arabia^ said iie, we 
may yet bridle the fips of Gallienu8«-^nd 
Judea no longer a Roman province ! I 
«ha11 yet g^verii Jndea* 

Entering the palace, he repaired to 
the plivale study of Zenobia, and found 
her engaged in writing, wfaidi employment 
akHS^ cdnvinoed him tllat he Stood not 
before a beauteous marble statue arrayed 
bj tiie hands of fency in lobes of black ; 
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tbat settkd gii^f^ that loqk of &(ed d^ 
spair^ that hopdb^ lodi&i^iice ta nil 
cartlily ejE^oymeotSy time had (aibcr en- 
aeaied than diiainisheil. She recei?^ 
hernnde cdarteQosly, and layi(^.a&i4e 
the pen^ took up the needle. 

Where is ufj sister ? oiqnired £1- 
kanai).'*^Wil^ the children in my ca- 
bin«rt;.-^Can we be overhesurd ?— I Imovr 
not.-^Art tboa at leisnre tp listen to m^^ 
-^Sb^ bov^d in silen^e.'^'^Thy father 
AniioGdvas is fetnroed from Rome'^^ 
Eooie Jtondoles with tbee and Palnjyra ; 
the people of Greece are* also teedy to 
.Sionm with tb^ ;^iqted ; one ma^ alone 
jne^n^ed not; ^^ w^ not afflictedn*^e 
waa v^|oi^.<i<^2enttbia ipokad up.^-'^-^xajl- 
lienas^ the ^m^wvt Miat.seen to UngH; 
he more than l9i;^hie4 **«* be reieflled. 
Caleb hatb Uwi tnfoyriped me: be pow- 
dered hi^ hair withgoIde4» 4ust, fastened 
oa his head a ^rpwn of hrilUant rap^ 
and ca^l^d Jbin»seif Apollo, |a oowe- 
(}«iepce qjf tba f^leasi^g n^ms from Syrift^ 
he £(^1^ th«t4ay aflpioQg ti^e 8^«#^e^» 
B 3 



6 ZENOBIA^ 

attacked a tRstle built of melons^ antf 
slept on a bed of flowers. 

Zenobia^ scarcely conscious of £1- 
kanah's discourse or presence^ continued 
her work;— Doth not this account move 
thy anger ?-*-No, my uncle : hadst thou 
told me, that oh such an occasion, a 
Trajan had laughed — a Titus, a Vespa- 
sian had revelled, I had grieved: but a 
Crallienns ! did he not even thus on hearing 
his father was a prisoner ? Hath he ever 
made one attempt to redeem him ? Wer^ 
not some citizens of Rome put to death for 
seddtig ifhe emperor's father among th« 
ransomed captives from Persia ? Thy ac- 
count resembles that of him, who, after 
die murder of Seneca, told another that 
Nero had stabbed his favourite el^hant. 

I have only related to thee the actions 
of trallienus, replied Elkanah ; wilt thou 
hear his words? He was heard in fall 
senate to boast that it was his hand that 
tnade thy husband king ; that he alone 
may give creams, and take crowns away ; 
and he is at this moment considering on 
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wbom he shall bestow the crown of Pal- 
iDyra.~-ElkaDah had gained his point; 
that pnre and rosy blood which had not 
for many months appeared either in the 
cheeks or lips of Zenobia, now rushed 
wildly into them — types of innocence 
and beauty securing the dirones given 
them by nature and OdenaAus. But. 
when Elkanah seizing his advantage, re- 
counted to her^ word for word, the re-- 
marks of Gallienus, his insinuations, his 
^urcasms> his open accusation of her 
having been accessary to the murder of 
her husband and his son, the colour 
again forsook her countenance, her eyes 
were cast upwards, and her joined hands 
raised as if in speechless agony invoking 
the spirits of Odenathus and Herodian to 
conae down in her justification. 

Thou Father of heaven, who wit- 
nessed what then passed in her heart, 
canst alone tell what that heart for a 
few moments suffered I could words ex- 
press her wounded feelingfl These were 

B4 



erey b/est expressed bjf diknee-r-but liif 
resultof that ftileoc^ * 

Thus is: our globe^ thus mdnkmd ^- 
tated and ruled by t£e priva);e passions 
of a few, solitary indjlvidjials^ QaJUenaa 
at ^Qme bijt.made one perbaps thooghtr 
1^ obsyervatj^n^ accQiD^amed by the low 
grimace of a jester ; this being brougbt 
from Rome to {^altayra> was exaggerated 
to Zenobia ; and the saiue day the roads 
from Palmyra to every quarjef of the 
world^ wei*a covered with couriers and 
ttiessengers. 

To Egypt a declaration was sent^ and 
Zabdas^ witlx seventy thousand men^ 
(militiay Syrians^ and northern troops) 
were the beaiirers ; it set forth that Zeno* 
]}ia, the descendant of Cleopatra, who las|: 
fiwayed that aceptre^ wrested froj^a h^' ^y 
Hqman tyranny^ now, claimed bei* vjght, 
and that Zabdas would sustain her title 
to that throne. Elkanah^ with gifts of 
peace and an honourable esportj wa; dis- 
patched tp ]j|^atas4>with pfpposaJU of 
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amity to Sapor^ the soccesBor of Cyrii9» 
tbe son of Artaxerxes> king of kiogs^ aivd 
rigktfal possessor of the tripk diadem- 
Victorinns and Baiista were empow^r^ 
to rsose sixty tbowaod Arnieaiand «a4 
Arabians; aod Aqtioc^us was sent t^ 
Asia Minor^ there to mpllie kopwA thf 
pretensions of Z^enobia* 

Egyjpt was fopqaered, mA Za^a^ 
retaraed to Paimyra^ aqoomplbniied hf 
the gv^t Timageoes of Ptolemais^ who^ 
having declared for the interests of Syria» 
came to receiy^ his reward, one Ipok of 
die Syrian qneen. Elkanah caine h«ifek 
froix^ Persia with Statiras, bringing gifts 
of {leafie ai^d frietiddbip. Vietdsinqs ^l>- 
caifip^ h|s ne^ levies beyond i)^ h^h 
of XhaipsaicQs, and Zenobia, at the hef^ 
Af her ^nskits, went to meet Heraolian^ 
the JRoman general^ who was osk. his iH^ay 
to attook Patthia; not now the wife, the 
JMr^e, the guardian, tibe shield of Od«- 
3uuhiiis> bat the spirit of Ode«)ath«i9 it- 
self. . Zaooieiia fodght, Sm, HeracHaii 
fleds lAd. to Ms fli^t was lOrwiBg the 
B 5 



10 J^ENOBIA, 

death of Gallienas. To avoid the fate of 
unsuccessful commanders, Heraclian hid 
his dishonoured head in Scythia, where 
conspiring with the disaffec^ted, a Roman 
named Claudius was proclaimed emperor, 
and Gallienus was assassinated beneath 
the walls of Milan. 

Claudius, unlike his predecessor, a 
man of virtue, valour, wisely politic, and 
honourably prudent, at hi& election com- 
manded the sword to be sheathed. In 
vain was he urged to check the alarming 
progress of the Syrian arms — in vain, at 
his assumption of the purple^ the senate 
•five times cried out. Oh, Emperor Clau- 
dius, deliver us from the Palmyrenians ! 
and Again seven times. Oh, Claudius^ 
testae ts from 2^nobia and Victoria! 
be answered not a word, gave no pro- 
miad, no explanation of his conduct. 
Leaving Tetricns to rule the west^ atid 
Zenobia the east, he turned his arms 
against the Goths and Scythians; and 
• thus in tw^^ears did Zenobia, vnthout 
oppositioD^ render herself mistress of 
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Egypt, Abyssinia, Ethiopia, Medla^ Par- 
thia, and Mesopotamia. 

OIi^ hasten onward, hasten to the ac- 
complishment of all things — ^pass with 
the rapidity of the conqu^ors themselves, 
over events like these ; war is war, and 
Mibjagatioiis are all alike — dwell not on 
snch : foat^ arriving at an interval of 
peace^ there pause, there stop to breathe^ 
and look arovmd ; stop with delight on 
the frnits of peace^ and linger with plea- 
sure when describing the progress of 
science, industry, arts, and knowledge. 
Say, how great, how extensive is now the 
kingdom of Palmyirene, stretching from 
Enpihrates to the Propontis, and from 
Mount Taurus to the southern limits of 
Ethiopia I How flourishing now Pal- 
myra, the emporium of the East, who 
widi one hand collects in the Indies its 
gold and pearls, its ivory, silks, and 
spices, and with the other scatters then» 
over the West, thereby encreasing her 
own wealth to a boundlesMxtent I The 
Palmyri of this day no more resemblfif 
b6 
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the Palmyra whicb^ sdon years hCEStf 
Zenobia Wept over, ibMU tke Some Idf 
Romdlos eodid be ccanparodtoihe Borne 
of An^stas Caeisar* A >cl)Bin of tawsa 
extending iront it &roiig1i tbe fajiit 
(itself the gltnioascefiftre), gminuUj oi^ 
panding ciuclenfier dinck^ .until now fiir^ 
4si\f far beyond its natoral moxuitauK-baiv 
sien, it batik attuned tiie siinmit af 
<artli1y magnificenoe ! 

Farm in thy ima^nation tiro anctt 
crossing a bovBdlesB desert^ hB9fctning'to 
overtaioe liheir caravan gime oniiBforBy 
watched by a fdandenng faoiHte of Arabs* 
The fiist appears in aight^ clad'in a 
simple sbepbeid coat: Iub person diginS- 
fied, fihn^ ahd msudy; erery poisshed 
limb> «very feistiire displaying Ittidtl^ 
grace^ and good-wiil; he loolcs at tbe' 
Arab^ and smiling, points te liia cimt^ 
his scdfi and shepherd ^taff, aiid^^SBa 
unmolested. The second, attaii^er jap^ 
proaches^ a svuerb eolossa) ^fignre, iaortag 
lieavily^'eDcJHLeredvrifili his omsjwigirt^ 
kis kidAf enb widcred gameitks^ Ids piU^ 
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^ithffjf^ idktiAc^i al cautious »»«pici0» 
9tA f^mj It^ trmn\A^ nt the D^eigkw^ 
^ the wil4 a6€^*^b0 eftarta at tlie leaf 
fa)#wA to Ilia f^et .by the wlrxl ; be sees 
tlie •pdngifig^ Adi'ftb ; his ff^t ave eetaq*- 
gte^ in the fiisig^.Qf bia rai«e«t-^^ 
6titir^$ to €#»^jt.ao<} iftts* Sa^b, ab, 
Pulntyro ! n^ert tbpvi oi)idef OdeQatbuft*-** 
SQi^ met tiMn now, 

{« foil aMemi^y of the ^qple o» bw 
mtaTB f fom the cumjpi^&t of A«a Mivkm, 
4}f vRbieh Sttbynia aJone »0w remained 
to RoQic^ Z^nnhia a^dafeas^ ber female 
MbjecHt^eKpimsly swvnoii^d pa the 00- 
easion — Let no \!wi9»9a bcn^^eferth pji^o- 
rasm ;to folJdw wy eiXawpte, pr imitate 
m iiw*tQffti» * '^Pii4¥«cti 'wbiob mwmr 

^ced in 1k^ pt^ioto J a« pl^md ia. 
As a4isM^hlc»V f^ay {)a^a«3 bere present 
vejugr ^itMSf^i .a^>»iwifei you.dU wiir 
n&BMd^ as a tei0tbe|>r-ii#i7€ii* ^^ball. my 



14 Z£KOBIA^ 

and then will I gladly stand beneath its 
shadow ; by me shall thid shield of defence 
be held before them^ nntil nature and the 
blood that fills their veins bids them no 
longer hide behind it. This throne was 
not the gift of the Roman^ but yours, O 
Palmyrenians; yon gave it to Odenathus, 
and never will you see these children of 
Odenathus torn from it I The sword fell 
from her trembling grasp, the shield was 
eagerly caught from her by Timagenes, 
the Egyptian, for he had seen a tear fall 
«pon that shield, and while Hevennianua 
and Timolaas, her eldest boys, clasped 
her knees, she folded Vaballathns, the 
youngest, to her breast. 

Again recovering herself, she looked 
around upon the multitude with the pure 
affection of a mother. Do not misconstrue 
ny words, she said, or be ofiended, but 
of a truth, there are three species of 
beings on earth, men, women, and sove- 
reigns — you are all relatively connected, 
can understa^^each other, but who can 
judge my feelings } iBvery one present^ 
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nof sex not age coDsidered^ appear to 
xne a son, a daughter^ all the orphaned 
thildreu of Odenathns ; then to yonr 
protection I give the rights. and persons 
of these your orphaned brothers. The 
peace and prosperity we have long en- 
joyed is perhaps on the eve of expiring, 
for Clandins, whose procrastinated attack 
I well understood, and for which I was 
ever'prepared, is dead. — Dead ! exclaimed 
many, whilst others, informed of the 
news^ remained silent^— And the Roman 
army, she-t;ontinned, hath elected a new 
emperor. 1 will describe^ do you name 
him. Born of the lowest parentage, his 
manners those of the roughest soldier — 
proud, false, determined, cruel ; from the 
ranks made a centurion, tribune, prefect 
of a legion, inspector of the camp, ge- 
neral of the frontiers^ commander of ca- 
valry, consul, emperor. — ^She ceased, and 
a thousand voices exclaimed, Aarelian I 

Arm then, ye Palmyrenians! added 
Zenobia ; sleep with ^0brd in hand, 
mud buckler on arm ! han^ the breast* 
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plate at the corner of the bed^ and place 
Vi]KKa yovxr pillow the maitial trumpet I 
Ji^,* AureUan be the first to t^row th^ 
dart of defiance, and be yon ready to 
4^arge.. If the JSouaian eagle attack the 
Syriaa paki, heaven will fight in the 
cause of iunocen^e^ and A«relian learo 
tliat Ihe ^o^tern einp»e yields not to the 
we$tfro« 



Another year ekqpsed^ and all was. 
profonnd tranqaillity. Anrelian^ intent 
on^oyerpowering the northern barbarians, 
in destroying all pretenders to the purple, 
in xehuilding the walls of Rome, and set- 
tling its civil government, a^ppeared to 
have forgotten that there was a Palmyra 
in the World, a Zenobia in existence ; he 
was never heard to speak of either, and 
thus the fnture flame of dfistmctioo wa$ 
•3 yet hidden ifi the 'iint. 

Zen^bia nofpin h^rown person, ^peeii, 
feywpeipi^ general^ and j«dge, j;averae4 
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wttb -admrablis wisdom : she decided or 

all tbiogs after matwe cona«ita|foa uri^ 

age acul expeiieqce^ bot from her d«cidaaa 

there wos ao s4»{iieaL Thoa^ wonderfully 

in h^r own ef^, permitted to retain hm 

CQiK|iifi«ts. (for f b^ eoald not be jaistaka|i 

IB tha GJUaracateir ^i AxanUsan}^ she d^ 

ypted benself to the farther embeUi^ 

mer4t of h^ emjfiv^ the happiQesB of her 

»bjeGt«j and the ^a€a|:iatt of bar sons : 

their religio^a i»$tructioii was undartjdfiea 

by Septiniia and herself^ occasionally a4> 

sisted by JBlkauab and Panlasi the ja^ 

daiaiiig Bishop of Aatiocb:; I^wginw 

waa appoini^^ sovi^nor qf th^ elder 

princes apd Pprpbyy pf Tyre tbiU; of the 

yoonger ; and until the arrival of thesi^ 

the one from Gra^iPf > ^nd the otb^ from 

Jtaly^ Aiitio<;hfis hiv^s^lf ninjd^r^opH tll^ 

direction of their sJUmU^s. 

Zenoblib fot itve useof her ^oi^» d^P^ up 
an efitome 4>f eastern h^stpi^i a«d a^ tbONT 
request^ begaa 4 trao^Mtiion of a Qr^lf 
aotb^HT ialP tb^ Syrian Ji ting p ney > thus di- 
vi^iufp h^r tm^ h^wem puUta and piJr 
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^ate basiness^ both equally interesting t^ 
lier heart. Reh*gions dntie?, afiaira of! state^ 
exercise on horseback or a chariot^ re- 
views, literature, and amusements, were 
her daily occupations from sun-rise until 
midni^t ; and faithfully she adopted 
Odenathtis*^ custom of taking ai^ accural 
survey every spring of part of the empire. 
In these her sons latterly accompaniefl 
*her, and thus the remotest subject of 
ieach realm had the opportunity of be- 
ncoming personally known to their youth- 
ful kings, who were taught to look for^ 
ward even l)eyond those remote limits to 
future conquests. My arm, said Zenobia^ 
hath accomplished enough ; I leave ther 
rest to yours. 

On their return from Asia Minor, of 
"which they had visited every newly 
gained province, Zenobia found Longinus 
arrived from Greece, and Claudian from 
Rome, attracted thence by his love for 
the beauteous widow of Herodian. 

Elkanah vas the first who discovered 
to the queen thut Herodian was forgotten 
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t)f A^ctoria. Passing throagh the royal 
antechamber^ he beheld Victoria, and 
she was not alone ; Claudian was near 
her : Eikanah glanced at both as he 
|)assed<^r-Tis well^ he said ; all proceeds 
as I would V have it: my agent at Rome 
hath been faithful — that blush was the 
blush of love:«^a second marriage re- 
moves her from the throne^ and my niece 
Zenobia remains sole sovereign. 

And where is Porphyry r asked the 
queen of Longinus^ thy former disciple, 
him by thee so much extolled ? Why did 
he not accompany thee ? — He was hot 
worthy, replied Longinus, for by absti- 
nence and other philosophical indul- 
gences^ he hath become but the walking 
shadow of wisdom ; nay, I mistook him 
for the ghost of Plato himself, and feared 
his appearance at this court should ter^ 
xify Tiraolaus into ignorance and hatred 
of philosophy. — If his health hath suf- 
fered from study and confinement, re- 
plied Zenobia, the soft air of Palmyra at 
h^ age might be of service. Write to 



him^ A&d express my wisbes^-^He vUl 
not beed ik^ms qaieea, answered Lon- 
;gijcuis; for in iny.pres^xice, he interlined 
ny firsjt leitter with an essay on rhetoric 
mid gr^mmar^ and when I repeated thy 
j:oy«l invitation^ he began to criticize thp 
.oitic* 

Thon art envions pf bis fame, fearf«l 
that the genius of the Bcholar will edipse 
that of the master ; but as thou ha3t 
iailed in periBuading Porphyry ta accept 
the charge of Timolans, thoa shatt b^ 
bnrdei)ied v^idi both the princes ; and ,as 
I si^&r no idlers U this conr^ lest thy 
time should not be amply filled np^ thoa 
Wt ^-om this hour my privy counsellor 
and secretary. — Secretary, dear qneen, 
nost wiUanglj,, bat I will not be respon- 
sible, for the results of thy council.-— 
<4nd on what hast thou been employed 
whilst in Greece? for it as easier for 
/Zabdas to sleep without a sword in hjs 
.h^nd^ aa. thon remain awake without a 
pen in thipae* What i« the subject of thy 
late wr/itings ?-p^Eulogium, replied Loyji- 




gums, his voice saddemog ta a sigh { on 
his lip tf^ttiUed the namecf >Oilmftt]!^fM-* 
he Govld not pronoQBce ii^ nor wai it r^ 
qnisite^ for where 90«1 coitiprelieifdig sotll^ 
words Uxe uimeccttMiry* ThNS 6]^9 of Ze^ 
nobia were £llod mth tea«s M dbe hft^tlly 
rose to leave him ; b^ Ml At her feet^ 
and ocMftli&iied tt> kks her rob%/ nmi:tl ^e 
gave bim fa^ ba»d. Ilf^^ she ^aid'^-^nd 
her voice was cboked^ird tremUittg-^ 
if tfioa ^Bt wish more^ kffi^in^bri of 
lutti^r eveiita^-*^»eh as a bbsohi ^^^^/^k 
wife, a fend one, can aloUe give*— the* 
many ihtle privftte dfn^cdote^ oveddoked- 
by the would, which yH: sfatop the cha*- 
racter^ ^PP^y to me ; I best can furnish. 
thee—I that— —Wholly overcome, she 
bBr$t into tears, and bre'aking froih hihi, 
rosfaed to her cabinet, where, tmconscions 
that any one was presrent, she threw her- 
bbM" Oft a conch, and sobbed and wept 
with renewed grief. 

A gentle footstep approached her, 
she felt thfe soft pressure of the hand, 
and without taking the veil, drenrfaed in 
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tears^ fr6in ber eyes, said. My mother, It 
is nothing; but this is the first time 
LoDginus aad I have met sidce I lost 
him. — Here is thy uncle, my child, re- 
plied Septimia, who hath long been wait^ 
ing to see and speak with thee. 

Zenobia looked up, and rising cold 
and severe, tnrned to where sat Elkanah. 
This room of all my empire I alone re-* 
serve sacred to my mother and myself; 
even my father hath never crossed yon 
threshold, and were my sons to appear at' 
it contrary to command, they wonld ht 
long debarred my presence.-— Elkanah in 
silence rose^ and would have quitted tho 
place, had not Septimia prevented him. 
Am I permitted to make known the 
cause of my trespass ? Zenobia was si* 
lent, and he continued^ Judea is thine. 
She looked astonished. Not by force of 
arms, but voluntary friendship ; the chil- 
dren of our nation, rescued from Egypt by 
Zabdas^ have settled in Samaria, and at 
their instigation, the whole country from 
Cesaraea Philippi to the antient Beer^ 



^eba^ has seeretly dieclared for thyia^ 
terests, and placed itself under thy pro* 
tectioQ. 

This intelligence^ replied the .pleased 
Zenobia^ is lopst gratifylog, for onless I 
coald have obtained bloodlesa possession, 
I never had acquired it, being resolved 
not to carry ;the sword into the land of 
my forefathers. Thou^ said Eikanah,* 
thoD, greater than Cynis or Artaxerxes, 
now perform thy promise. Have I the 
government of. Ji:(dea?"-rShe hesitated^ 
on which. he e^qlaio^d,: in anger^ Dost 
thoa retract? Makeime a Zerobhabel^ an 
Slzra, a Neh^miah^ or I qnit thy conncil 
and, thy presence ever. He fdaced his 
hand on the door, and waited her re}dy; 
Septipfiia caught his gown, and cast a 
supplicating look at Zenobta, who, thus 
appealed to, replied, smiling, I may in- 
vest thee. with, the commission with 
which they were invested, but to make 
thee a Zerabbabe], an Ezra, or a Nehe- 
miali, isjbe/tnd my power. 

Had an inferior uttered this taunt. 



S4 asBivoiiA; 

the foitai of Slkaiiaii wbold ham^eWloA 
to gf*eat. magwtade) bat coiqing from tke 
lips of a queeo^ although bis nied^^ htB 
dttenliqn kt tfaatmomciftt vi^b engtiged ia 
linfasteoing' a&d tigbteniBg h» gi#dl6/~^ 
{n all ihMt tibese men did^ eoatttmed Ze-« 
ifaobia^ thqircotisaltdd «^ boiiour «f ^God 
•^wftMab dost thoa €Oflsttlt P-r^nd WM 
1^ fiw this^ was -planned- the oracle ef 
Apsdkr ? demand^ct OSl^ti^ ^ f«r llm 
iiikt thou, wert nartHMtl in Judaism^ ttitA 
yi^Hsid tb one wlictoe heart thdti didMr ^ 
ple&Aure socmld?/ At( this^ p^tftomed by 
me^ iand iriiat is- my re#wd U^Wht jfk^^ 
ixam 0S triumphing over the orltole ef 
BaQbec^ answered ZenobfiH^tbt gratified 
axnibitnon of seeing «by feinfi^i^tnatt ^kh^d 
to empire : aniUtion^ and ^eiiMidatioil tlfens 
tfttisfied, yet seek greater' re w)ti*df 

JRecal the Jews^ rebtiild Jeraealism^ 
eKclude the present 4>ity,- and i^store the 
ancient foundations. ~- Will they dliey 
the oall ? enquired Zeoobia. Can Jera- 
salem be restored? Since fite reigck of 
A^on, when the ploughshare went over 
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tbejeaith^ tmi tore lap tbost foiJBd«tioM» 
what hOfh ]^€ie« its atate P^-^daB* thou 
Bot iii^Dirm i»e?-T-Tben. I10 i^rmel; 
The new oity ¥iUa, biiilt :by Adriui| 
tlioc^ HQt ID th^ sftme sitoation^ faatk 
at tbk hQflr a Ewoan garrisoD*: one qaar« 
ter, than ef Calvary, is inhabited chiefly 
by Chmtians^ and goTjerned by a pi^ri;- 
amby a man 4«f piety and zeal, of whom 
ail here have heaixl, ntuned Theodosius ; 
unlike oar Ifwaim of Antioob, that proad 
and saperb prelate, Tbeodosiiis is a Chris- 
tian, according to his own definition of 
the T«of dr-rbnmble and fbrbearii^ where 
worldly concerns lU'e the object — ^fervid 
and impassioned when preaching his doe 
trine. If that neither this patriarch nor 
bis brethren nmst by my order be dis* 
tarbed, how can thy intentions be ex- 
ecnted? 

This then, exclaimed Elkanah, no 

longer able to controul the vindictive 

passions of his natnre, ev^ vonsed by 

the napie of Christiaa-«r-this is the real 

vol.. II. c 
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snotive tbat my suit is rejected. Odena^^ 
dnis skewed -baft too macb partiality for 
tint. sect, but thoa art become yet more 
l^ardal* Tby cberishing kindness to the 
'Christians of this city hath been nndis'- 
^embled^ thy indulgence to their prejn* 
idkes noticed ; instead of the scoui^e and 
^e stone) mAny and great largesses from 
4ihe treasury liave been nade to build 
and repair their churches^ altbongh they 
<ever refuse .to contribute to that treasury^ 
•and daily murmur at paying tribute.*— 
Woold^ said . Zenobia^ that my Jewish 
^ul^ects paid itas xeadily* I have been 
iamong these Christians, and have ever 
remarked peace^orderi loyalty, and good 
fellowship; they appear not possessing, 
-hot hoping, endnring, and unless they 
rebel against public authority, shall meet 
with no molestation from me.^ — Both 
Jews and Pagans ai*e daily by theii* per- 
4Suasion perverted, to Christianity, re- 
marked £lkanalu-»rBe it so ;> I infiinge 
<iot on the Jurisdiction of heaven^ replied 



Zenbbia : provided ttiey are go6d dtkem 

^nd faithfhl snl^cts; tbej atie ^tititled t6 

my protertiitt; " ' . ' * '• ^ "'•'• '•.'•'•* 

Elkanah tbbk a blank pairclraietkt 

from the deeve of liis robe, and spread ft 

before her. Here afigti tiiy name^ hesaidj 

and fix thy sea! t armed urith this tl^y 

vommisaidn^ I Collect fbtces, atitf'rtfefe 

mpplies i when" kiib#ii 't6 11)6 flTJ" wdf, 

the empire flocks to my govferfritaent, and 

as in the ^ys of Hertid, poiirs forth ih 

treasures^ t'A rebniM the Hemple. Jdd^ 

ere long shall gldrjp^ In he* new Jertistf- 

Iem« I fear, said Zeriobia, she will not 

long glory in her hew governor. " Elk- 

anah letfi^^l the roll, whilst S^i^kifii^ 

pleased ibat'thiistftfian of his ag^,'hbt 

brother, and 2etibbiaV unele shb^ld fen- 

dclre the rtbAke of yottth, without having 

the Mberty'to resent it, made signs to 

Blkatiah to ^it down, and qnitting Zfenb* 

bia; she w^nt o^er and placed herself at 

his side: aia!d Oi how qnickly faded the 

aathoi^ity of sovei^igii belwe that ot 

mother! 

C2 



ffphuii'^rt well avam^ imderstf^n^ tlji^se 
thipgs^ but this^ my brother h^th ofte^ 
I}[^ja4e' me ol^segrvci — ^^Thpu. }u^i bailt 
l^everal.aplendid fdtiey throughout tb^ 
hfxd, . soQie^ called after thy namp^ yet it 
^P^?(^ art ^ervi^rsely dMiQc^ned to raise 
jpne st)CM^ of tl^ ^4y citji of our forefa- 
tlj^f s,^hij|i V^t ^ilectfii together Syr 
arian fugftiv^j^^om varjoas Quajters of thp 
worlds T^.lW^ ,«at 9ia4Q one M*Wm* *P 
Wfiemblf the. jfesiHiai^t of ^ur uation^ tp 
make ita BtqcuPfgi people^ that the L^rd 
may reijga in Sioii ever. The Hpbr?^w id 
now scattered v dew su^ipngithe GeutUeii 
waiting to be gathered, and thou, oh 
^een ! 4o3t refin^e to |bo the ,gatbffrer^ 
thy unde is scoffed at ^nd I — -.r~ 

Zenobii^ stilting from her seat, iHished 
to the knee of Septimia — My mother I if 
thou dost proceed thus agitated*— retain^ 
if thon wilt, words pf kiudness, bat utter 
not one of displeasure, for thajt ead neyjer 
be recalled."— From the hour I fireft cimld 
distinguish thee from the worlds never 
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did i Witness thee thus— tboa callest mt 
qoeen; yet which is greater, thfc being 
that wears the crown, or that, at whose 
feet it is laid ?-*^And, as she spoke, she 
took the diadem from her brow, and 
placing it at the feet of Septimia, hid 
her face npon her knee.— When again 
she raised her head, Elkanah was gone ; 
the roll lay on the floor: she took itnp 
and hastily signing ijt, and affixing her 
seal^ placed it in the hands of her mo* 
ther, who, after a silent embrace, departed 
in search of Elkanah. 



Seated beside a spring without the 
walls of Palmyra, behold an aged stranger 
and a traveller, or rather pilgrim, for his 
worldly possessions are little more that! 
what thou seest; his scrip, his staffs his 
long hose garment, and his sandals: yet, 
though aged, meet but his eye, and therein 
thou Ivilt see the fire of youth blended 
irith thashnplicity of childhood— weary, 
c3 



treii^b]it)g> and dejected^ bia aiglis art frt- 
qnent^ aftd his moveftienis slow— to aHay 
the paififul burning of hifi feet he puts off 
his satfdak and bathed them id the rapid 
Stream; then dpens his scrip and takes 
from it scanty remains of breads iii^hich 
he steeps in tbe.brodk at; its soiarce* 

Thou givest food to the ravens^ thou 
wilt not let me perish ; thou cloatbest 
the grass of the fields which to-day is^ 
and to-morrow is cut down ; thou wilt 
not lead me into the sna^e.-^-Oh^ thou 
who kindledst the spark within me, who 
fanned it to bright enthusiasm^ who 
made me quit beloved Jerusalem, and 
guarding me from the extremity of peril, 
hath brought me to this unknown Pal- 
myra—Oh, convince me, ere I enter ou 
n^y mission, that this deep depression of 
^jrit proceeds alone from natural in- 
^rmityr-^Yet should our little band of 
brethren dwelling here have been cut off, 
and no brother here to receive me I 
Should persecution have risen withiu 
these heathen walls— what am I ? What 
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am I ! he repeated^ a candidate for the* 
crown of martyrdom. — Here do I rest^ 
here my lab<Nirs commence, here end my 
tcMJbome steps, here at Palmyra begins my 
most important task« Oh thou, who 
toached the lip& of prophets, give per<* 
saasion to minQ; inspire me with thy 
grace, and streagthen me to perform thy) 
sacred wilL 

Whilst yet seated, two soldiers passed^ 
unheeded at first by the stranger, bnt he 
escaped not their n<>tice ; he was bttstily* 
questioned . as to hia name and occopa- 
tion ; when, withe^ut waiting a reply, they^ 
cantidfied him tQirep^j^ve from th^t spot^ 
and paissfsd >r^^j[y)4pi) th^ir way* H& 
fastened on .hi^t s^P^als;* and taking up. 
his scrip and Btaff arQae^; l?nt ere hie could- 
reach the nearest gate^ of the ci^y^^.he^ 
beheld an approaching army**^wift aa 
the shadow of a doud gliding oy^jr tba 

eartb, the troops i^ awful osilQncejipTe(ft<l 
ovec the eictensive fieM ;. no shout. arose j^ 
not a murmur was heard ;; no; qpmm^n^ 
given; they stood as if a. host. .^f spirits^ 

C4 
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or Ixren changed to stoir^ by the hAnd of 
€t)€haiitniem. 

How wonderfal to the traveUer^ that 
every eye sfaqald rest od one spot! with 
intense eagerness the faces of the whole 
army ajppeared tnraed to a i^mall postern^ 
near #here one of the rivers entered the 
city beneath a grafted archway: where 
for a time all were held in still suspense, 
the least motion wais discertiible, and he 
perceived two men of superior dress and 
stature^ pass with silent dignity throtigh 
the yet imimoveable ratiks : in their 
itonnds they approached so near the spot 
where he stood, that he conld discern 
thdr feattires, and be read therein anx- 
iety and deep concern ; these were soon 
joined by a third coming from the pos-» 
tem^ whckii they hastened to meet: in 
ednseqneirce of his tidings a general mnr-* 
torn arode^ tod the traveller canght these 
words^^— The qneen c6mes not; another 
dawn is past, and the review is again de- 
tbtred nntil to-morrow. 
» The ranks werebroken, tents pitched^ 
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and fires kindled ttirongbont the field ; 
the danger tarried no longer; hh 
hastened to the gate of the city^ hot, bn 
being c^atlenged by the centinel^ wab re- 
ftided ^itaittanoe — he knew not th6 
vatch-n^rd^ he told not whence he came 
— when asked his name^ he hesitated; 
and wheti dtlsi^red to say of what Cdntrtry, 
was dient. — ^Thns he stood, when Zabdas^ 
having left orders with his oMcers^ quitted 
the 6e1d and came towards the gate : he 
was passing, carelessly speaking to the 
centinel as he entered, when liis arm was 
canght by the travelter, who, in the 
accent of supplication, said, I pray thee, 
snfier me to ibl)o;w lliee. — ^The general 
tamed ^d looked npon him ; I iSti, 
possiiss ]^assports, bnt in 'my way hithet 
was robbed in the desert,— ff thon will 
not sttfS&f me to center, being wholly ex- 
hatistod, hl^e I perish. — ^We dd not 1^6 
adnoit ^tlrangersr into a fbitifted dty, m» 
plied ^at>dias, but inform m^ who, and 
what thon kn, and I will take the respon- 
sibility df Itfdmitiiilg thee on mysdf.-^ 
c5 
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Thetravell^r drew near to Zabdas^ 9ndf 
unheard by the cei]tiDeIs5 whispered fodr 
simple words. — Ofai^ bow irresistijbleia he, 
^ho is conducljed by^the hand of Goid ! 
-^Zabdas with respect, nay ve&eratiaxi^ 
atepped back^ and looking at his conn* 
tenance^ remfiini^d not an instant mor^ in 
doubt-^with ail, tbjQ generous conrt^sypf 
the a,ccompUshed soldier^ he raised bis 
hand to his helmet in graceful satuti^tioD^ 
and led the stranger forward : — ^they en- 
tei^ed, and the gates were dosed* 



: The honr of public audience i» re* 
jbiMmed, when the thrOne being :£Ued> 
petitionai.are reeisived or laid aside £or 
jntnre eKaminatioB«-some are instantly 
grant^^. others as instantly rejected— f 
iftien jiist|ce is adonnist^ri^d, maidens are 
portioned; youth rewajrded, the ii^^rl^ 
)redre9s^> and age id in4de hononrable^ 
The council-room is fujl^ tbQ seata of the 
judges thronged, thci ^rea crowded, but 
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tlie throne is empty: on th^t empty 
throne every distant eye is fixed, whilst 
the nearer sight watches a folding door to 
the left. — In expectation of the opening 
of that door, the cnlprit tremhles, old age 
sickens of hope deferred ; the impatient 
child tires its widowed mother with 
enqniries of. Which is the queen.? — the 
Texed and ardent youth, closer grasps 
the withdrawing hand of his betrothed, 
saying. Yet one moment longer and she 
will come ^T^in vain the gently-i^esisdng 
virgiq, shrinking, answers, But yet she 
doth not come. -jp' 

The traveller, standing near.th^ en*» 
trance, looks wondjsring upon this as^ 
semblage of infancy, childhood, yont||| 
prime, and age ; this mingled concoers^ 
of heaoty^ . grace, valour, wisdom, ^aiid 
learning— * all are m9tioqless-*-'for :thf 
beapitifnl, the chaste, the wise, tl)e Ji^ftrQed^ 
the yaliai^t' is nqt h(^re.-!-^iViitioch^S| f^r 
cending a few ai^ps of t^ thi^ae>,;fipalj;^ 
alond: liercf. on thjus hucnhlie . fpotrs^l 
c6 
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of royalty, ' hkvt you ofthu buffered me to 
tmcoihe the 5prAxy of yotit sovereign, let 
iiie 110^ |H^db^^(! strive to exereis^ the 
po#ef of W, #bbi&e pt^stence this day 
you Wk for ill vaito. 

Hi^y litsfietaie^, iatid in a few hiitttite^, 
hitu^elf and the stranger tV'ere the only 
persons ita the hall. 



-^-^ 



The evening is 'coihe wheii Glatidian^ 
^ gallant Roman^ shall Veed the lovely 
Victoria, Herodian's widow; the interior 
of the palace blazds With attificial fight 
1^ various hues, ak>d fatidfully disposed ; 
the tnarUe walls ai^d pillars are htang 
Willi cloth of gold, ^ giadaiids of low- 
ers; the galleries are thronged with all 
that Palmyra cau hoast of beauty and va- 
lour, for Claudian is most brave, and Vic- 
toria (i^nobia being away) the loveliest 
bre8eht.*-»-The teavellet is here also, anrd 
lie p^rcdvei fiiHt att^tion i^ uoft engrossed 



hj the inftgtiifidMte of Mtroaii<iing oIh 
ject8 1 not (HA tfere heit^ of blooming children 
which strew the ground with ftowef s^ nw 
on the female procession who with t^bret^ 
song, and dance^ !tpptdfftch the centre of 
the hall — no ; attention^ universal atten^ 
tion JH directed to one spot^ one dark 
narroi;^]!)assd:ge near the minstrels' gallery 
*-M:he hatfd of t?he musician hangs over 
bis lyye, ready t6 strike the chord— the 
iHlrgiii band but iVait the sigtial to pour 
forth the s&ains xK melody, whilst Clau- 
dtati paK^ts with atixious bliss fbr the mo>- 
tnent, when a voice shall say, Victoria 
may be thine. 

A :ftutteritig is observed At the en- 
trance of thfe passage, expectation rises, 
and a -murmur <^ — ^The queen ! when dis* 
appointment fell on all — a female slavfe 
alone appeared, tvhb bbdconed Claudian^ 
she spoke and vanished. 

With undis^^mbled anget lie turned 
to thfe miiltitude, and waving his hand 
for them to disperse and rfetire to theit 
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own homes^ $aid^ in the stiUen voide of 
discontent — The marriage i» deferred 
until to-morroW. 



How sad^ how solemn^ all within 
thefie high sepulchral walls of ]black: nu^ 
polished stone ! — Chamber of death I 
from the ceiling hangs the never^dyiog 
inoeral lamp : in the centre lie the em-» 
halmed remains of Odenathus (alone ad-» 
mitted to the honour of sepulture within 
the walls of the city)^ and near the white 
tomb^ stands on a low pedestal^ the sta-^ 
tue of that murdered prince, — Behold^ in 
the whitest marble^ how admirably re-r 
presented his liinbs^ his features, gr^xre^ 
and majesty! — Doth it not seem the 
embodied spirit, mourning over its late 
hnman habitation ? 

Here also behold Zenobia, his tomb 
her couch, the base of his statue her table : 
books her only companion* For these^ 
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hwe the seaate, the.tbron9> and the field 
been three weeks neglected : for hithel* 
each morn^ on leayiuf her bed^ bath she 
thus long repaired and immared herself; 
nor father, raotfaer, children, or sqbjecst 
daring to intrude npon her solitnde. 

How my soul dreads^ yet longs for that 
bonr^ when donbt shall be ended ! when 
this bewildered veil before my eyes sfaaU 
be snatched away, and I behold the path 
I onght to pursue : when my now waver- 
ing betief shall be fixed incapable of 
chansge*"^How dreadful to my enligbt- 
ened mind |»<Kth ever appeared the worship 
of the Pagan, aud may there not be a 
like difference between the faith I 
DOW profess^ and that to which I am 
called } — 'SojEil of Odenajthus tell me, i 
leave the bosom of heaven, .and come 
and teach me truth ! Would that tbi9 
apostle were arrived, for reading often 
bewilders judgment^ unsettling one belief 
without confirming another; and when 
he doth arrive, nor Paulus nor Elkanah 
shall step between him and me^ ere doubt 
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be for 6ver banished.— l>t hifti ^peti 'all 
his soul, explain his doctrine, sblve t^ry 
mystery, remove H^etj bbj^ctie^, • iibak^ 
clear his gospel, arid the icol^^eqiii^hce bte 
<m my o%^h head, wlietlicr 'to accept or 
., reject the terms of saltation he profess^ 
to hold Ottt to me. 

O, recal those wordis, recal thfose air- 
fal Words ! exclaimed a voice, iior thns 
hazard itivokitig a malediction on thy 
head. — ^^Zenobia started, she tnmed aii^ 
saw at the entrance erf the '^epnkhre the 
aged strangefr. — Be not tifermed, hfe 
saidj it i^ not a iipirit that addressed 
thee, as this wasted form might lead thee 
to imagine, but one expected.*— Alarnied ! 
replied Zentobia, I know noft tlie word, 
hot I am rlersed in tioger,^ and" ampfon^ 
to pnnish ; ihoa art Hot a Palteyreniaii, 
or thou hadst not thns oflfended— ^W^o 
art thou? :.../• . 

Again the traveller repeated the saoie 
four words, which had operated like a, 
chaim on Zabdas ; those font words, whicK 
now disarmed Zenobia of aH piide ancl 
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resefntment* -^ Theodosi»s> Patriarch of 
JemsaleiD. 

Thou wondeirest, yet I am he ; didst 
thott »M e)tpe€t me ?— Three weeks back 
didst ti&i reedve letters and other im- 
portant doctiBleiits^ apjMrizing thee of my 
coming ?*^Is it tny present appeariince 
only that creates siirprise^ and brings 
over thy conntenaiicfe^tb^t slight shade of 
disdain and rntredtilify ? 

Art thou the l1ieodosii:ls> of whom I 
have heai'd speak : th6 apostle of the 
Christians; the patriarch tof Calvary?— 
I am.*— Yet thne ; atid to lAe ! — ^To thee, 
Zenobia,, tbinkst fhofi then^ O queen ! 
that I temj^ed the Almighty to work mi* 
rades in my favour^ and left Jemsalem 
thus?— -No; I left it . with servants, 
gnideB, horses, and treasures ; bat, on 
this^ side Lebanon, was by the Arabs 
plundered of aU, and in the remainder 
of my journey the Almtghty miraculously 
preserved me. 

All awe and Wonder, Zenobia gazed 
and listened : she watt:hed him searching 
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in the folds of his gown^ and saw hinft 
take thence a small book^ now his only 
treasure.— -Here are my credentialsj he 
$aid: compare this signature and seal 
with those already iathy possession, and 
look upon this book — the Gospel :r—4s it 
not the counterpart of that I sent thee I 
— Zenobia examined all, and pointing to 
the open page of the book she had been 
reading at his entrance^ s^id, .This fo^ 
the last twenty days hath been my sole 
study : a Greek Testament^, the Acts^ the 
Epistles^ aud the Revelations. Here ia 
this chamber of the dead, in solitude, in 
darkness, and in jsilence, have I at thy 
desire, read and compared^ prayed and 
meditated. 

It was not by my desire, replied The- 
odosius, that thou retiredest to solitude 
and darkness ; it was not my advice to 
immure thyself in the chamber of the 
dead, and thus to abandon thy family and 
people: I entered Palmyra at break of 
day, and it is now sun**set ; in that short 
space of time I have heard thy armies 
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marmar ; have . seen tby sii^jects mn* 
tinons, jajstice in tbyhall of pooncil ua? 
satisfied, and worship neglected: such are 
not the lessons taught in those pages.— 
Bat thou didst advise retirement and me* 
ditation^^ interrupted Zenobia. — I advised 
both, replied the Patriarch, but it was the 
retirement of thy closet, there to read, to 
reflect, to compare, when the business of 
state, and the duties of a mother, per- 
mitted thee to absent thyself from the 
senate and thy children* 

I now leave thee to visit my Christian 
brethren of this city, and thanks, O queen, 
and thou, O departed Odenathus, for thy 
kindness to them ; we of Jerusalem heard 
all, or I had not been here. — ^This inter- 
view was not intentional, I walked this 
way, not knowing whither it led, concesd 
Qot, therefore, my coming, for no mystery 
must attend our meetings : I come, in the 
open face of day, to preach the Gospel to 
Palmjrra, to preach it alike to Jew and 
G©ntile.-^To-morrow I enter on my mis- 
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Mon^and to-iborrdw fcktWuifchtircli bfe pre- 
sent all that will^ tliy ffibftifel'j tliy childi^eii, 
and court. Thy example^ Ze^nobia, hath | 
gained inaDy J'^wislr proselytes; be thy- | 
Belf first converted, and a tenfold nmnbeiv 
may be added" to the Christian faith. 
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Zenchiit refains her famit^^^Writes to Sapof^^HoUU 
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Thus doth the spwer sow the seed: 
some falleth by the way*side^ some fipou 
stony groond^ other on good grouad-— • 
this fell among thorns; the word was 
heard^ hut soon> weighty cares of state^ 
deceit^ and misrepre^njtation choked it^ 
2Bd it became mufraitfah 

Z^nobia restored to her family and 
people^ made ample amends for her late 
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temporary absence. On Septimia were 
bestowed the tenderest caresses, soch as 
the delightful solitndes of Zaantha wit- 
Yiessed ; on her children such soft endear- 
ments that mothers only can bestow, be- 
cause only valued when given by mo* 
thers : taking the youngest on her lap, 
she Jet the two elder hang upon her, and 
patiently smiling^ listened to the wonder- 
ful events that had occurred since they 
had seen her.— I havfe coitie to the resolu- 
tion, said the elder, when master of Rome, 
of killing all the gladiators^ ^nd thus 
putting an end to their horrid combats. 
— Herennianus, said Zenobia, is willing to 
cut up evil by the roots, and then pointed 
"out a more humane method of execirtfng 
!his wfll.^And my little Tlmolaus ? said 
"she, fondly tracing in his, the features of 
Odenathiis. Timolaus, replied Seplinfiia, 
V appears to aspire to no higher vocation 
than that of a vine-dresser, for all his 
hours, unengaged with his maistfers^ he 
Kpends with me in the vineyard 'at New 
Zaantha: And there, said Timolaus, clear 




ftged mother Septimiti, is cansing to be 
made fbr herself a heW sepulchre in the 
rock^ and. we are all to be b&^ed therein* 
Hath this, indeed beto thy employments 
my motSier? asked Zenebia.««^oald I 
put thy valaed gift nf Zaantha to a more 
sacred purpose ? asked Septimia.— *To die 
in thy arras and be bnried at Zaantha^ 
were ever the fondest wishes of my heart. 
There also ivill I sleep in death, said 
Zenobia. 

Perceiving that the eyes bf her mo^ 
ther were fixed upon her in tender ex«> 
aminatiofn, she enquired the cause.—- 
Where now, Bsked Septimia, is thy fea- 
tures' fair and rosy hne, the freshnesls of 
which, when thou wert young, I took 
such deirghtto preserve ?. thy late ab- 
sence makes the change to me most 
observable, for truly, Zenobia, one shade 
more of glowing brown, and thy com- 
plexion will, in darkness; I'e^emble that of 
Odenathus.— -Then, yet a few suns, Ze* 
nobia replied, and it shall wear that 
beloved shade. - 
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Aad : where; i$ I^pogiiiu8 ? Here 

at preset/ great qii^eii, be rpplied^ 

ooouAg &fim t|)0 (4^^(a/e of a i^indaw, 

K^hfore ha wa& p0nv^«jtig witl^ Am^pb^s^ 

but an boor mom^^n^ I h^dbem w yiy 

return to Qreeqf^ $i«ce J find my post of 

secietary .only ^ nmxf^.^-^TheB. instantly 

(Miter <m thy: d^ty, sb^ an&were^^. . aii^d 

recal my nnclc^ £llc4|Qab^ from Judea: 

that .done> go to my cftbinet^ and ^mong 

other papers^ seek a letter addressed to 

Sapor the king ; Qopy it^ and have it di^ 

patched at the third bcwr , to Persia* 

The marriage of Yictpria ^j^d Clan* 
•dian was celebrated tb^ same day^ the 
next was appointed for giving autdience^ 
and the third for the review of the troops. 
Zenobia only left her ccmch to repa^* to 
the senate, the city, or the field, and only 
quitted them to sink 9pon her coaoh^ 
oppressed with fatigue* The sacred 
writings, until then her wle companion^ 
she knew not where were removed^ and 
thus again phmged into worldly affairs^ 
Theodosius was wholly fojgotten^ Frpxa 
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their meetiDg in the sepulchre of Ode*- ^ 
Bathos to this day^ now many weeks^ 
they have not met. The council, con- 
sisting of the lieads of the Pahnyreniau 
tribes have taken their seats ; the heathen 
population is represented by sixty men ; 
the Jewish by ten ; and the Christian 
by one^ and that one^ on this day is 
Theodosias; 

All dignity and self-command^ Zc- 
nobia answered and listened to the se- 
venty^ but when she came to that one, 
her eye sank beneath his penetrating 
look, and she strove in vain to conceal 
what passed within her; his calm, his 
mild, and silent reproach brooght the 
blush of shame upon her cheek. 

Attempting to recover the unabashed 
firmness of majesty, she at length ob- 
served, that the procurator' of Antioch 
was dead, and that it being a post of sin- 
gular honour and importance, lucrative in 
itself and ppssessing very extensive ju- 
risdiction, she was tempted *to give it to 
« Christian^ in consideration^ that the 
vol*, II, D 



I 



Mct of tlie NiisareiBfeswa« fipst nunifed 
Christian at Antiorch ; and whilst she 
^x>ke^ abe fix«d her eyes on Theodoaiiis. 
Wte read her thonghts.*— -Is it thy real de- 
sign to bestow the dignity on.me> he 
lasked^ or dost thpu only hold ont a false 
lure to seek th^ hent of my inclinalions ? 
This open demand^ above all artifice^ ail 
design^ made artifice deeper bln^h, and 
2i]enobia thns entiled ^pon^ answered with 
' %innsilal timidity : It is thiBe^ holy fiditier. 
^— No; replied TheQdosin^5 Idom&tiac- 
i;ept it, for my poist is here $ in Palmyra 
are centered all my desires^ desires easily 
gratified) that cojasist in change of rsdr- 
tnent, simple food, and a shelter from the 
weather : all these 1 have at the Chri^an 
college^ and more |, do not want. 

The seventy and one looked upon the 
patriarch; he stood not long ftfaeir gais&e^ 
for havii!ig obtain^ that which he .was 
Reputed to ask (a charter jforcbnilding a 
new church at JBdessa), he paid the eas- 
tomary tribute and retired. 9e>was no 
a^pi^r gone^ tbao FawUis risii^ addrisssed 
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ZenQbia: I woiild.be procurator vtAn- 
tiocb.*~Fir8t infopxD .iiusj replied Ae 
qaeen5 wl)at thou art at presf;nt» |pr Mi 
every caiiQcil day^ I lii^ye observed Umi 
occapy a f^ffe^fitiit; side of tbe ball ; tt^ 
last bat oQe t^oii wert, seated oQ my 1^«^ 
hand, ,a Pplytheist ; tbe day eiisuiogy 
thou stQodst facifUgme^^a Cbcistian ; , an^ 
now opmiipiy right*hapd ^boa risest from 
aiQQiig tbe8e5; a Jew : tbau art ^ready 
bisbc^ of J^ntipcb,^ and ei^lefiiastical and 
sepnlar power may not be blended in onfi 
person. 

This sentence of i^^ection n^ye rite to 
a tedious aad. learned 4^bate^ wbicb.endad 
in the wish <>f PftpJ^s being gfa»ted> a»d 
be departed to.entei:,pn posserssjon. |Xbils 
was r^oyed micon&cipOBly, yet at .bis 
own pii^yierj. the, great .eoen^ tp.Ch|i§* 
tianity i jfjfKr ^bp .so dapgerops ^.;tbe 
cause of tru||ij,.^,tbe ber^paJi, itbe s^pi* 
tate.,^hri^t)#n? ^d ^di.^yras (be. lux* 
urious^ Paj^lus , of ^ j^r^iQ^lCta^*— -Sp V0sk$ 
Providf39fi..^^>;m#ft'i^ wUllfeft free^ 
unbiasaedl. v 

P2 
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Weary and mortified j Zefnobia escaped 
from the conncil and repaired to her 
summer chaniber; where seated at the 
marble foontain^ at the npper end^ she 
found her mother^ to whom Herennianns 
was reading aloud: unwilling to interrupt 
them^ she made a sign for the prince to 
proceed^ and taking a book from an ad- 
joining recess, was placing herself in a 
distant corner, when the door opened 
and a page announced the patriarch of 
Jerusalem. 

Shame and mortification fled the 
countenance of Zenobia, and she stood 
waiting his^ approach, whilst Septimia all 
amazement at an honour never paid by 
the queen to any subject, watched with 
curiosity . for the entrance' of hiih who 
claimed it, and wh^n Theodosius did 
enter, the prince lowered his bdok, and 
Septimia herself involuntarily arose. 

I am pardoned, hbly fslther, said Ze- 
nobia in a i^oice of enquiry^ ' Waving her 
hand for him to be seated.-^And didst 
thou think I would ever quit thee? asked 
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Theodosius^: no; I qoit tliee nbt^ until 
the deaconess bath immersed thee in the 
waters of baptism^ and tbou art pro- 
claimed to these regions a Christian.- — 
The chnrch waits^ and I am come to re- 
ceive thee ; the baptizer is ready, be 
baptized, and to thy name of Zenobia add 
that of Augasta, at once comprehensive 
of thy dignity and having ' embraced a 
new religion. Perceiving that Zenobia 
tnmed her eyes npon the astonished Sep- 
timia as if to be guided thereby, he added^ 
Id political affiurs, thou dost not here 
seek advibey refrain then in those of faith, 
for at thy tihie of life, O queen, reason 
hath. . arrived at full matnrityy and it is 
BOW many years since thou hast governed 
this empire, guided alone by thy ripe and 
unasdyted judgment. . ' 

This is sill most wonderful, most my^^ 
terious !:. exclaimed Septimia.' I hs^e' 
heard thy;.u^me> holy many for. who has 
not? but'tiU now never saw thee Uere;* 
yet you seem not stihangers^ toleadi other.^ 
—I hm^ seen thfe patriarch :tw|ce, Te*' 
d3 



^lied Zienobia; at onf first interview^ Be 
appeared to me destitnte of every worldly 
comfort— at the second, he refused the 
govermnerit of Antioch— And at the 
third, intermpted Theodosins, he pro- 
mises never more to leave thee; from, 
tlds hoiir death alone shall remove thee 
from i6y: s]gbt.---*And sfaonld I bamsh 
^ee, said Zenofbia, hanghtily*-*- There 
spoke the qneen^— O le^s of thiit, and 
more bf ihe Christian; check that spirit, 
atid'iii time, or thbd wilt become another 
Valerian. Valerian began by banishing, 
aiid folded in persecating*-^the chnrch he 
had protected idany y(ears, he at lengtli 
tormented ; three ye^ was the church* 
df Christ afflicted by his order, and where 
is Valerian noii^ ? 

Where he shall not long remain, re* 
pKed Zenob&a^^in' the power of Sapor ; 
hot hii misfbrt'nne wks thi^ chance and 
£ertd of wai^.-^The chame and fate of 
war T repeated Theodosias : hast thou 
also' learned those phrases r thou, who 
in thy journey from Arlneuia with this 
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thy motho-^ stopped upon the hnks of 
the rivers whereon once stood Babyloik 
aod Nineveh, and repeated the predie* 
tions of Isaiah r Did those citieer also fall 
by eii9oe0 and l^e fate of vrar?~rSep* 
tinna and Zen^bia looked surprised; 
when he eentinned, Hadst thon, O qne^ , 
remained in obscimty, few^ had enquired' 
into the circiunstances of tby infanoy afttd 
pNgrew tiiroogli life, bat since tUy ad^ 
vancement to pcMer, eviery action and 
word of diioe Iftwm been traced^ and re^ 
IpiiSsrscK • 

The' deai^ of BultibixzWy tUo over* 
tfamw of 'Pyw, tbe dosolatfob of Gfaaldea^ 
afl tiffs was fpffet^ili^. implied Zenobta, 
but t W esptlviiy 41 Val^iaa who conld 
foretefl^^-^'l^ Mid Theodbsinst without 
beitig- impiSed bf Him «d)p inspired the^ 
propkeis, I aotieipated alt* Whilst tbe^ 
Roinaa ompMdr was a friend to the Chri^^ 
tian c&nreh^ l was his friend^^wben he 
becaytto it9 persepnteri^^ I was one of those 
pwsecntid ; whiiel he proteeted'tts^ P was. 

D4 
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bis bosom cooasellor-— when be sbared 
bis confidence with Macrianus^ I. forsook 
bim. 

And who was Macriahus? enquired 
Septiroia^— A wily Egyptian^ who, with 
Satan's own crafit, urged him to the 
eighth persecution/ wjiich lasted three 
years ; and at the end of the third. Vale- 
rian, betrayed by this same Macriamis, 
was shown in chains through Persian the 
Egyptian told him that neither himself 
nor empire wbuld prosper, unless the 
Christian were destroyed ; I warned him 
that on lifting his hand against the Chris- 
^an, desfnactioni wodd con^. upon him- 
self and empire, but my warning was 
Tain. I foretold that God would not 
ipucb. longer suffer bi^ chosen to be the 
victims of Pagaa orudty, hut was disbe- 
lieved aind prosbribed.! — iWert thpu saved 
by* miracle? : asked .Zenobia.— No, -an- 
swered Tb^oddsius,! sternly, as he re- 
buked the sarcastic look and meaning of 
her words; not by miracle^ but by the 
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hand of Providience : I got on board a 
vessel bound to Gaza^ -and sailed for Je- 
msalem. 

. Odenatbns^ said Septiinia, mdde 'more 
than one attempt to free the Romclh em^- 
peror. — I knoi^ if, bnt can he be freed 
whose chains the hand of God doth 
•rivet? Odeil^ttms,* invincible in dvtery 
other cause, was ever baffled where the 
freedom of Valerian was coHeidrned* H^ 
and the queen overran Persia, entered its 
capita), had almost their hands upoii 
him, when news was brought that Pal- 
myra was attlicked ; they both gave credit 
to the false report, and leaving Valerian 
to his fate, flew on tlie wings of duty to 
save Palmym ; yet niever in their absence 
had a hand been lifted up against her, for 
Macrianus it was who spread the report : 
thus the man who urged Valeria^ to per* 
secate the Christian, wa^ made in the 
hand of God, the instniment* Of his pu'^- 
nishment. 

Zenobia considered, and with emotioil 
pg 



Defeated the <i|)strya|;ion of Odenatbas 
t^iftreon-^^ j^he^ hA^d>of he^yep itself fi^F 
some hidden purpose is surely against 
^i^lwian/ May: 1 be Hmre fortpnate tlian 
wp IB J hn^nd^I I have writtea to 
SafjGir^nowinJMie^ifi^ and honriy expect 
ttie tetnrnjof the messengers : no. crowned 
be^, s|ipuld sle^p in peace >vhile a bro* 
t)h[^r sovef^eigu mourns. I have in^loifed 
bis freedom, offered treasurer iD(estiaiable» 
9|]d theli!;)eratiqr| oi; every Perfiifin ifi mj 
j^|)jre fre^ pf ransom ^ and if the an^w^r 
be^ ' not satisfactory, n^y , luflgdom ponT9 
fcfrth^ it3 ^o^^llition to.iiis res^uQ. — And 
can the population of tity king^A^ pr^-^ 
yail over the will of ,^hfi ,A)An%^ity r as)^^ 
the patri/irch. To w© X^^ dooin of Vft- 
l^rian appears irrevocable* 

Zeqobia^ riai^^ aflsprily^^r^pliedj I will 
not tn^n my face frofa tile East n.njtil he 
is freed ; thej dare nq^ attempt his liiS^^ 
for on me md Romis depend the Uyes of 
many thousand Persian slaves and ^a)>* 
laves, hosta^eft for his saifety : to my 
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glory 0f re^wtpioB Ro»i#V^»D«or jEraw 
cap^vit;^. 

Hot 119113^ ^iipig ti^ BigiPiaJ for T|«i- 
odoslbs to depiiit^ Jb«: ^$0 arp^i wkw 

who ^wwe .tik»t iDi$t«of arrived from 
Perd^ ; thie: foremost bi^ld 911 open paper^ 
which not daring to present to the qi|e^ 
he gAf^ LQQginw^'— 1| was apt given 
thee thii9 ? 9ltid ^^e^oj^i^, u^^me^, -w^ 
Even thas, O mighty que^i^.r^Sli^ tornpfl 
to hongifiw, an4 »w ^fp^ hk f^ t)»p 
pa]0 b«e of disiaa)" ad h# slowly per^^^^d 
the letter fjf&m Sappn I9 thi^ true ? he 
asked«— Moat .»rae, th^y rpplie^ ; fHV 
eyes jsaw it. Arrived At ]Ecbatan^>. i^e 
delrv^i^ oiff pi^s^pt^ to ih%chl^ o^^c^ 
irf thi^ s4ti^p«, ftc( )ie sat i(i the Syriap 
gate of the palace ; He left m to seei^ |J^ 
kin^ 4?hQ was gone to revjl^w^ n^wjy^ 
raised artoy of hoy^ : alpii^sl: i^i^niediately 
he retJornedi ^ayipg, Fplldw us ; we 4iif 
and were 1^ to tiie great fire-temple^ 
wber(9 we will amply detail to tt^(» tiA 
v6 
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that met our eyes. —No, interrupted Lon- 
ginusi and pointed to the door; the mes- 
sengers obeyed the sign, and quitted the 
room. Addressing the queen, Longinus 
continued. Ere the receipt of thy letter, 
iSapor haid received a threatening denun- 
-datioii from Aurelian, and the conse- 
quence was immediate-— Valerian is^ayed 
aiive. 

Zenobia sank upon her couch, her 
hea!ff resting on the back thereof, her 
face concealed. Longinusy followed by 
Septimia and her grandson, left the pre- 
sence, when Theodosiils resumed his seat. 
' The first words of Zenobia on reco- 
vering this sudden' and dreadful shock — 
Three months,^ and Ecbatana shall not 
have one stone upon another.— -Three 
months, said the patriarch, calmly, and 
Palmyra may not have one stone upon 
another^— And when Palmyra shall be 
thus, retorted the queen, with dignity ap- 
proaching to fierceness, where shall I be ? 
Thou I said: Theodosius, tenderly, 
where wilt thou be, Zenobia! Though 
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ftll mankind forsake thete, yet will not I : 
thoagh deprived of ^ fempire, parents, 
children, friends, Hhkny,' ahnost of life, 
Iwill never 11111* tbefe;- standing by thy 
conch of misery and' death, I will take 
my place to whisper comfoit and salva- 
tion. _ ' •• " 

And this then is the fate of Valerian I 
sighed Z^nobia, mournfally and in tears ; 
greater than even mine was the empire 
of Valerian, and glorions*was his reign, 
until, as thon hast made it appear, he 
became the enemy of Jesus Christ, Yet, 
O Theodosiiis, thongh I 'may adhere to 
the faith in which I was nurtured, do not 
fear iiie — I will not persecute ; as hitherto, 
the Christian shall still throughout my 
realm meet assisttoce and protection. — It 
is not enough, replied the patriarch ; 
more is expected of thee. I failed in ray 
attempt to convert the aged Roman em- 
peror, who, too deeply prejudiced in fa- 
vour of the national polytheism, thought 
he did more than his dilty in tolerating 
any other rdigion ; but thou, the true 
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believer in one God^ tbe follpv^r of die 
Mosaic law, who lookert fort^e ccHning 
of Me&si^— tboi|i> deeply p^^A in coi^tro- 
versjr, skilled in varioiis languages, if 
not converted^ wbere will be %hf exi^nse* 

The migbty a? tbon seept ^re fallen i 
it is easy to fall— -all things earthly are 
pron^ to fall ; ten thonsand fatboms we 
can plQnge^ but not risci a step without a 
sure fonndatioQ) a helping hand^ a some- 
thing to cling to-^Ob^ cling to this, (and 
be laid the scriptures on the table) —^ 
stretch forth tby b^nd to meet the hand 
divine stretcbed pnt to tbee ; be these the 
foundation of tby empire — on this rocic 
be Palmyra built. 

Zenobia looked towards a pile of' 
books and rolls on an a^j^cent table, 
which look Tbeodosius understanding, 
selected several from among them, and 
brought and laid tb^qi befpre ber. Hast 
tbou, as I advised, compared this i»atia 
translation of the Bible with the Syrian, 
tbe Syrian with the Hebi:ew, and that 
egain with tbe Septuagiiit } Dwt codi- 
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tkMi Witfiil emv made in qkto* 
ludogy by.tb««0 tf thy faitk, i|i order to 
provi tbirt t^e Messiah is yet to come ? 
Bot say^ at what period of the world 1$ 
he by thee e]Cpecl;ed,? — At the end of 
foar tbonsiand years^ replied Zenol^a.— * 
From the creation to the' giving of the 
law, two tbou^Mid^ and two other thon* 
saod from the givii^ of tb^.law to the 
coming of Christ^h-And how many years 
fiave elaji9ed since the creation P^^-^Fonr 
tbonsaod two hundred and seventy *one, 
HQswered Zen0bia.-r-AiidL two hnndred 
and seveiity-dne j^bts are elapsed^ re- 
tarned Theddosiojs^ since the birth of 
Jesiis Chrif»t ; ' tfans . t^as he bom in the 
fouc tboosfmdth y^ar of the worUK Bnt^ 
setting. cbroiKdegy aiside, do not facts 
«pe9k ? .At wJbit p^iod in thy pelilieal 
government was Sbiloh (the Messiah) to 
come ?-^Whei3L the sceptre sboold depart 
from the bfttid of Jodah.---Ajid i^ben did 
tby imljon ceaae to be a nation ? — ^At the 
^b ff€;tbe Maccabees, replied Zenobia, 
wbeiiHerod, ao Idnmenean, a descendant 
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of E6au> became roaster 6f Judea and the 
poisterity of Jacob ; aiyd tfaos was Isaac's 
pro pbecy ftilfilled— * Thou shdt ^ break 
tby brother's yoke ifipotti btf thynec^k, and 
shalt get the dotiiimon*'-^And in the 
reign of that same Herod^ Christ was 
born, said the patriarch. Thns, by thy 
own confession^ the sceptre had departed 
fmm Jndah, ^ and the > priesftbood from 
Leti : they exercised those fanctions but 
till the coming of Messiah ; and Messiah 
then did appear to govern in Ais own 
person^ to restore the Jewish theocracy — 
King of kings and Priest of priests. 

If thou wouldst gain thy wisfa^ ob- 
served the qneen^ I pray thed avoid all 
theological arguments^ all stfbtle cavil 
and controversy; be simple in thy dis- 
course to me^ as Odenathus on a like oc* 
casion remarked^ as if discoursing with a 
child. Thou hast not undertaken the 
conversion of a scholar/ a l^iraed dis- 
putant^ but a female : and believe me, 
holy father/ our judgment is seldom pro* 
found ; ^we en* more from weaknesia 
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ofmiBd tban oorniqitiaii of. heart*— our* 
im^Qation'is ardent aud feeling aoute^ 
wherefore seosUiSity too often tricuDphd 
oyer reason. Altboagfafirmly convinced of 
all thou s^yest^ yet be. aware that, one 
look of.tHiy motben may for ever banish 
conyicti«a.f; n ',.'- ><■ ..■ ; j. . 

And darest thoa then^ sajd the patri^ 
arch, thnft meditdte )Bji,excQae for future 
2iposta<7,? TjboU(<}«iisli jGi(>.)ia0ve deceive 
me than; thoo; (fanst thyfieljf: thou art 
neither diffident as to the- powers of thy. 
mind w tbe4u^iiii:ed ^vanl^gto of learn-. 
U)g> aod daily do: pride .and ambition* 
grow 9pon thy Qatnir^; if in heaita 
Christian, in. pijactice; a J[ew^«s>v tak# 
h^d;.df tiie jadgjoleut^ iand; frofu'this 
hour raJlier ci^Uy^t^^fayiiQJlily thj^n laffect 
it, fcir.lwn^Uityap tW/qupdationof qur 
faith. $t; JPao}; was.;.no$ lifl^^d :np into 
beaven to be q(>nvinped thaJ;.thj^ Jestia 
whom he cpna^^^r^d H. h^ dnty ,tQ perse- 
cute wias God ; : h^ t^a& hurled to the earth, 
stricken . b)indj jiai^ {^qstr^ein the dust* 
The troest gyaibpl of nnit^dj^dgw^^^^^i 
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strength^ swiftness, nobkoess^ and gmce, 
is an armed man on horseback ; St. Panl 
was dras, and well esooited : thns monnt^ 
ed, thus attended, be might haye cat -ha 
way through an hostiler army, but over- 
t^n by a voice fi^om heaven, the votee 
of Jesus, he fell nerveless as a- new-born 
babe« 

Zenobia whi^ abashed and sdbdued 
by the rebuke of Theodosius> now indeed 
listened with na&igued attention and 
meekness to hinr, whom she found no ai^ 
tifiee could deceive, no majesty inihiii* 
date; and yet, thoi%h his eye was filne. 
His ftiatures never iMt their swuetiexptes* 
sion, or his voice its paternal softness^ 

Had I lived at that pwiod, she ob« 
sisrved, I had believed, but nd w V ia, 
Zenobia t though cotemporary with^ the 
Savionr of man, thou mightest have been 
with others equally credalous.*— We ha^w 
no ju#t conception of his person, m«- 
mark^d di6 queen.— Tradition, repKed 
he, can gi^e ue but uncertain views of 
lliis partienlar; this we know, that by 
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cotidescending to take our nature^ he 
bath iUnstrated all its duties, and left a 
brigbt and if>eifeot pattern of them for 
onr perpefnat eXample.^^Bnt^ said Ze^ 
nobia, if thou conldst oonceive hovr pain^ 
fbl is the idea of no longer looking for* 
ward to a Messiah, great, gloliooi^ and 
powerful I — ^We Christians ' look forward 
to the same^ replied Tbeodosini. Thoa 
woridereiart; it k not his cemtH^ we ez«- 
{^det^ but his reimfn to jadge both the 
qniek and tka dead : and yet indulging 
thy own hopes^ I repeat to thee, Christ 
fidfilfed those hqpes^ for he was grea^ 
and powerfivl, and glorioas»---**A man^ri^ 
loos contradiedott I yet lowly hom^ hnm«r 
ble, poor, and despised.— -Conld he have 
athei ' wi s^ asked the. patriardi^ have 
preacbed'patienee vod tempeimnde^ peace 
and knnriKty ? What was. the renark 
laade to thee a £bw days back, by the 
voice of* merited reproaeh— »A.qm»n can«- 
not jiidg^ the feelinga of a faifaidied ]af« 
bonrer?'-v«-Can he be styled lowly bom, 
who was descended of the race df the 
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royalDavid?— His occnpation was hamble^ 
and therein he sWbmitt^d fn his own per- 
^ofi to the- sentence himself passed on 
Adani-— ' By the sweat of thy brow thou 
shalt earn thy bread/ Thus was labour 
Bftitfaer impracticable^ nor degrading, for 
he stooped to labonr; and 'yet though 
humble, more powerful "was he than any 
earthly king. Did Augustus Caesar ever 
feed thousands 'miraculously } .Did Alex- 
anders rei^tore life' to hts friend > Could 
Cyrus ^ve sight ta the blind ? Or was 
the Persian monarch . obeyed when he 
btide the- elements be calm?' A fishing- 
bpal: was /at ^ hzx^, or could ^Xerxes have 
walked firoiu J £uk*ope to Asia ufiou the 

■ Moses, Elijah/. Elisha^ and others^ 
also perfoFBied won^ous miracles, said 
Zenobia.^-^Aud by whose 'Ipower :?-^The 
pow^r of God, she replied.—- -And am 1 
not preaching to thee. that God, that 
same God, in: whom we borth believe? 
the God who made this world, who sen- 
tenced Adam^ deluged the earth, oou-- 
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versed with' the patriarchs^ gave the law 
to Moses, and inspired the prophets : 
who anoinibed David . king^ sent ' Israel 
captive, gave Judah to Babylon, and re*- 
stored Jerusalem : . the God who de- 
scended from heaven,. was worshipped in 
the flesh at Bethlehem, enlightened the 
doctors, completted his ministry, died on 
the cross, rose from the sealed sepulchre^ 
and ascended visibly into heaven : This 
is the God I eome to preach. i 

Thus, said 2^obia, tbon explainest 
Immannel, God with us.-— Even so ; Im- 
manoel, an embodied spirit."— Are we not 
all such r— No; the spirit of the Lord 
knew its previous state of being, and its 
future state. We are only conscious o£ 
present existence, and but for revelation, 
would be dark as to. an hereafter.— -And 
the first step to the throne of salvation is 
that of baptism ? enquired Zenobia. 

And thine, replied Theodosios, must 
be publicly acknowledged, not stealing 
into Christ's church, but boldly enter- 
ing, and in?iting followers i from that 
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nonient thou art emancipated.-*^ no 
longer the abject law^endaTed^ . Jewess^ 
bat the free and pardoned Christian.^ 
Ask tfaien in the name of Jeans Chrot, 
jfeceWe and ke^ holy that name, and 
look for his retnm ' to judge die world ; 
places thy people and thyself nnder his 
protecticm, and if thy prayer be granted^ 
give him the glory. 

On his again .nrging ere they sepa* 
rated, the necessity of i^edy baptbni, 
vith real humility she ask«l what was 
previously required of her,— To believe 
in the great truths set forth in the public 
symbol of our common creed : to profess 
thyself a disciple of Christy and to joiii 
in communion with his chosen, and.^so 
celebrate the benefits received by his 
death^in.the.mspinenwhich he pi?escribed» 
A.due pksriod being liien set forforther 
conference, instruction, prayisr, and ine^- 
ditation^ the seal of baptism shall be 
wiithheld no longer. 
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' Palmyra ! diofen city of tfae^Etat! 

Uessed spot on which the dove of heaven 

hath . descended I happy thon to be so 

fakssed, so chosen I ' Look np^ Palmyra, 

look to tibe. Author of thy felicity; 

open thy ean to his voioe^ calling on 

thee to helieve and t^y. Scattered on 

a snnny hill (a stranger floek)^ ye browae 

and sleep^ basking in Insnrions secority, 

yet.a& evening jdimws ni^, O headsen to 

the voice whidi saiifa^ Hither^ ye. inoor 

oents> .hither to .me«-«-come all of ye, 

come into, my ;fold^ and. join the. flock 

here assembled ; rest, in safety, whilst I 

keep watch. They hear the voice, yet 

few believe, and fewer still obey : some, 

stretched at their lengthy raise slowly the 

eyey and after a half-qlosed look of indif- 

ferehce, i^ain lay.it down,.. stretch. every 

limb with voluptnons languor, and sleep 

again ; others, afiecting not to bear, mcwe 

not^ but contiooe chewing the juicy gxas^, 

whilst.otfaers, to escape tb^ repeated call, 

rise ^nd browse the contrary way, down, 

&r 4awn>into:die valley. ;The sun quits 
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the liills; it quits the Iroiizon^and the 
hour of security is ovfer ; the tiger and 
tigress, leaving their* den, snuff the' air, 
and take counsel together: whither they 
shall go to fetch food for their whelps. : 

Cornelius, the centurion, though first 
. a Pagan, became a ready convert to truth, 
for on embracing Judaism, it taught him 
a 'perfect knowkdge of . the holy scrip- 
tures ; St\ Peter but spake, and Comelius 
was a Christian. No ang^l thus' visibly 
prepared the way for ' Theodosius^ . yet 
Zenobia partly believed ; atid could Ze- 
nobia be. long of one faith andSeptimia 
of another ? A month had not elapsed ere 
Septiniia became almost the convert of 
the patriarch ; she confessed that iu time 
she might believe, and would no niore. 
From day to day Zenobia also .defeiTcd 
baptism, and until her mother would con- 
sent to be baptized, refused to make a 
public declaration of her new faith. . 

Here my power ends^ said the. patri* 
arch ; to instruct, expound, exhort, im- 
plore, and coiTect, my duty enjoins — that 
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falfilled, I resign you to your own jodg* 
ment : yet when I beheld the queen this 
morning enter our churchy it was natural 
to expect her mother at her side.— ^Hast 
thou attended a Christian church ? en-* 
quired Septimia.^r-I have, my mother, 
but not publicly. Aiid, O holy father, 
how differently didst thou appear when 
amongst thy brethren, and when^ex* 
pounding truth to us ! There thy dis* 
course was calm, thy voice soft, thy looks 
serene, thy gesture unimpassioned. How 
truly paternal thy whole demeanour ! But 
with us, though ever gracious, thy energy, 
thy enthusiasm makes our hearts — my 
heart, burn with equal fervour. 

My duty there, said Theodosins> is 
only to confirm— here to convert. I 
have only to remind my brethren to be 
constant to their religious and moral 
obligations — my task here is to change 
the heart, to catch the kindled ^park^ 
aild blow it to a flame. Among us no 
objection remains to be started, no ques-< 
tion is expected) no answer is prepa^^d-^ 
roL. II. E 
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h§t»y do I not ^ncoarage tby mother to 
st9kt «very olyection, propose eyairy 
imiht, and endeavour to tlu-ow light upon 
ofascimtj«*—Wifh Chridtiaiis the passions 
^f the httnlan breast must be keptvun* 
disturbed, with proselytes roused to ex-* 

. Christtamty cannot be expected to 
spread with equal success ;dirough the 
Hebrew as through theGetiti}e woAd^ve^ 
marised iS^ptimia, thedi: pagan reljgioa^ 
being fronits na;tni*e, revolting to sense 
and reason, whilst ours was the gift of 
God faimself.-^t was^ said Theodosin^^ 
and thereby is established the divinity of 
Christian revelation: in convertiug a 
Gentik we seek^ point out, and expound 
ihe prophecies concerning the Messiah ; 
but to a Hebrew we say. Recollect what 
lay Moses and the prophets. 
^., Moses doth Hot meution Christ by 
viiJta^t remarked Septiuiia* — The Is* 
raelites, .replied Theodosius, who looked 
upon the brazen serpent lifted Up on 
high, wen^ healed and Jived; all who 
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look to Christ lifted up upon the cros^ 
and believe in him hare everlasting life ; 
wilt thou not profit by his death, Septi- 
mia r the death of him, at once the God 
and King of Israel ?— Of ferae! ! ex-' 
claimed Septimia.— Yea, verily ; was he 
not an Israelite, and descended from 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah ? had hisr 
descent been otlienvise, he could not have 
been Messiah— oh, would but the Hebrew 
reflect, how exalted their nation over 
those ^ the Gentiles ; thus their tribe, 
their conntry, to give birth to the Sove- 
reign 4rf the universe.— Is not every 
Jewish hope therein fulfilled, every pro- 
mise made to them accomplished ? Would 
it but acknowledge Christ, is it not the' 
most favoured people on earth : thus to 
prodnce a.king whoMrill subject, or in 
other words convert, the whole Pagan 
world to his government and worship ?— 
He came into his own kingdom and his 
own knew him not ; him they adored invi- 
sible in the temple of Solomon, came sud- 
denly to all in that of Zerubbabel. The 
e2 
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tenacions Jews persisted still to watch 
the Holy of Holies, whilst their God was 
walking in the porch. 

Septimia remarked^ I have gone 
through the four gospels^ and. most di- 
ligently, but say, Theodosius, why did mot 
St. Peter also write a gospel ; a disciple 
who must have been most intimately a^c- 
, quainted with every particular, of the life 
of Jesus Christ, from his own call to the 
death of his master. — He did, said the 
patriarch .-—And is it no longer extant? 
enquired Zenobia, if not I regret it : for 
methinks, such mus,t have been more in- 
teresting than even these ; the great sim- 
plicity, the candour yet timidity of his 
character, ennobled after the resurrection 
by such an extraordinary effusion of zeal 
and courage, must have rendered a nar- 
rative from him truly admirable and 
correct. 

Thus, said Theodosius, hast thon 
passed a high eulogium upon the gospel 
I this morning read thee ; the Gospel of 
St. Mark is the Crospel of St. Peter.— As 
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the letters thou dictatest to Longinas are 
tbine^ not his, so is that gospel St. Peter's 
not St. Mark's; who only wrote down 
what his master dictated.-— Neither is the 
gospel which goes under the name of 
St. Luke, the work of that Evangelist, 
but that of St. Paul, the firmest cham- 
pion of Christianity.— **St. Matthew, one 
of the earliest disciples of our Lord, 
wrote in his own name, and St. John 
having examined the three, confirmed the 
truth of all, hy writing the fotirth. 

A lon^ pause ensued, broken at length 
by Zenobia: Wilt thou Theodosins be 
bishop, or rather patriarch of Syria?— 
No ; he, replied, I will not accept at thy 
hand, from a tliread to a shpe latchet ; I 
dwell among my brethren ; no golden 
chain should be laid on lips inspired to 
preach the, gospel ; I will not be other 
than thy equal ; for fhou possessing all 
things, aud I wanting nothing, we are on 
an equality ; I have taken the conversion 
of thy soul upon me, and am now its 
guardiau> aqd the guardian of thousands 
k3 
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i trast to be converted throagfa thy 
means. 

Bat having resigned that of Jerusa- 
leni'^ wilt them not accept a revenue at 
my hands ? *— * And what revenue dost 
think I enjoyed at Jerusalem ? — ^l^hy 
name was much renowned^, replied Ze- 
nobia, and thy power over the church 
great and extensive, but having Paulus 
of Antioch, in idea^ never can I divest 
the name of bishop from the grandeur 
and worldly magnificence which ever 
aitt^ds him. 

Thou art from Calvary, remarked 

HSeptimia, hast thou left fri^!)ds there^ 

relatives ; thou hast no family, holy fa* 

ther, hast thou? Were my family still 

'in existence, he replied. mournfully, I had 

not been here, as it had then been my 

duty to stay in the bosom of that family : 

At the foot of Mount Olivet lie buried 

my wife and three children ; none remain 

to me ^ the last aged eighteen was laid ii^ 

the grave a few days before I began my 

mission to Palmyra.-— And what is the 
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present state of Jerasalem ? enquired Ze- 
nobia^ eager to call off his attention from 
domestic son*ows^ various and contra- 
dictory are the accounts I have received 
concerning it. — Come and behold^ re- 
plied Theodosius^ not from false zeal^ 
bat allowable curiosity : God is as much 
present where we now stand as at Jeru- 
salem^ but there is something greatly 
interesting in witnessing places where> 
when on earth he sojourned^ where he 
was born and where suffered. This year 
is fixed for thy visit to Egypt^ instead of 
a rapid flight through Judea thither^ 
travel leisurely^ and, guided by me, visit 
each holy spot in that sacred land. Many 
years back thou quittedst Armenia for a 
like purpose ; thou wei*t then to have been 
led by the hand of an Israelite ; heaven 
at that hour prevented thee, that thou 
mightst at this, go under the guidance 
of a Christian. 

END OF THB BIOHTH BOOK. 

E4 



ZENOBIA, 
QUEEN OF PALMYRA 

BOOK IX, 

argum:ent. 

Preparations for the rogaljoumey to Judea — Omar 
the Arab takes charge of the young princeS"^ 
Balbec — Danutscus — Mount Lehanon^^Stdon"^ 
Tyre^The lake of Tlberias-^Cafemaiim—Ze- 

• nobia's sorrowful reJlections-^She is encouramsd 
by Theodosius — Nazareth — Mount Tabor — This 
hill^ of Gilboa — Jezreel — Cesf&'ea — Samaria -* 
Shiloh-^oppa — Idumea^The Red Sea^Bethh^ 
hem — Jerusalem — Mount Calvary ^-^Theodosius 
blesses Zenobia» and his Christian flock assemUed 
on the Mount of Olives. 



Gro forth ye messengers of glad tidings^ 
go spread the word to the south that the 
qaeen cbineth ! Arm ye pioneers, and pre- 
pare the way, strike down the thorn, cut 
through the hill, and pidk out the ier«~ 
e5 



82 ZENOBIA^ 

pents irom tbe clefts in the narrow pas- 
sage of the rocks^ strew bridges over 
marshy land, melt with fire the snow- 
topped mountain over which is thrown 
her road^ and make the path hard for the 
chariot wheel, the army cometh on to 
scour away the enemy, the sumpter ca- 
mels go forward to get ready the well- 
furnished tent, all things are prepared, all 
perils are done away, but nor pioneer, 
nor messenger, nor army, >can intimidate 
mr aubdue the Arab. 

Oil the morning of their departure 

Caleb, to whom the commission had been 

entrosted,. appeared leading forward an 

Arab of the desert, whom he had engaged 

$0 protect them through Upper Syria and 

Arabia— Oh, it is wild Ishmael himself! 

exclaimed Timolaus, shrinking fearfully 

away and hiding behind his brother.— 

Timolau&y said Zenobta, come forward.--^ 

He obeyed.<--*Da thoa and Herennianus^ 

go and take Omar the Arab by the band, 

salute that hand and put it to your fcn^- 

head.'^^-Tbis ceremony^ so dreadful to the 



boyd performed^^ «hejr>9«cild agaki hfiVe 
retired^ when Otoar^ seksing them -lb bis 
arms^ rati ^nS^ plated tftem dn camels 
heU in atteddcriK^e by Hr gHkide: be ptrt 
the bridles in one hattd, and iv^y rodfe 
in tbe otber^ and regardless of every 
other person^ appealed- to derote bis 
wbole soul to tbe dbildfeh tbns giterf to 
his protection. • 

The princes are secnre from barm 
tbrongb the remainder of this joirmcy, 
temarked' Gtileb tnrmng away, while 
Septimi^ expressed her ffcirs that the 
Arab would steal them. It had been the 
wish of Septimia to accompany * Zenbbfa 
in this expedition, bat infirmity rendered 
it unsafe and at tbe reqnest of her hds- 
band and daughter, she consented to re^- 
main in Palmyra with the younger child 
VabaHathus. I leave these books tritb 
thee, said Tbeodosius at partings make 
use of them, study the Scriptureis when 
thoa art alone, but read not the works of 
our Christian fathers without bini, 
whom I have appointed to attend thee 
£ 6 
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for that pnrpo8e ; Irenius^ our pastor of 
this place^ wiU select such passages as are 
fitting thy perusal^ wherefore confide in 
his judgment^ and at^ my return may I^ 
through, the grace of God^ number thee 
a member of the church. 

Preceded^ flanked and followed by 
armies^ the queen and her sons quitted 
Palmyra^ and began their journey at- 
tended by Theodosius, Victorinus^ and 
other nobles^ together with several wo- 
men^ among whom were Victoria (whose 
husband Claudian, being gone to Rome^ 
she consented to accompany Zenobia)^ 
and Terentia, the widow of Marcus 
Terentius^ the most favoured and beloved 
of all her female train. They crossed 
the Orontes and long halted on its myrtle 
hanks^ then repaired to Balbec/ where 
Zenobia^ for the first time^ visited the 
temple^ in which was pronounced the 
fonuer oracle concerning herself. The 
architecture of this city almost equals 
that of Palmyra^ remarked Zenobia^ so 
rich its sculptured wal^s^ gigantic piles^ 
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Corinthian wreatfasy and well carved 
eagles; perhaps^ in the judgment of 
some^ sarpasses it ; hat I would not ex- 
change my capitfd for this ; saj, Theo- 
dosius, will Balbec outlive my Palmyra ? 
-^I am no prophet^ he replied^ but of 
this be convinced^ the gospel hath npt 
yet been preached there. 

On arriving at Damascus^ the youths 
were enchanted at the paradise around 
them^ its fountains^ gardens^ vineyards^ 
and orchards^ called forth all their admi- 
ration^ but to that was added, the deepest 
intere^st when Theodosius informed them^ 
that here had our first parents settled at 
their expulsion from Eden^ and pointed out 
the tomb of Abel: to Zenobia he shewed 
the house of Annanias^ whither St. Paul 
was taken^. and half a mile from the east 
gate of the city the spot where he was 
stricken by heaven to the earthy when' 
pursuing his mad career of persecution. 

Zenobia travelled in silence^ interested 
and amused by the incessant questions 
of her sons^ who suffered nothing to 
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escape their notice^ and those aroutrd 
them were strictly charged ' to satisfy 
every enquiry, whilst Omar, who seemed 
to think them youthfnl gods dropped 
from heaven, watched every look, and 
listened to every word with intent ear- 
nestness, that he might anticipate their 
expression of a wish. Amved on the 
summit of Lebanon, where slumbers 
everlasting snow, a glorious prospect pre- 
sented itself: the rich valley of Balbec, 
the flat desert stretching to the Persian 
Gulf, the whole land of Judea, and the 
Mediterranean Sea; but soon the pro- 
spect became obscured, clouds gathered 
beneath their feet, lightning darted, and 
thunder burst far below. Timolaus, as 
he looked down from the edge of a pre- 
ripice, turned pale and put his hand be- 
fore his eyes, saying to bis brother, who 
shewed no signs of fear— never can we 
descend through this ! Omar heard the 
words, and darting upon the timid boy, 
wrapped him closely from head to foot 
in bis own ample cloak : then uttering a 
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-Species of wild song, that he designed 
should enconrage and exhilarate^ he 
rnshed down the mountains^ leaping 
from crag to crag, winding through 
paths hardly accessible to the goat, and 
disappeared among the clouds beneath. 
Zenobia and her train, after a tedious 
journey, also reached the southern plains, 
and, ther^ seated on a sunny hillock, they 
beheld Timolaus eating a newly gathered 
shaddock, and Omar, half-stretched on 
the ground, watching beside him. 

By how many names hath this, our 
new acquisition been .known ? asked 
Herennianus. — By six, replied Zenobia ; 
the land of Canaan from the sons of Ca- 
naan, the grandson of Noah, having 
possessed themselves of it ; it was in 
truth the patrimony of Shem, for after 
the deluge, the world being the gift of 
God to Noah, be alone had the sole . 
privilege of bequeathing it at pleasure ; 
the same as a private individual beqaeaths 
hiB personal estate, he gave this land 
to Sbtem, whose descendants, in after 
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ages^ under Joshua^ expelled the usurping 
and idolatrous posterity of Ham.— To 
Abraham^ of the family of Shem^ it was 
therefore promised and called in conse- 
quence the Land of Promise. Abraham 
was blessed by Shem or Melchisedeck^ 
who, .born in the old world, of no gene- 
ration was he in the new world ; there- 
fore figurjctively without father or mo- 
ther. — Melchizedeck, king of Salem and 
the priest of the High God, sun*ounded 
by usurpation and paganism, confirmed 
the promise to Abraham^ that the land 
should be yet restored, to the rightful 
owner* When divided into two king- 
doms, it was named the land of Judah 
and Israel; and when Israel went into 
captivity, it was known by the superior 
title of Jadea. The Philistines on the 
sea coast who were never wholly dis- 
possessed, gave it the name .of Palestine^ 
and it is now by Christians justly called 
the Holy Land, 

And what is its extent ? asked Timo- 
laus. — The extent of the Lesser Canaan, 
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replied Zenobia^ from Dan to Beersheba 
is a hundred and forty miles^ and from 
Jordan to the Mediterranean fifty; the 
Greater Canaan extended from Moant 
Lebanon to the shores of the Red Sea^ 
and from the Mediterranean to the Ea- 
phrates*— thus was the promise made to 
Abraham nobly fulfilled : ' Unto thy pos- 
terity have I given this land from the 
river of Egypt unto the great river Eu- 
phrates ;' and of this land^ his descendant 
Solomon^ of the fourteenth generation, 
was king ; who, while he continued faith* 
ful to God, was blessed of God: for in 
riches and wisdom he exceeded all the 
kings of the earth. 

Solomon possessed his kingdom in 
peace? enquired the elder hoy doubt- 
ingly. — He did; and thus was ensured 
the building and dedication of the tem- 
ple, but the sins of the fathers were 
visited on the children ; ten tribes re- 
volted to Jeroboam and formed them- 
selves into a kingdom named Israel, those 
reaiaining, Judah and Benjamin, alone 
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continning faithfbl to Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon.— But Israel, said TimoJaus, 
did not long prosper. — ^No ; rebellion and 
ingratitude never can ; their chasing of 
their own accord an obscure subject, in 
defiance of him, who, though weakly led 
astray, was still their king and the son of 
David, anointed by God himself, brought 
down ruin uporr them; the Assyrian, 
Shalmanazer, was sent against thera^ and 
ten tribes were taken captive.*— Methinks, 
remarked Herennianus, that this bad been 
sufficient waraing to the kingdom of Ju- 
dah to avoid idolatry. — Most true, replied 
bis mother, yet, despising that Sacred 
waraing, they persisted in oflfence, Kttd 
Nebuchadnezzar was made the instrument 
of divine vengeance; the e3res bf Z«dc- 
kiah, their last king, were put out, and 
they suffered a^captivity of seventy years. 
' By the waters of Babylon we* sat 
down and wept,- repeated Timolaus, and 
Cyrus at the end of that period permitted 
them to return and rebuild the walls and 
the temple ; but, my mother, are there no 
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remains of the ten dispersed tribe*? — ^Yes; 
for it was spoken by the same voice which 
doomed them to captivity^ that a remnant 
sbonld be saved.*-*Of what tribe are we ? 
asked the elder. — Septimia is of the tribe 
of Benjamin, her forefathers were taken 
captives to Babylon^ and at the de- 
struction of that eity^ their descendants 
were transplanted to Selencia on the En* 
pbrates, where was bom my mother and 
tfay nncle Elkanah. 

. But in the time of Augustus Csesar, 
when this land was a Roman province^ 
it was distinguished by other appella- 
tions.— True^ replied Zenobia; Herod the 
Great being dead, his kingdom was di- 
vided among his sons^ yet still under Ro- 
man jurisdiction. Galilee, on which w© 
are entering, was peopled by a remnant of 
the ten tribes, Samaria adjoining was 
colonized by Medes and Persians^ and 
Jttdea to the south became the real habi- 
tation of the tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min, wherefore both Samaria and Galilee 
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*were ever held in hatred and contempt by 
the Jews^ (the inhabitants of Judea) and 
Jerosalem its capital. 

On quitting Lebanon, Omar, whose 
attention was ever fixed on the youths^ 
perceiving Herennianiis grow pale and 
languid with intense heat, he led his camel 
to the shade of a rock, and fetched him 
one of the leather bottles from the carrier, 
bnt the boy finding the water heated and 
unpalatable put it gently from him, Omar 
raising it to his own lips understood the 
cause, when,, pouring it upon the sand, he 
disappeared. Zenobia and her company 
had reached the spot where lay Herenni- 
anus, when the Arab returned, swift as 
the wild roe of the mountains, ift^ith the 
water-skin filled to the brim : he held it 
to the prince, who quaffed the cool refi'esh- 
ing stream, and returned it to Omar, the 
remainder he drank himself, and directing 
the company to proceed on their way, 
sat down in the shade at the foot of the 
rock, and taking the head of the child 
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made it repose on his bhoalder. Op* 
pressed with heat and fatigae^ Heren^ 
oianus closed his eyes, and when he 
again opened them, the heats were past 
away, the moon lightened the smiling 
prospect, and he breathed new life : bat 
he was not longer snfitsred to indulge in 
rest ; the Arab canght him in his arms, 
and bounding forward, overtook the 
queen near the fountain from whence he 
had fetched the water, the springs Jor and * 
Dan, from which the sacred river flowed. 
Entering Phoenicia, they proceeded 
straightway to Sidon, its capital, the 
mother of Tyre, and therfeVhat subject 
for meditation on fallen human grandeur! 
Sidon, once the. proud and magnificent, 
the^seat of arts and learning ! Theodosius 
was received with due honours^ and enter^ 
ing the Christian church, there officiated. 
Passhog the east gate, he approached Ze- 
nobia, whose wish for a private reception 
having been made known, was duly re* 
spected, and addressed her — On the spot • 
where now we stand, said he, knelt the 
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womanof Canaan, when importanately be- 
seeching the S^lvionr of man to heal her 
daughter, his reply was, ^ Great is thy 
faith, be it done unto thee as thou wilt.' 
Was not this the literal accomplishmetit 
of these words — ^ Ask, and it shall be 
given — ^knock, and it shall be ot>eiied?' 
I, Zenobia, iu my own person can truly 
declare, I never y^et asked and was re- 
fused, without being subsequently co^* 
vinced that the refusal was a blessing.— * 
The look of the queen seemed to answer. 
Because all thy desires are pure and holy. 

On looking back at Sidon, Do not^ 
asked Theodosius, do not the prophecies 
of Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah, present 
themselves to thy mind? those prophe- 
cies foretelling its destruction, and whicb^ 
under Ochus, King of Peraa, wcrd 8o 
awfully fulfiHed ? — Zenobia was silent^ 
an air of melancholy came over her coub- 
tenance, and though the predictions were 
trembling on her tongue, her heart re- 
fused to give them utterance. 

When in sight of Sarepta, The b^rel 
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of meal shall not waste> exclaimed Timo* 
laus^ neither. shall the cruize of oil fail,' 
until the Lord send rain upon the earth. 
should I die young, that there were an 
Elijah to restore me to my widowed mo- 
ther !— -An affectionate look was all the 
answer made hy Zenohia ; her heart was 
full. 

Arrived at Tyre, her silence and de- 
jection were noticed by all ; no prophecy, 
no comment was repeated or made. She 
checked her camel when crossing a wide 
and desolated plain overspread for nine« 
teen miles around with splendid ruins, 
and looked upon the neighbouring town : 
Theodosius continued at her side ; he 
read all that passed in her mind, and 
though she still refused to make it known, 
now i^iewed he already knew all. 

O Tyre ! impurpled, golden Tyre ! 
he said, once the proudest, most princely 
city of the earth ! thou that rejoiced in 
the fall of Jerusalem ! ' Behold, I am 
against thee, said the Lord ; nations shall 
destroy thy walls, O Tyre, and break 
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down thy towers, scrape off thy dust, and 
make thee like the top of a rock, a place 
for fishers to dry their nets on. I will 
hring upon Tyre, Babylon from the north 
with horses and chariots, and he shall 
break down thy walls and enter thy 
gates, and slay thy people by the sword, 
and thou shalt no more be built, said the 
Lord God.* 

Bat it was rebuilt, replied Herenni^ 
anus, and afterwards destroyed by Alex- 
ander. — No, my child, said Zenobia, 
mournfully, it never was : the prophecy 
repeated by Theodosius refers to antient 
Tyre, of which this desolated spot on the 
continent is the site, and these its splen- 
did ruins ; here reigned Hiram, cotem- 
porary with Solomon. The Tyre which 
Alexander destroyed, was built on yonder 
spot, then an island joined by him to the 
continent, and the third Tyre is, as 
thou seest, situated on the peninsula thus 
formed* — ^llien still, replied Timolaos, 
Tyre esTists, though hot in situation, in 
name, ^nd the prophecy is not yet com- 
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pfetely falfiUeid.-^Tbe completibDi iU]f 
child^ retnrned Theodosius, is noi averted/ 
bnt delayed. Times are in ihe hand of 
the Lord^' and ages inay pass away ere the 
folfilment of this shall be ivitnessed by 
mau^ bat the time will iafely come when 
the trareller shall bear ivltness against 
it : he shall here sedk; and find no na- 
tion; standing on u mined sandy shor^^ 
he shall tuxt even see the remains of yon 
stately city now before our eyes^ he shall 
not find one stone npon another, but 
shall distipguisfa its sole inhabitants/ five 
fishermen, abiding on the top of a rock, 
hanging their nets to dry thereon. 

They quitted the coast, and travelled 
eastward to the sea of Galilee. To 
Timolaos' enquiry, Zenobia answered, 
that it was also distinguished by the 
names of Chinnereth, Geonesaretb, and 
Tiberias ; that it was in length a bun* 
dred furlongs, and in breadth forty.— « 
This, remarked. the pat^iaxjch, as they 
stood npori its borders, is the only sea on 

VOL. II. F 
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i^^icU2<cMi: ShviphF' ;'embark^d>. and , here 
^^m'f«rfeiTO*d uismf of I1I0 mirook^ I'.n 
> A8.4lljrtbi9gs *ppertaiii totheXord,. 
said l^erqu^n^i wb; baTeiiSoliciiied.i^hat 
Wiis alr^y/bifi? ^hy^ in&tead o£ sajdng:, 
^ Go put^ I ptayjtheei/ a.HttleifroWl^oid^'i 
didrb^.not enter tlfte'^hi^.bf hy!own)wUI^ 
and iOAr^Qulo^ly pkt^toaealP-^Te sA ail 
^iS^ftitfplejof respeot . tx> (frc^eity^iyet tia-< 
9taiitly^ be iperfonned itlie jBunaelel < o£ ^tba 
dra^b^of^fi^hesiAS totewmrditbeir bbspi* 
teble^ud gracioWjOOQiplianoeiiiheaiuilked 
cmitl^e sea/.^biore&br&hatdfkid need of bn- 
man inventions:; his design in entering 
ships, we mayi sni^ipose^ to manifest bis 
approbation of scteneeiand indastry. As 
man, be deigned to: feed with man: wb«i> 
human mea^is failed in procurin;^ a snp^ 
ply, be, as GQd> sdpernatnrally.fed tfaon* 
lands $ as man> be songlit food upon the 
fig-tree — as JebovAb, \ he onmed I it. *-* 
Could not the. tongbe which said. Be wi^ 
theredr have also said. Be hang with 
iiuitr^-rlle amply supplied tbewnnts tif 
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otliers^ yet hims^f practisnd selfrdenial : 
when iia the. ^wildisniess.'fWty'^daya^ and 
forty nigl^tfc^ibnaiap aiB WHa;<outfof i^acbi 
his angels! mioifitdtdditDffaiaaDr^glvea over 
to extremity of ififitfreak, and'bopie%] man 
is lost,; heaven is ever nbarat hand. * 

Is the ag'ei of mifacled gone bjf^i en-» 

qnimdZenobia^-^tis : hiavetfiitb^-iMit 

expect >nbfaliFades> ^nd to £dtH add'^l^ 

exeftiod ; faith alone piodneesf: ndt&iilg^ 

joined 'taescertion, all' things, i BelioM 

yon plant on the ground ; shotild li look 

at it, saying, I believe that in time the 

earth may cover that plant, the rain 

hollow it a bed, and it strike root, what 

do I bat tempt God? Is it not my daty, 

if I wdsh it to grow, to put' itimyself in 

the ground ? Natural causes may prevent 

its growth, but my part is done, and for 

the rest I pray for the blessing' of God 

on it, and believe that he will h^£^ my 

prayer. ' ' . . 

What towns do we now approach? 
asked the queen. And why delay our 
progress towards Nazareth? — First, visit 
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nwih of this sea^ three places remarkahle 
for having incarred. the malediction of 
the Lord, said the patriarch, impres* 
aively* ^Woetothee^ChorAzin! woeanto 
thee^ Bethsaida I And thou, Capemanm^ 
which art exalted unto heaven^ shalt.be 
brought down to hell^ for if the mighty 
works done in you had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon^ they would have re- 
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.' 
Here^ at Bethsaida^ were bom three of 
the apostles, Peter, Philip, and Andrew, 
and here Jesus gave sight to the blind. 
At Capernaum, how great, how numerous 
the miracles there performed, and every 
' miracle a blessing ! There the centurion 
asked and obtained the life of his dis* 
eased servant, Jairas received the reani* 
mated body of his daughter^ the palsied 
was healed, and Peter's mother cured: the 
disciples, armed with power, in his name 
cured, but also inflicted death, and blind- 
ness, and other judgments ; but Christ in 
his own person, was all goodness, mercy^ 
, and clemency. 
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On yonder eminehcey near the coast, 
continued the patriarchy *wa8 given the 
disccmrse > called the Sermon on the 
Mgiint. .Think of the perverse 'com«^ 
ments of the Jewish teachers on the law 
of Moses, aiid compare it with the com- 
mandments so fnll of grace and truth 
here delivered: — Not life for life, in 
their unqualified vindictive sense^ eye for 
eye, nor tooth for tooth —« burning for 
burning, wound for wound, nor stripe 
for stripe ; but Blessed are the humble in 
spirit, they that mourn, the meek, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peace- 
maker. Yet here he adds. Think not I 
come to destroy the law and the pro- 
phets, (for they allowed but public and 
judicial retributions, and even those much 
moderated and kept clear of private re- 
sentments;). I come not to destroy, bnt to 
fulfil. Love your enemies, do good to 
them that hate you, pray for them that 
persecute you. 

. Was it not here/ a^ked Zenobia, 
where now we stand, that after this ser- 
f3 
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inon^ be embarked to cross o^r to tbe 
opposite coasts ywhen oyeri^ken by tbe 
tempest? — It was: ^ Tbe ship was co- 
Tered with tbe waves, bat. be Was.lisle^ ; 
bis disciples woke bim^ saying} Lord^ 
save 'ids^ we pmsb ; aiid he rebfaked 

' the winds and the sea,^ and there! was 9 
great icaltn/ These disciples were fisher* 
men^ accastomed from yonth to tbe daiv* 
gers of the elements ; how awfal tbeu 
this storm fo inspire them, with terror^ 
iind suspend exertion ta esc^)e it ! Well 
practised in the natural changes of th# 
elements, how truly convinced that this 
great and sudden calm was miraculous ! 

Zenobia listened, but with an air of 
unusual despondency. Are there not 
atber storms than those of winds and 
waves ? continued Theodosius ; other 
dangers than those arising from sinking 

.vessels ? Thy boscmi is wholly free from 
passion ; tbe filial, conjugal, and ma<* 
ternal passion alone has ever visited that 

, bosom"; buti there are others requiring 
ccmstdiit watch io calm and snbdae-~am* 
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bitiou^ iirjastice, cruelty, ^deceit: nf ev^r 
agitated by sadi^ O math to the tfaroiie^f 
thy Maker, aftd say, ^ Lord, aave, or I 
perisb r or if the Tvctlin of the crifoes of 
odien, thy kingdom threatened, thy per- 
son menaced,- ellng^tb the Saviour of: the 
irorld> and be will arise, «aying, * Why 
att tho« ftarful, Othou of little faith ?' 
He wili I'ebuke the llireateniog storm, he 
will gnatxl thee from peril, and establish 
ahlessedcalm. 

: ') The queen, tmor^ ofended at his sus* 
piciotis than- affected 'by bis paternal re- 
fiidttstmnee, <coolly' deinanded, ^What is 
this dir^ calamity tlii^u art^ev^l^ jir«dicting 
t9 myself and ^f^k }' Of lotf , thy admdh 
nitions hare daily takcrn^ this oli^eerless 
turn r what canit tboa'^fear; ii4iui^4i^fe- 
bend ? '^ 8^)ci(6nt to th^ dayfe the e<^il 
thereof* " . - I . , -'•'\. -l .vji::"-:'> 
O quote not dye wo^i o^ Sdl^yture in 
thfe thfuntb^raird' state dftlrtnlttol'lidr- 
ther foresee tier bdrt&^i^dic«^ ahf dklir 
mity cvthfet^tei.thy iieftlk ^ oi* person : nay, 
fal: otii6rW}ie ; ' to-^thee'I Jobb'.for the 
F 4 
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perfortnance of the. greatest^ most glo- 
rioas deed that hath ever been attempted 
—the perfect and universal convemon of 
the Easti both Jew and Gentile. Mistake 
not the words of trath for those /of adula- 
tion ; praises from lips like mme are .de- 
signed not to inspire vanity^ but to raise 
the depressed spirit^ and arm the mind with 
piety and fortitude. Thou art not. ignorant 
of thyself; hear then from me the consci- 
ousness of thy perfection .confirmed^ that 
thou mayst not hereafter, plead one ex- 
cuse to palliate the slightest. failure, in 
the work thou wert born to perform. 
Highly favoured of 'heaven, by divine 
grace well prepared to receive the gospel, 
I but arrived^ and it was received. Thu3 
was gained one. in whom determined re« 
solution and;lma3ciiline wisdom is joined 
extensive learning and commanding elo* 
quence^ with the softest, tenderest heart 
-ra fonn which fills eyery heathep sub- 
ject with adoration, and reminds the He- 
brew of the awf\;il and majestic beauty of 
a conquering Judith, blended with the 
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attractiye graces of a blushing Esther, 
Of thee it may be said^ as of Capemanm^ 
O Zenobia I which art exalted unto hear 

vcn Something, I know not what^ 

has of late agitated thy mind. It is not 
anxiety as to the state of Palmyra in thy 
absence^ since daily thou receiyest letters 
from thy father of .its welfare ? If thou 
dost repent this journey, speak but the 
word^ and we will go no further; fear 
not me-r-I will also relinquish it. Say, 
most honoured, shall we return to Pal- 
myra? 

Oh, holy father, pardon, O pardon ! 
she replied, this deep dejection of spirits 
which I in vain endeavour to repress — a 
dejection that suddenly seized me when 
seated on one of the fallen columns 
among the ruins of Tyre, fihe stopped 
and hesitated, but encouraged byTheo- 
dosius, continued. When I reflett on what 
Tyre once was, the brilliant diamond in 
the golden crown of the world, and that 
my Palmyra owes its present greatness to 
the fall of Tyre find the destractioii of 
F 5 
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Jerusalein ('.'^i^&en I tkink upon the 
changes ctrnt inotioos^ undergo^ my lieart 
aib.that taoiaent^ii'-^-^Ohy Theodosias ! piiy, 
.feat do not rebukefme-^-^-these boys are not 
dearer to rae.than is Palmyra. 

. Rebuke Ithee! said th« patriarch, and 
Jieiturned away Jbifi fkce.-^My mother! 
^exclaittied Tiuiolatis, thoa weepest ! and 
be wodid have thrown his arm£[ aronnd 
her neck, had not his brother with tender 
respect dramr him silently away. . 

Zenohia, said Theodosias, with tikered 
voice, hear me once again, and glory Jn 
being made an instmment in' the hand of 
God* Having escaped the idle and to^ 
hiptQons. inactivity which religioii and 
the climate imposes on the women of 
tjifese parts, thon mayst look forward to 
thirty years of happy existence, and in 
that timfe what may not thy iSbbI and ex«- 
ample effect ? I repeat, thy presence 
alone ensures converts ; point to the 
gospel, saying, ^ This is my faith, be 'it 
yours,* and tbou spreadest over these re- 
gions the kingdom of J^us Christ.^ Be 



aUESK <Ot^ PALMYRA. IO7 

Palmyra fipsl«con^rted^ ftfid ^abide reli^ 
gfously by tbe pwe ~ dodtrines ^^f.^^t^e 
gospel, the M^siiA ^li'^e^itii <protcfCtor ; 
let Palmyra f^ye it^lf to- bifny and he 
will gaard his 6in\. ' ^ 

Zeaebia reviving, - frttempted to 'smile, 
saying, WoaM that the age of prcyphecy 
bad not'ceaseid, abd thowwert truly in- 
spired when foreboding good to PaljnyTa! 
•-^And canst tbon, O qoeen^ doubt my 
words? On ^hyriBtiTm^ proclaim to tby 
empire that thou boldest Paganism ih 
abhorremee, hdsti aljyored; Judaism^ knd 
will embrace Ghi^istianity, and mark the 
consequence :—« heathen • temples will 
sink itrto dust, ^oracles' -ce^se, human sa- 
crifices end-^the red^^hotarmsoi^ Moloch 
will fio more' clbsp the shrieking inlunt, 
the horrid sound of^ drums drowning the 
mother'^ screams,* bi^ 00 longer beard- 
amphitheatres will' no ilidr^ be*' crowded 
to witness Hood and carnage,^ <>a^tive 
monarcfas no more dri^gged in triampfi 
at the conquerors* cliaf iot-wheelb, ; or 
prisoners of wafcr massacred to appease 
f6 
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the .xnfaxie$ of. the dead: man will no 
longer sell man-^superflnons^ crael^ and 
: abrard ordinances will cease-*— with hea- 
then temples will disappear, synagogues 
equally impious^ and thus the Hebrew be 
readied to reason, the kingdom of the 
Messiah be establiBhed, and wheresoever 
that blessed kingdom is settled in its first 
parity, asylnms for old age will rise-— 
hospitalsTor the diseased^ the blind, the 
lame, be erected — fnnds established for 
the necessitous— houses of reform built 
for Restitute penitents, and schools for 
their deserted ofl&pring ; all will be mercy, 
brotherhood, and charity : the cross will 
.rise triumphant in the East, drawing after 
it the hearts of men ; at the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow, and all will 
bless the name of Z^nobia. 

Zenobia looked stedfastly at Theo- 
dosius, and almost could have exclaimed, 
with the council who gazed upon St. St^ 
phen, ^ His face is as the face of an 
angeL* She took his hand, and bowing 
over it^ said. This is the hand that shall 
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baptize me^^-this hand shall issue the de- 
cree for building chnrcbes in every pro- 
vince of my realtad^ and the Almighty do 
the rest: from that honr dejection fled 
her countenance. 

As they remounted to proceed on 
their way^ Zenobia enquired, Will Rome, 
thinkest thou, ever embrace Christianity? 
And should it, will uninterrupted prospe* 
rity he the consequence ?. — Such an event 
is most probable, replied the patriarch, 
for the memory of St. Paul is there still 
.fresh and revered, and Christianity hath 
widely spread through Italy ; but should 
hereafter a Roman emperor renounce 
Paganism, he must be aware that it is 
requisite to be a Christian in' nature as 
well as name, an imporal Christian 
being farther from heaven than a vir- 
tuous Hebrew or a Pagan. On the pos* 
terity of Solomon the beloved and mag- 
nificent, fell the avenging scourge equally 
with the idolatrous Babylonian. Rome 
may be converted, may decline, and fall : 
the mere hisbnian will record the fact^ 



1 10 !2ftK(>BIA^ 

of SO moineDtoas an event; had not the 
nge of prophe<5y expired, iaepiration^ as 
in the case of Bahylonia, Assyria, afid 
the cities of Phcenicia, would relcite the 
caiue. 

Z^nohia, with renovated is^irits, pur- 
sued her way, devoting her sole' Itttention 
to Theodosius, for her sons, under the 
protection of Omar, a being who ap- 
peared possessed of powers mofe than 
human, was wholly divested of care on 
their account. *Omar let them neither 
suflfer heat, cold, hunger, thirst, wor wea- 
riness ; he administered to th^ir plea- 
sures, joined in their sports when a halt 
longer than usaal permitted it, and 
watched their sleep ; amidst sterility they 
were supplied with abundance, and * had 
only to express a wish for grapes, citrons, 
almonds, or other fruit, and it was ever 
supplied. O that that scarlet bird were 
mine t ' exclaimed the younger, attd the 
flamingo was brought to him on the 
point of Omar's arrow-. How noble, 
cried the other, to see the chace of the 
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ostrkh !-<^Ue ostriofa^ at the iDstatH^ was 
forced ' to begia it^ itianibg fligtit,! fdr 
Omar pm-sttedi it.: turned eveiV way it 
ran tbuDUgti. the' camp in circled, and 
nntil the ^inces gave sigiis for the chace 
to. cease, the Arab never halted to take 
foreadiv 

The Bight air having seized Tinid- 
lans, tiis faithful Omar disappeared with 
him, and the next morning restored the 
child to'hia^inortber free of disease. Omar, 
said Timolaus, toc^k me to a field, and 
killed four sheep success iveljr, and bathed 
my limbs in their warm Mood. Heren- 
nianus riding hts favDuritis. Egyptian 
horse over a ground strewn with thorns 
and brambles, the beast stumbled ; the 
boy applied the spur, and the horse be- 
came bngbvernable : Would thoU wert 
dead ! ' exclaimed t4>e angry youth, and 
the arm of the over-2^alo^9 Al'ab 'Stnt^k 
hioii deusd cm the spot, InslaB%ly*the air 
was ^led With lanyeutation, and Heren^ 
nianiis^ overtaking his mother; complained 
of his^lo!s9^ It wa^.thy oWjOixlesii'e^ implied 
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Zenobia, calmly^ therefore blame thyself; 
and he was left to follow on foot. He 
cast his eyes around^ and on seeing 
a traveller pass^ muttered, I wish thy 
camel were mine; the trayeller was in- 
stantly dismounted by the Arab, -who 
placed the boy on his back. Zeao|4a 
saw the transaction, and indemnified the 
stranger five-fold on his voluntarily relia- 
qnishing the camel; when turning to Vic- 
torinus, she remarked. And I could almost 
wish we were deprived of this dreadful 
minister of vengeance. 

Behold the brow of yon steep hill, 
said the patriarch, there in a concave 
valley on its summit is Nazareth. Na- 
zareth, exclaimed Zenobia, where the in- 
fant Jesus was nurtured, brought up, and 
lived until he entered on his ministry ? 
The same : where he became subject to 
his parents and encreased in statnre and 
in wiadom, growing in favour with lOod 
and man. They ascended the hill and 
entered the town. Having visited the 
.house of Joseph they repaired to the 
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synagogne.—rHere, said Tbeodbsiils, his 
baptism and tismptatioii passed^ Jesus 
came^ and .where, Zenobia, for sublimity 
and grandear can be found a passage to 
equal 'the description of his entering on 
his ministry ; read it thyself, in the. same 
synagogue^ at the same desk, with the 
same meek spirit. . ' 

^ And he came to Nazareth, where be 
bad been brought up, and. as his custom 
was^ went into the . synagogue on. the 
Sabbath-day^ and he stood up . to read^ 
and there was delivered unto him the 
book of the prophet. Isaiah, and wheii he 
bad opened . the book he found "the place 
where it was written, ^ The .spirit of the 
Lord is upon me because he hath. ap- 
pointed me to preach tl^e* gospel to the 
poor ; he hath sent me to. heal thevbrokeh 
,hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captive, to give sight to the blind^ to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord/ And 
he closed the 4)ook and gave it again to 
the minister and sat down, and the eyds 
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«f ail thiatwete in the synagogite were 
fastened cm him, and he b^an tbsay 
•nnto them*— This day is this scriptare 
-fulfilled in yonr ears.' 

Yet his words were not believed^ re- 
marked Zenobiia.—- On onr lefenring^ the 
town^ replied Theodosins^ I will shew 
the brow of the hill, from whence they 
would violently have cast him down 
headlong; the divine iHatnre then'inter- 
posed> and as a shadiow peradventure be 
escaped, for the words are-^^He pateing 
tfarongh the midst of them wisnt bis way ; 
and, bnt that he came into die world to 
tsnffer^ eonld be not as dasily intfae^^rden 
of Oethsamene have passed awAy an- 
hurt? 

On crossing the valley of Esdralon, 
Zenobia perceived Theodosins contem- 
plating a high mountain standinjg apart, 
of cone -like shape resembling none other. 
That is Mount Tabor, he replied^ and 
thereon took place the transfignvation. 
Thus Elijah did verily comedown- from 
heaven, as witnessed by the apostles^ be- 
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fore the cojoaiog of tbe dteadfnl day of 
wrath in which Jerusalem was over- 
whelmed. At every step hereafter thoa 
wilt find the events recorded in the Old 
and New Teiftament mingled^ bat well 
read in eacfa> confasion is easily avoided^ 
We have passed Nairn at the foot of 
Monnt Hermon^ where the widow's only 
son was raised to life (as easy to restore 
animation as at first to give it), the town 
of Endor, where SanI consulted the sor- 
ceress, ' and Bethulia^ saved by Judith 
from the Assyrian Holqfefnes. Yonder^ 
to the right is Shnnem, now only a vil- 
lage, where lived tha Wealthy itiatron 
who provided a room for Elisha^ and to 
whom Elisha said what kingfe could not 
— ^Be embraced by thy son, i^estored from 
the dead. 

On the mountains of Gilboa* they 
stopped to examine the place where Saul 
lost crown and life, and when standing 
thereon- — ^ O Jonathan/ exclaimed the 
gentle Timolaus ; ^ I ani distressed for^ 
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thee^ my brother Jonathan^ tbe beiauty of 

-Israel is slain ! how arie thfe mighty 

fallen^ and the weapons of war perished 1' 

The arm of Timolaus as he spake was 

passed round th^ neck of Herennia»us, 

.on whom he leaned, and wli€« he re- 

.peated, ^I am distressed fpr' thee/- my 

brother/ the emotion of Zenobia was 

s narrowly observed by Theodosius. 

We approach the royal city of Jezreel, 
said he, and shall stand on what was | 
once the vineyard of Naboth— thou wilt 
see the spot where dogs devoured Jezabel, i 
and that spot once red with the blood of 
. Ahab : hast thou lately read, art wdl ac- 
quaint^sd with the eighteenth chapter of 
the second book of Chronicles ? Zeno- 
bia, struck with the peculiar solemnity of 
his manner, could not answer, and he 
continued. That chapter be thy future 
guide.-— I recollect, said Zenobia, that 
Ahab, King of Israel, entered into a treaty 
of peace with Jehoshophat, King of Jodah, 
.and th^t, deceived by the united voices of 
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four hundred false prophets/ he went up 
against the King of Syria^ and was slain 
at Ramoth Gilead. 

Tme^ said Theodosins ; Ahab, the 
worshipper of Baal^ the husband of the 
idolatrous . Sidonian Jezabel, the perse- 
cutor of the prophets of God^ was yet^ by 
the mercy of. the Lord, warned of the 
eyent of that battle. The four hundred, 
in the spirit of flattery, said. Go up, for 
God will deliver Syria into thy hand. 
Micaiah^ single among the wicked, said, 
in the spirit of truth, I see all Israel 
scattered npon the bills, as sheep that 
have no shepherd. Yet Ahab suffered 
this holy prophet to be stricken in his 
presence, and then conimanded him to a 
prison.— A prison ! repeated Zenobia, I 
remember not that circumstance. — Deaf 
to the prophetic voice, continued Theodo- 
sius, Ahab joined cruelty and injustice to 
impietyj and ordered him to captivity, the 
bread of affliction and the water of afflic- 
tion, whose advice, had he followed, he 
had neither lost life nor kingdom — study 
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tibis chapter, Zenobia^ study it well^ it is 
a lesson peculiarly adapted to sovereigns. 

In their way to Ce&area^ they passed 
the cave where Obadiah and the hundred 
prophets were conceiiled from JefzaheL*-^ 
Thesq subtei*]*aneous dwellibgi, remarked 
Th^odpsius, tmknown to Palm^ene, are 
common to our Judea; in these deep re^* 
cesses of the mountaikld, 'al'e!chambe];$ 
made by nature and improved by art, 
which, branching intb others^ could well 
donta\h whole armies^^^Nayj- wliiSe \ve 
speak, added Victorinus^ thotigh the en- 
trance of yon cave appear desolate, may 
not there lurk beneath our feet a horde 
of Arabs. 

I would not have the fidelity of our 
Arab5 or the valour of'onr generals be 
put to trial, replied Zenobia, urging the 
pace of her camel ; let us hasten there- 
fore to Cesarea, that renowned city, beau- 
tified in honour of Julius. On arriving 
at it. Here, said Theodosius, dwelt Cor- 
nelius, the first Gentile converted ; here 
also dwelt Philip,. the evangelist^ and the 
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prophet jLgahvis, who foretold tbie dearth 
in tbe-Teigti^of Clandios and the dealb of 
St; Pa»L; ttiid we now eater tl^; hf II of 
jadgment^ where, xyn yonder ibhrone^ sal 
Herod Antipas, tlie royal fiiimptnons He*^ 
rod^ the persecntor of the church ^ this* 
wide find splendid area was filled witb. 
idolaters^ . . who^ * iwhen ' H^rod spakey 
shoated^^^ It is- thence of a^go^^notof 
a man V : and at the «ame ' ihstant^ tiiiay 
theiis ^od^ crawqad and arrayied ab. purple; 
fell fvom his tlirbne^ s^ickeh by. disease 
and death. Hithef was St. Pad! sent 
prisoner, by Ananias the high priest, and 
accused by him and Tertallns before 
Felix the governor of that city, St. Paul 
pleaded the cause of Christianity^ 

I did not, aqswered Zenobia, say to 
thee. Go thy way for this 4ime, when I 
have a convenient season I will call for 
thee«— tbour veceivedst ane as the apostle 
of truth should ever be received^ but let 
not presumption ov«rsbadpw the bright- 
ness of a^candid and lanprejodiced mind. 
•*-The soul of Felix was daik, thine en- 
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joyed faint twHight^ fast emerging into 
sunsbine. — Here, at this .judgment seat^ 
sat Agrippa and Bernice; and here, at 
the foot of the : throne^ stood St. Pau]^ 
not one of the twelve apostles yet as 
greaty whose npright hearty known to 
tliat Jesns wfaoni^ .not knowings he perse* 
cntied, was, by that same Jesus, who de- 
scended pnrposel J from heaven, converted 
to the knowledge of trnth : his noble ex^ 
traction, his learning, rdigioas^ education, 
fervour, and piety, rendering him an in- 
valuable instrument to spread .the gos|)el 
through the Gentile world; and to the 
Hebrew, he said. In condemning Je* 
sus, you have yourselves fulfilled the 
prophets. 

On quitting Cesarea, they visited Sa- 
maria, the former capital of the kings of 
Israel and the proud rival of Jerusalem. 
Here, said Theodosius, to please Herod^ 
the daughter of Herodian danced, and 
yondor is the prison where, at her desire, 
the Baptist was beheaded. From the 
sommit of this hill of Samaria, near yon* 
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der grove of tamarinds^ is Dothan inhere 
Joseph was sold to the Midianites ; and 
tbere the well where our Saviour said 
to the woman, ^ I am Messiah/ Be- 
tween the mountains Gerizim and Ebal^ 
whereon the blessings and curses were 
pronounced^ is Shechem, where Jacob 
dwelt. 

Crossing to the Jordan^ they saw 
where St. John baptized ; they visited the 
wilderness of Bethabara and the house of 
Elizabeth the mother of John ; wherein 
Mary gave praise to God, saying, ' My 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spi- 
rit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour'— 
the towering height of Mount Pisgah, 
from whence Moses viewed the Holy 
Land was pointed out to them ; they saw 
Mount Nebo on which Moses died, and 
where the ark of the covenant was hid 
by the Maccabees; and then turning 
westward to Jericho, leaving Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem to be visited the last^ they 
no longer journeyed forward with unde- 
tiating regularity, but resorted to each 

VOL. II. o 
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sfot 9fi ^uiiostity dictated. — Shall w« Uf^t 
see the palm of Deborah ? enquired Ti- 
n^ol^u^.^-Thou shalt^ my son^ replied 
Zepbbia,thoa shalt go thither^ conducted 
bj thy Arab^ and beneath its shade where 
she judged Israel^ sing the song of De* 
boi:ah* And I to Bethel^ where Jacob had 
his dream^ said Herennianus. 

We now approach Sbiloh^ observed 
Xheqdosius^ where^ when Canaan was 
coiiquered, the tabernacle was set up and 
Tfinained four hundred years until the 
bpitding of the temple : this was the re- 
8i4ien6e of Samuel and Eli, the prophet 
and J4iidg6 ef Israel ; Eli ! sad ei^ample of 
an ill-judging parent^ whose sinful neglect^ 
in punishing his 9ons^ lost him honour^ 
li£^ af^ posterity. 

^rom thence they passejl to Rama, 
and again westward to the Mediter- 
Ttto^iii. — Here to Joppa fled the prophet 
Jottafaj, remarked thejpatriarch, designing 
t^ go to Tarsus, but the divine word said, 
^Proceed to NiiieveU/ and who shall resist 
that word unpunished? he was thrown iuto 
^ the raging sea, and the sea became calm ; 
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how often are the brnte creation made in- 
stitittieGts to perform tbe will of the Maker 
of all !— The whale which swallowed Jo- 
nah^ the ass which reptoved Bahiam^ the 
lion that tore the rebellions prophet, those 
that spared Daniel, the bears which de- 
Toored the yonng men mockers of Elisha, 
the ravens by whom Elijah was fed, all 
the agents of him who said, * a sparrow 
falls not to the gronnd nn*seen of me/— 
At Joppa dwelt Dorcas the pious, raised 
to Mfe by St. Peter, and six miles north- 
ward is Lydda, where Eneas was cured 
by that apostle of the pailsy. 

Metfainks, said Herennianus, we are 
not fer from Gath ; I would see the birth 
place of Goliah the Philistine, and the 
sepulchre of Samson. — ^They went to 
both, and also to Gaia, the principal city 
of tbe Philistines, doomed to destruction, 
as foretold by tbe prophet Zephaniah, 
and razed to- the earth by Alexander. 

And now, remarked Theodosius, in: 
our progress to Egypt we come to the 
sooth country, made interesting by the 
g3 
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recollection of the patriarchs Abrrahanij 
Isaac^ and Jacobs and which was enuo*- 
bled by the residence of a Sarah and a 
Ilebekah^ we shall pass through th^ wil« 
derness of Shur, where Hagar and I&h* 
mael wandered in sorrow^ and over the 
mountains of Faran^ where Esau strung 
bis how. 

Quitting the boundaries of Judea, the 
travellers entered on Arabia Petrea, and 
then was first experienced the protection 
of Omar. To every hovering band of 
Arabs^ which appeared at intervals^ he 
approached^ and each successively disap- 
peared. In their way to Mounts Sinai 
and Horeb they passed through an Arab 
camp, consisting of ten thousand tents 
and sixty thousand head of cattle, llie 
women brought Zenobia stuffs of silk and 
gold and silver^ or linen or cotton woven 
by their hands ; and the men rice and 
barley and other corn^ all of which she 
purchased at two-fold the price ; she ac- 
cepted from the hjjnd of their chief a 
cup of curdled milk^ and a cake dipped 
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in the oil of dates, and gave them in 
retnni the flowers she wore in her bosom. 

Having visited the principal places 
where the Israelites encamped, during 
their forty years scgonrnment in the wil- 
derness, they reached the Red Sea, on the 
shore whereof, Herennianus standing, re- 
peated in a loud and impressive tone of 
voice, the exulting song of Moses. 

Zenobia proceeded forward to Egypt, 
but did not tarry longer there than re- 
quisite to adjust the public concerns of 
her new realm ; for her n^ind returning 
with eagerness to the principal object of 
her journey, on quitting Africa, she re- 
quested Theodosius to proceed without 
delay to Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 

They skii-ted the western shores of the 
Dead Sea, nor stopped until they reached 
the fountains of Solomon, and here, by 
the queen's command^ her tents were 
pitched. The youths drank at the sacred 
spring, and examined with interest the 
three pools, each supplying^ the other in 
beautiful cascade^ and looked around on 
g3 
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what was once the gardens and vineyards 
of the Jewish king ; but^ of which^ the 
sword of war had swept away every 
vestige. 

The company had dispersed varions 
ways^ and Theodosius and Z^enobia with 
her sons alone remained. These fields, 
remarked the patriarchy were once the 
fields of Boaz^ and herein gleaned the 
virtuous Ruth^ here David fed his flocks, 
and tuned his harp to the praises of God« 

^ The Lord is my shepherd^ therefore 
can I lack nothing/ repeated Timolaus— « 
^ He shall feed me in a green pasture^ 
and lead me forth beside the waters of 
comfort; he shall convert my soul.'-— 
Zenobia looked at Theodosius, and the 
expression of that look could not be mis- 
understood. 

Having proceeded on for some time 
in silence, the patriarch stopped, and 
pointing upward, said. Behold yon sum- 
mit crowned with groves ; there is the 
city of David, that is Bethlehem. — Beth- 
lehem ! exclaimed Zenobia, O hasten hi- 
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tber. — ^^Eiold! interrapted the patriarch, 
thoa hast first many interesting places to 
visit— the Tower of Ebal, where the 
shepherds fed their flocks at night, when 
the glory of the Lord shone before them ; 
the honse of Simeon, to whom it had 
been foretold, that he should not see 
death before he had seen the Lord*s 
Christ, the tomb of Rachel Jacobus wife, 
and the dwelling of Joseph the husband 
of Mary. 

And yonder then, repeated Zenobia 
with holy emotion, is Bethlehem Ephrata, 
expressly mentioned by the prophet Mi- 
cah ; and hither travelled from Nazareth, 
the young and pious virgin, then fourteen 
years of age, the daughter of Joachim 
and Anna of the tribe of Judah, a long 
and wearisome journey for one thus cir- 
cumstanced, here to give birth to him 
who was promised to Eve. — Why longer 
delay visiting Bethlehem, there I purpose 
tarrying some days, for I shall not return 
in peace to Palmyra, ere I traverse the 
g4 
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town throughout; ere I enter that stable; 
^ touch that manger. 

Stay, O queen ! said Theodosius with 
deep dejection of look and voice, stay, 
nor attempt to approach it one step, fur- 
ther; no nearer to it must thou comcj 
never must thou ascend the hill of Beth-r 
lehem, never reach its summit : Seest thou 
that summit? Seest thou those groves 
that crown the eastern part? — ^On the 
summit is the temple of Adonis, those 
groves are the groves of Venus. 

Struck with horror and amazement^ 
Zenobia stood.— Thou, continued he, the 
fair example to thy empire of unsullied 
chastity, pure as the snows of Armenia 
among which thou wert nurtured, never 
must thy maternal feet ascend yon emi- 
nence: drop thine eye, close thine ear^ 
turn away thy step, and breathe a purer 
air, for yonder is the dwelling of impiety 
and voluptuousness. 

The eye of Zenohia was fire, her cheek 
scarlet, as she firmly crossing her hands 



aUEEN OF PALMYRA. 129^ 

npon her bosom^ exclaimed, Jadea mine ! 
and Bethlehem worship snch ! temples^ 
groves, and worshippers, shall consume in 
one fire!— And who, O woman! returned 
Theodosins, hath commissioned thee to 
be the minister df vengeance ? Art thoa 
an Elijah to call down fire from heaven ? 
— Execnte thy purpose, when at thy call 
fire doth fall ; until then usurp not the 
prerogative of the Almighty. — Destroy 
the heathen groves and fabric if thou 
wilt, but presume not to stretch a perse- 
cnting band over the persons of the wor- 
shippers.-— Invite to conversion by thy 
own example, hold forth the blessings of 
peace and truth, and convince all thy* 
subjects that, in thy mind, beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospeL 
Oh, blind ingratitude ! repeated Ze- 
nobia, thus to turn science and nature 
into the embellishment of abominations ! 
The building faultless, the architecture 
perhaps superb, its myrtle groves seetn 
lovely, yet all to be thus dishonoured 
And are the holy relics utterly destroye 
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Not so, replied the patriarch, but they 
i^re at present, entu*ely concealed beneath 
the foundation of yon impious edifice: 
the stable is a cave, hewn out of the 
living rock ; the manger a shallow can- 
cave in the west side thereof, two feet 
from the floor; the situation of botb^ 
ascertained most accurately. 

And is it thus with Jerusalem ? asked 
Zenobia, will disappointment also meet 
me there?— Thou wouldst have been 
equally disappointed, answered Tbeodo* 
^us, hadst thou visited it some few years 
back ; for, as thou must have heard, on 
Mount Moriah, where Abraham offered 
Isaac, and Solomon reared the temple^ 
Adrian had erected an heathen structure : 
on the spot where once stood the holy 
altar, he placed a marble pillar, sup- 
porting a statue of himself, and having 
completted the new city, dedicated it to 
Jupiter Capitolinus; over the gates, in 
derision of the Hebrew, he caused to 
be. placed swine cut in marble,, and 
though Christiana are periiu£tad to settle 
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withid the walls, the Jew is expelled; 
nay, it is death for any to look, even 
from the distant tops of the hills, npoa 
the city of their ancestors ; O Jerusalem! 
Jerasalem ! thou that stonedst them that 
were sent to thee, thou that wouldst not 
know the things appertaining to thy 
safety ; thou grave of the prophets ! thou 
anathemized of the Lord ! — Yet dear is 
Jerusalem to me, continued Theodosius, 
O most dear: there, on Calvary, have 
lived my progenitors ; there, at Olivet, 
lie the remains of my deceased children ; 
there do I hope to end my pilgrimage. 

Six miles northward, mounting vine 
and olive covered hills, they discerned ou 
the summit of the highest, the walls and 
towns of a city ; at the first sight of it, 
Theodosius rode on alone a few paces 
before the rest, yet gradually lingering his 
steps, the queen and his friends at length 
overtook him. 

Approaching Zenobia and the princes, 
he pointed out to them successively, as they 
rode beside him from place to place, the 
6 6 
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dwelling of Zachary, the tomb of Eliza* 
beth, the vale of Hinnom, the wall of 
Nehemiah, the site of Solomon's idolatry, 
the potter's fields the field of blood, the 
sepulchre of the Virgin, and the pillar of 
Absalom. 

Herennianus and Timolans instantly 
alighting, took up stones and threw them 
at the tomb of that ungrateful and rebel- 
lious son, then ran and fondly kissed the 
hand their mother held out to. them. 
By the advice of the patriarch, the queen 
and a few of her train also dismounted^ 
and followed him up a gentle ascent. — 
This, said he, still ascending, until ar- 
rived at a considerable height, is the 
Mount of Olives ; the torrent we crossed 
is the brook Cedron, the last valley 
through which we passed was that of 
Jehosaphat, yon garden below is the 
garden of Gethsemane, and here*beneath 
us behold Jerusalem ! 

Zenobia gazed with speechless emo- 
tion, whilst Herennianhs and Timolaus, 
quitting their mother^ went on each side 
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of Theodosias, gliding into his their 
little hands, and looking up anxiously to 
his expressive face. Mount Moriah, 
whereon stood the Jewish temple, con-* 
tinned the patriarch, is as thoa seest^ 
wholly excluded from the new city ; 
those hills formerly without the walls are 
admitted, Calvary being now the centre 
of Jerusalem. Here on this Mount of 
Olives are the remains of Bethphage, 
where the multitude cut down branches 
of palm and strewed them in the way, 
when Jesus entered the city triumphantly, 
shouting ^ Hosannah to the son of 
David !' Timolans searched and found 
the prophecy in Z^chariah, and read it 
aloud. 

The first act of Jesus, said Th^do- 
sius, was that of power and judgment, 
he cast the money changers from out 
the temple : the next that of mercy and 
kindness; he gave sight to the blind, 
and healed all that were brought to him. 
He then openly proclaimed to the Je^vs, 
that be was the corner tstone rejected by 
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the builders^ and which should yet be^ 
come the head of the corner^ and that 
the gospel should be preached first to 
the Hebrew then to the Gentile. In 
parables he taught them ever to be pre- 
pared for death, by leading a life of 
holiness, and left no doubt of the im- 
mortality of the soul, by asserting that 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were then in 
existence. The whole sum of his doc- 
trine is this, ^ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbour as thyself/ His ministiy was 
confined to Judea, but twelve years after 
the ascension, the apostles spread his 
name throughout the known world. 

Was the gospel planted in Syria ? 
enqi^red Zenobia. Tbeodosius looked 
at her some time in silence — And this, 
he at last exclaimed, is the end of leam« 
ing ! if such be the fruits of study, be 
study laid aside : thou, so well versed in 
the writings of the profane, thus to be 
wholly ignorant of sacred truths !— Thine 
is a censure. on my mother^ replied Ze- 
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nobiaj that I cannot suffer to pass un- - 
answered : Hast thou found me deficient 
in the Old Testament^ in that religion in 
which I was reared ? is not thine new to 
me, but lately examined into ? was I 
even compelled to know that such ex- 
isted ? 

Thou wert, replied the patriarch ; 
trne taste and genius must have prompted 
thee to enquire into the doctrine of that 
sect, so renowned as hath been the 
Christian during the two last centuries ; 
to have discovered what wad that won- 
derous hope which strengthened, and 
still doth strengthen the disciples of 
Christ to suffer patiently all the evils 
inflicted in the last eight pei*secutions ; 
by what spirit were they inspirej^ to 
speak new languages, emboldened in pro- 
claiming their faith, and fortified to 
endure all things, to embrace poverty, 
to return good for evil, and to live in 
charity with all mankind. This had 
been a &tudy worthy thy genius, fep 
mare than perusing a ^second dme^ much 
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less spending years in dwelling on 
the beauties of those who wrote how 
Troy was sacked, Carthage founded, 
Italy peopled. The siege of Jerusalem 
is far more interesting than that of Troy, 
and if made the study of youth, would 
lead the youthful mind to enquire into 
the cause of its desti'uction, and therehy 
teach it that it is the hand of God that 
lays the foundation of cities, and the 
same hand that crumbles them into 
dust. 

Turning to the youths, who listened 
with eager attention ; You have both, he 
said, doubtless read Pliny with Longinus, 
what testimony doth he bear of the 
Christian ?— We do not remember, they 
replijfd.— Pliny says, that their whole 
crime is to worship God and their Re- 
deemer, to observe religious rites, to keep 
their word, and be faithful to each other. 

Who preached the gospel in Syria, 
holy father ? asked Zenobia. — St. Jude, 
one of the twelve apostles, who suffered 
martyrdom in the East for reproving 
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the rites of the magi. Although seven 
chuit;hes were planted in Asia, and 
Christianity widely spread in those re- 
gions, yet so firmly rooted is paganism, 
in Syria particularly, that the hand of 
armed power can alone root it oat. 
This^ Zenobia, is an awful period, the 
world being now divided between various 
and contradictory opinions: the i;^or- 
sbipper of Jupiter, the adorer of the 
crocodile, him that doth homage to the 
stone beneath his ,feet, the Eastern, who 
bows before the sun and never-dying fire, 
the Arabian-believer in the God of Ish- 
mael, the Jew-believer in the God of 
Isaac, and the Christian. If that Reve- 
lation spread not early and rapidly 
through these parts, some wild infatu- 
ated enthusiast, taking advantage of the 
absurdities of all religions but one, and 
the lack of fervour in that one, may be 
tempted to raise a new standard of faith, 
equally inimical to all, but most to the 
Inke-warm Christian. One deeply read 
in the human heart, the Asiatic cha- 
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racter^ may be permitted for a time as a^ 
sconrge to the slow progi*ess of CInristiaii 
knowledge, to lift a daring hand and say^ 
Be deaf to those, hear me ; a sect who 
may be suffered to enjoy their hour, and 
O, to all of other faith, how dreadful 
may prove that hour ! it will not last 
for ever, but do thon, Zenobia, strive to 
prevent it — be thou the instrument in the 
band. of heaven to avert the evil. 

Is Longinus a Christian ? asked Ti- 
moluus. Theodosius and Zenobia looked' 
at each other, when the patriarch, as if 
the request had been already made, said, 
on my return to Palmyra I will attempt 
it : of virtuous heathens, and there have 
been many, he is the first ; his feelings 
are strong, genius ardent, and sensibility 
acute. Thou must not for a time em- 
ploy him in worldly affairs, but make 
secretary any other, and on his conversion 
or rejection of the gospel, let him resume 
the office ; if converted, he will be a firm 
prop to thy new faith, if otherwise, God 
is the judge of hearts.— Dost thou know 
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bim personally ^ asked Z«iiobiii.*—r never 
saw him but once, and nerer spoke with 
him ; no man will dare bold hisoself oat 
to the world otherwise than he is, for 
each hypocrisy would be an insult to 
God, the searchei' of hearts. I judge of 
Longinus by his writings. 

Descending from the Mount of Olives 
on the southern stde, to the summit of 
which Theodosius psi'oiaised to bring 
tbem ere tbdbr^^ml departure, they 
mounted their horsies and camels, and 
visited Betbany ; they entered the house 
of Simon the Leper, that of Maitha and 
Mary, and the aepukbra of Lazarus, and 
visited the fountain of the apostles. 

Skirting the foot of Mount Olivet, 
they passed the sppt where the traitor 
Judas died, and contisuing their course, 
entered the garden of Gksthsemane. Hi- 
ther, said Theodosius^ (tbe last pas* 
sever celebrated by our Lord and his 
disciples,) he came to prepare for the 
hour of death : yonder be left them 
overpowcmd with sleeps and on the spot 
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tvhere we now stand h^ knelt' in solitnde 
and prayer^ from bence be was taken 
tbat same nigbt forcibly back to tbe city ; 
this to tbe rigbt is tbe road he trod — -it 
is tbe road to Jenisalem ; we will follow 
it. He was bronght before Caiaphas, who 
sat in judgment with the priests and 
elders, and delivered in tbe morning to 
Pilate, the Roman governor.^ ' His blood 
be upon us and our children !' exclaimed 
tbe Jews, and thirty-seven years after, 
Jerusalem was drowned in their blood 
and tbat of their children. 

Theodosins paused, and looked upon 
Zenobia ; be saw the emotions to which 
his speech had given rise, and pointing 
forward as they rode along. There re- 
mains but one more object of interest and 
curiosity ; come and behold it : but as 
the determination of Judea to place itself 
under thy protection is not yet universally 
made known, it is requisite still to con* 
form to the present regulations, to be 
amenable to the existing government. 
This city is yet under Roman power $ let 
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US not now disptite that power^ bnt con^ 
fonn to its laws. Althongh no Hebrew 
may here enter, thou, as a Christian, art 
privileged ; in order therefore to avoid all 
painful distinction between thy Hebrew 
and Syrian train, leave the whole yonder 
in the Vaje of Jehosaphat until our re- 
turn, and enter Jerusalem with me, ac- 
companied only by thy sons. 

I looked to find my uncle Elkanah 
here, remarked Zenobia, as they went 
towards the city, for he obeyed not my 
order of recal.— I know not whither El- 
kanah went on leaving Palmyra, replied 
Theodosins, but be assured, O queen, h& 
was never sufiered.to enter Jerusalem. 

As they approached the eastern walls, 
Theodosius stopped to point out the 
place where^St. Stephen was stoned, and 
then entered the gate bearing that holy 
martyr's name. It having been thus pre- 
viously arranged by the. patriarch's inte- 
rest with the Roman inhabitants, and his 
authority over the Christian, they met 
not a human being in their almost silent 
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progress from the gate c^ St. Stepbefi to 
tJbe western pai't of the city. The speech 
of Tbeodosias gradadly sdftei^ed into a 
whisper, and Zenobia' and the prioces 
BfpeBred as scarcely venturing to breaf be. 
Thure, said the patriarchy to our left, is 
the Pool Belhesda and the site of I^lcrte's 
boAse; here are the stairs that lead to tbe 
judgment-seat. Yonder, to our rigbt, 
once stood the palace of Herod — tWs is 
tbe Dolorous way ; we pass the gate of 
justice : and here is Mount Cklvary. 

They ascended tlie rocky hill : ow its 
somniit was seen a small projection of 
ibe rock a few feet higher than the other 
part; Theodosius stepping hastily for- 
ward, pointed to it with strong tokens of 
emotion, and Zenobia guessed tbe spot. 
In silence she took from her elder son 
the Greek Testament she had given him 
in charge, and when her feelings would 
thus permit her, read aloud from tbe 
seizure of Jesus in the garden to his- 
expiring on the cross ; and as with awe 
and A^neration she lowered the book, »be 
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gaaed intently upon the place whereon 
that cross had stood^ and in imagination 
still beheld hanging thereon, the anffer- 
ing body of the Savioor of the woiid. ' 

Reflect^ said Theodosius, on the occii* 
pation at that iQoment of the Roman 8ol« 
diers who crucified him ; were they not 
parting his garments among them, and 
casting lots for his vesture } Thon, Ze« 
nobia, lookest upon David as a prophet ? 
—The most holy, the most favoured, and 
the most truly inspired, she replied.-* 
Then, continued Tbeodosius, Read these 
passages in the Psalms in which the se- 
veral particulars of the Redeemer's pas- 
sion are set forth so clearly and dis- 
tinctly. Now say, Zenobia, thou so per^ 
feet in knowledge of all historical events 
from the earliest times to the presient, 
canst thou recal any other of mankind to 
whom these passages are applicable?— 
Thou art skilled in the antient Hebrew, 
the modern Syriac, the Egyptian, Greekj 
Persian, and Latin languages ; few, if 
any books in these, it appears, have 
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escaped thy notice :' I am not tbns 
skilled. Canst thou, enlighten me^ and 
say in wfaom^ except in Jesns Christy has 
this prophecy been fdlfilled ?— -Bat mine, 
he added, is a Christian Bible ; we Chris- 
tians may since the resurrection have in- 
troduced these psalms and other passages 
into the prophets. Where is the passage 
in thine own gennine Jewish Bible ? 

Here; as thou art well assured, re- 
plied the queen, taking it from Timolatis. 
This Bible was given to my mother by 
hers, who received it from her father Ehi, 
a scribe and doctor of the law ; this copy 
descends to me through ten generations, 
and was made ere the last captivity, 
some centuries before the birth of Christ. 

Oh, exclaimed the patriarch, what 
words can be found to excuse the har- 
dened, the blind, the bigotted Hebrew, 
who for ages in possession of the pro- 
phets, yet spurns the truth that every 
prophecy is already fulfilled ! Now mark 
the triumphant conclusion of one of 
those psalmsp which so punctually de*- 




mtJESN OF PALBfYRA. t4S. 

scribes^ the circamstaDces of oor Saviour's 
^assion^ and wfaidi Christ repeated^ as to 
aay^ ^ Retura to yonr boroes^ open the 
jscriptvresij read that psaljn, and believe 
in me.t 

Theodosius ceased, and ^oon after 
<:ondocted Zenobia to the holy sepolcfare, 
pointing out in their way thither the na- 
tural, rent in die rock of Calvaiy. Here^ 
said be^ is the tomb of Joseph of Ari- 
mathea ; Jesus made his grave with the 
rich— -he, here reposed in death, and on 
the third day rose again triumphantly. 
As thou bast. read^ be appeared at sundry 
times to bis disciples for forty days— they 
saw bim^ they felt him, they conversed 
with him ; we saw not those things^ but 
blessed are they wln> seeiqg not, do yet 
beKeve. 

Curiosity and zeal tbus amply satis- 
£ed, Zenobia quitted Jerusalem, and con* 
ducted by Theodosiusj returned to Mount 
Olivet, wjbere, on the centre height, she 
perceived a multitude of people assem* 
bled? to whom, on approaching, the patri- 
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^h* pdititSiifg, ^afd, Behbld tty fotk) tikfe 

tShiistian bfethWn tif OaWairy ! Oil thfc 

%f)bt our Stfviouri after fee ^irtis -risen frbm 

^-ftie d6aa, ispaiste to Ms tltscipks fot tlfe 

last time, saying, * Go ye into the WdrlB, 

\jiii i*eadi *the gospel-i^ie tWt1)e1ifeveth 

^fttrdisbajitiTiea, shafl%c-sati*d/ ^hHSt 

Jesus wfts thuB W^iii% tti«ih, % ^ouil 

t6e6ived Irftn out trf ttftftr sigTit ; a*iii 

^hile they, tis Aoti fldst, "ttafbrailly fbi- 

^o'witfg the dfcectSoti 'df nfy l^afndl, lookdl 

Nrtedfestly td#aSpfts heftvfeta ^s he>€Ht «J), 

Ijehold angels in ^rfMte ft|lpatel thttte 

^^ppeared, *a;^l«(g, ^ ^e tifen of '©rfliltfe, 

Ithis same Jescrs ^bo '^s ttlkm. itplfMta 

*yon, shall s^ tome -dOMha fi<tta 'heaven'*! 

'jtldge i?be woxild.' 

TheodosSns 6nfy ceased *^p«ft:tft^, 

t^hen his Christian flock, headed by "their 

'bishop, awd nceompanitWl byftehr^ami- 

^ties, TO nmnhfer aboirt ^elren 'hthidtefl, 

slowly gal^tered to the spdt tfheiie he 

^ood with the qneen ; in awe and^^KK^e 

they loolied at both, ^ii*fen,*po?dtiWg to 

lEKenobia^ ^Tbeodosins said, ^IN(btild ^y 
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brethren^ a future member of our churchy 
a child of God, and I trusty an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven. 

2ienobia knelt, and the congregation 
also kneeling, their patriarch, standing 
on a gentle eminence, stretched forth his 
liands in fervent prayer, which having 
concluded^ he addressed the assembly^ 
saying aloud. Thus is my mission tp 
Palmyra most gloriously fulfilled I 
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ZemdMt return to Patmyra^-^Takea a surm/ of tho 
suburbs of the cUy-^Her reflections in the vallejf 
of the sepulchres — Is met by her father^^The views 
of Elkanah considered-^through his means, Por-^ 

. phyry has accompanied him to Palmyra— Paulas 
returns from Antioch, and T^eodosius is far a 
time removed — Heathenism revives — Antiochus 
urges the queen to new oonqussts-^His advice is 
sMpported by many, and opposed by Grades^! he 
Roman province ^ Biihynia taken by Zabdas'^ 
Theodosius returns to Palmyra^^The festive hall 
'^The interview of the patriarch with Septimia 
and the young princes-^Ths death of Septtmia^ 

Did ever nation fall unwarned? Indfr- 
vidoals are reminded of the consequences 
of iniquity^ and are not nations also^ 
What then, O Palmyra^ was thy warn* 
h3 
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iQg? Did fearful comets bang (sad fa* 
neral lamps^^V ot^tr thM^ M over Jera« 
salem ? Did one bewailing ran through 
thy streets^ a4^i1rl£oI)^ ^ying^ We€^ wo« 
to Palmyra I Didst thou also hear a 
voice ,in thy tenipla> saying. Let us h% 
gone?— Not oi^ df thfese awful signs 
was given thee, boluvd city, but like a 
thief in the night, destruction came upon 
thee. And yet, & Ibny^tftable remains of 
graHdMPf mipai'ah^nieft'!^ y^nr eamiot Uft 
up yonr ruined headr> aitd say^ I felt tm^ 
urttoed. On tbe day Ihitt thy saveiae]gn9 
Y^ettJfrficTu ftout their Mtf^te^ni jKPStt&ny^ 
there was not on earth a city to be com«- 

Snows of the north! exclWimed Ze- 
Aobia^ as siie caught again the first sq^ht 
dF htkimnm^ fmm^ your wfcite: boMiir I 
may discern the boundaries of my native 
land. Its <iueen reftirns to her dear, her 
]Wedotid bive^ kdem withhlamimit me«tal 
jpoBs. gatheredi im tlw moimtaiiis of the 
Southr 

Nor were these the didy fnitts ef lier 
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i:. tfaoftB of her team, wtrnatod 
vuHb iker cottnuaaioQi IsMid wcli. fhlfilkd 
her orders^ and above a seMA of^ OBmA 
vmn kMkn miUh varioM pvodcicfeiQQi.botb 
Mdniwl aul.arlifioia}, deatioed to adorai 
}Bi]NWve» aqd beauilify I^dmyasena aiii 
oapital;. anong thea? were balm ffou 
JbKichav suMft aaaiBafirom Arabia, fianmw 
£bosi DaBMseoa, apd a variety of frnit 
trees from the samekixiiriaiii neighboiuit 
hood; at Tyre and Sidon they had coin 
lacted spedmeos of every maniifiictQre^ 
and had pnvailed on niany skilM ai;ti« 
ficers of those places to accompaciy tibeia 
haek ta their cil2y> 

hk vem Qvoiiog whea Senobia reached 
the oatakHte of Palmyra. VietorioBa^ 
pnesenting himself before* her^ awaited in 
silenoe, tfhe nwteh?w(mL Ze$fobia, sha 
•oftfy saidv ftwi vi^b his troops ha disap^ 
pMdied; The vrard ZenelMi was ever the 
oeder fbs a silent an4 prii^ate veeeption ) 
whweas* tks queen ia cone hack, iie 
fue&n is axriae^iy noa the signal fqr mac* 
^ mnaio, nnforkd . b^nevs) andaina^ 
h4 
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tioDS^ entire cessation of business^ and 
ibe coming forth of the tribes to hail 
their monarch's return. • 

£Ter on the throne wbnld have rent« 
dered to Zenobia a throne irksome^ bat 
often to descend a few steps^ and some* 
times even to mingle with her subjects^ 
was to her the most captivating charm of 
royalty ; yet with a jealous eye she ever 
watched that throne, and if any unhal- 
lowed footstep dared encroach a single 
step^ the way kept clear, like lightning 
she would rushing mount, and reassume 
the sceptre. 

Arrived at the entrance of the wood 
of Palmyra, Zenobia alighted, and send- 
ing forward her train, slowly foUoweil^ 
attended only by Tbeodosius, Victoria, 
and her sons ; slow were her steps, for at 
every step she lingered to examine, to 
enjoy. She passed a cheerful party near 
the vale of aloes, seated in the rays of 
the setting sun, around one who recited 
with appropriate gestures, a tale of won« 
der, and as her garments brushed the re* 
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dter, glancing downward, sbe cangfat the 
look of astonishment and the smile of in^ 
crednlity, mixed with that of eager ca- 
riosity to hear the conclnsion. They 
looked np — a silent salute was the only 
return made to her silent wave of the 
hand. 

At some distance were groups of 
young men exercising^ and on the oppo* 
site side of the va]ley companies of mai- 
dens employed in spreading flakes of 
wool upon the grass to catch the pure 
night dew ; various shepherds were 
driving home their flocks, or watering 
then^ at the spring, whilst their wives 
were engaged among the kine. Passing 
the' ripe vineyard, Zenobia remarked. Do 
not my mountains literally drop sweet 
wine, and my land overflow with milk 
and honey ? 

They skirted the gardens and a wide 
plantation' of olive, fig, and mulberry* 
trees, the fruit of which beauteous laugh- 
ing children were gathering and eatings 
and drew near an aged and infirm Pali^y* 

H5 
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f cfiiiMly who tv^ MHited at tibe ioor of bis 
fent, cAnopidt by a sfNreBldhig TiWe $ li6 
held on hii kmie a^Oske of bread and a 
]piece of honey-'Oinnby aird was enjoyng 
tkis bis evetufng n^al^ when ZenolHa ap* 
piV>acbed. In fadete to ris^ bib trem-* 
bling bands eagerly endeavoured to col* 
lect tbe scattererd fnigmentt^ wbeo the 
ifrinrio Ml to tbe ^grovod'^ Nior Hemo-* 
nkmud nor TiiBolam mov^d a step to 
relieve his ansiittj and disltress, wbriefa 
TbeodoGdiKS observing^ adviinced btfeve 
Aem, and stooping^ gathered the follen 
food^ and restored it %o the aged laan^ on 
irfaose wMte «»d palsied head Zendbia 
laid her faand^ ^<^Jing, Peace be aotii 
thee, most bonoareel fether^ He looked 
after her, and never from that hoar to 
the day of bis deaths did hm fail repeat^ 
ing to all who would listen to biin, this 
pjirond incident^ or ever forget the pres* 
itnre of that bandv 

Oil ihe hmdcM of the river, Ao 
qnoen rtsmaiiEed .ee»m*al caravans newly 
arrilred fiwin Snm ami AlaKi> mod otbers 




piepariiig to depart io tke morning fbr 
the Wt8t; hnksL of li^b gooda wtm 
fSitd tt pf rawida in th.e centff of dit 
Ta}b7> f od co¥9red wi^ thick hide9» to 
preserve them from the night air. Tko 
pameK koro^s^ aad m^Us Imng turned 
loose to graze far amd wlde^ apd hronirM 
as ckoioe direct9d> y^t wane ejer ready to 
obey the order of reeaj^ for tbey knevf^ 
aeidier goad^ nor apar^ nor Jaah ; rest 
was to them refi^d^ent^ and eMrtioa 
welcome exercise. 

Zeaobia perceived that her orders 
Mspecdag the exposed aspect of the £asa 
had been obeyed, and vaiions plantadone 
df fir^ hox^ larcb^ and oak sprinkled as 
direrted^ some were completed, otbera 
only begun, and the scattered tools o£ 
the woikmen marked out the designed 
p^ax^es. She walked to a favourite spijify 
a ^ntle eminence, whence issued the 
springs that supplied the aqueduct, an4 
behdd with pleasuDe that her wjshes 
^ere bad also beeii executed; it now 
bore the appearance of a garde|i> and oa 
h6 
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it flonrished the black and'yellow rose^ 
the purple bind^weedy the sniall-leafed 
star of Bethlehem, the riehly tmctared 
wall-flower of Armenia, and the pale^ yet 
lovely Iris. 

Following the course of the water, 
they reached the broadest part of the 
river, and Zenobia examined what pro* 
gress had been made in her absence in 
the great and important undertaking of 
deepemng and widening that river, in 
order to render it navigable, and thereby 
open a cbmmntiication with the Eu- 
phrates. The workmen had not yet 
qnitted the spot, and in silence she 
watched them at their labour ; they saw 
her observing them, and the wearied arm 
acquired fresh vigour. 

On entering the solitary valley of the 
sepulchres, Zenobia stopped, and leaning 
on the entablature of that near at. hand,, 
(a lofty tomb overshadowed by lime* 
trees) she looked around with fond emo- 
tion. After a long pause, It is observed, 
she at length said^ that early youth is the 
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season of happiness^ of enjoyment— is not 
rather niatnrilyi> or .even age? In youibi 
all being new to onr senses^ we enjoy 
without discrimination^ without consci«> 
ousness ; but on numbering many years, 
retrospection becomes ours—* sorrow gone 
by fades^ and happiness strengthens— 
every past grief is softened to a charm^ 
and every joy remembered with double 
transport. I saw this spot now mauy 
years since for. the first time : it was 
evening ; the sun^ as now, was setting ; 
the air was^ as at .present^ perfumed with 
the sweet odours of the lime-tree; the 
only sound then was the song pf the 
nightingale^ and what sounds now are 
heard but my voice, and the song of that 
sweet bird? I leaned at that hour on 
this, same tomb^ all wonder^ doubt^ and 
surprise: bewildered^ unconscious who> 
where^ or what I was; when I look 
back upon that moment ! unconscious 
then^ but now ! O what an instant of 
bliss appears that when for the first time 
I entered the walla of my own Palmyra. 
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Vktapf& listened, apd nsit one wofd 
passing to her heart, sh? could answer 
Zeqobia ch^erfnlly^tWrheodosios listened^ 
and C€mld make no reply. 

The swallows are bnilding in the 
pinnacles of the temple, resiarked He^ 
rennianus, when they ' walked forward ; 
bow gaily do they flatter in circles ronnd 
the city, as if to thank ns for their pro-^ 
tection ! «-^My mother, said Timolaus, 
behold how the stock of Tyrian purple 
fish are encreased in the fountain under 
Trajan's wall. The birds have built 
their fleets in the battlements of tba 
eastle. How beauteous are the western 
fortifications thus crowned with goldsn 
flowers^! And see, a youQg date-tree, 
perchance self-sown, has sprouted from 
the sammit of the tower of Scdomon ! 

They entered the city, and w^^ met 
in the gateway by Antieehns and Arta« 
ba2tis, and as would the humlrfest family 
in Palmyra, the queen and hers walked 
Arough the streets towards the. palace. 
At ^etery door, ait cTery casement and 
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wittdo^rtnrtfssen clustew of joyful faeesj 
seldom wm ttie whole person visible; 
stoaping" out and dkrsiriiig back with i mo^ 
tbered wbispen of <toogratialatioii of 
^Zeoobia is fMaroed/ — and when they» 
bad pasMd^ agaiiikankrg forward to look 
after them^ 

The trearyy yet iatkfied artificer, re« 
tamimg from daily labour barely moved 
his head, as he kanied lumieward to e]t«* 
joy the fraits of that labour ; the crafts^ 
man etlU tft areric, acawely suspended his 
tml, to remark tboee tbat passed; ih€ 
SMuterer aleoe stopped to gaae ; and the 
invalid) retifiag §nm the evening air, 
alone bowed as the royai party crossed 
hkft.-^A word was net spoken, a sonnd 
was not breatiied, hat stolen looks of 
transpoit well eaplained how great their 
pieastire^ that the queen was come bads : 
nor conid love ev komage be better eK'* 
pressed, iJban bf stnct obedience to betf 
known eommaMds. 

At« the palace she fonnd Orodes, tbo 
pvocaratpiV 4Nid pniw of the eenate 



l60 ZlKOBIA^ 

waiting to i-eceive her ; when, appoiDting 
the next day for a day of audience, she 
retired with her mother to her private 
apartments. Victoria hastened to bev 
own palace to enquire, was her husband 
Claiidian yet arrived from Rome. The- 
odosius repaired to the house of Irenins,. 
and Caleb, by Zenobia*s desire, took 
chai'ge of Omar the Arab*: — ^the charge 
of a wild camel's colt woald have been 
to Caleb more welcome. 

i^abdas, having objected to Omar's 
admittance into Palmjrra, he was lodged 
that night at a house in the suburbs ; but 
ere the sun arose, and whilst yet the 
streets were empty, the houses being still 
shut, and the markets unvisited, Omar 
was found, by one of the night centinels, 
walking leisurely through a square in the 
ceutre of the city : on being questioned 
how he had gained entrance, he pointed 
to a raven perched on the walls, which, 
as he spake, flew down into the street 
beside him. % 

Caleb now appeared seeking Omar^ 
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aad having foond^ he was conducting 
him back, when, he perceiying the honses 
and shops gradnally open, entered all 
those near him, successively gliding 
swiftly in, and as swiftly mshing ont, ex« 
amining all things, and handling their 
wares and merchandize, wholly regardl^^ 
of the amazement and confusion his ap« 
pearance created. Thus pursued he his 
lawless course through the greatest part 
of the city, still restless and impatient, 
appearing in search of a lost treasure, 
until he arrived before the royal palace ; 
when, giving a sudden scream of joy he 
rushed past the guard and disappeared 
through an arch-way. 

AH within was in a moment uproar 
and consternation, the vaices of women 
were heard, and Caleb had reached the 
foot of the staircase leading to the apart- 
ments of the females, when he met Omar 
stealing softly down (a couching leopard 
with his prey)j carrying, in his arms, the 
half-nak^d and sleeping Timolaus: the 
alarm was instantly given without^ the 
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had Um conveyed by 1i^;Wgmiap t^rlMi 
iBQtbeF^ 

tvas samn^oBed before tii^e qm^n>, tji^ itAr 
dwQtfld Arabj looking s^lerB^jtfAy at tbosii 
wiembkd^ filled onBlkajaah astt|« fatbeif 
^ TifDokms^ apd addr^med bii^— Tbmi 
bast thn^ cbildreq^ axid he pointed ^ 
the piiaces.-*-! have not on^; giv^ iq« 
that brigbt-eyed boy for spn^-^I woiiM^ 
with pleasure^ repjjpd ihecold iH»f?§lJA9 
£Um)ab» werp h^ vajfl^ to ^v^ hv^ bft 
does not belong to gi^^ he b(il<il^ tpr^^O 
%iie«^ 

l^fW^ vof other re)via«d>i g^odi Qmm^ 
I9id ^eaobia^ and tboq ^alt h^ive it> for i^ 
ow joimie^ thou wert a kind, mdolgeat^ 
wd fakhfnl guide* Whm he wai in thji 
l^wer, thoa didst not attempt it; vtby 
now h«ve endeavoond to depnta me o€ 
mj? little Bon i*-*I took an oath on the 
\lkuik ttMfi of Evm^mnp raplied Omar, toi 
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hm tenia fof mytilhev Gwie bin tbiKtj^ 
^aiditlie <|OQQii, mcl botiitest ab ^baafSi»-.af 
xiibnmit^kt biifrbiivQ grmHttbe tiw^wj a 
tafont o£ silffoiu 

S]iii»nh^ tfkfsiki$nlA tlm wm^mss of tbn 
pnUiie traasQfty Wbm^b^d #Q9thia )%v4e9P 
jaHng^n %bi»cuM^fte4AagAi7al»^.tbiiB^tt<* 
^leaised raUbtr of. tb»: d'Meiti -^^ 04mi^ 
gRimiBS hoitibln ymmgeaatcn, wonbi biiir# 
iiirted irilb ttam^ng: buidai npoft BIfo* 
aftdk, bad not «bR ^nemr sta^d-bttfwQ ami 
pvdtmted hiUr-«*«Giiie<me the bead af tb^t 
man !: roaanid ike iiMremad Asabu ^ I 
woold^ with: phaama^ tldas Oinat>. maca k 
EKne to ffLY^ rcqpAiad ZaMibia,t b«* it doaa 
not bdMig to in% it. faelMbf^ tOf wy 
tmckJ-^Hts^ baad ibaU ^et bat mio^> 
nnrttaved: Oaaa«>. ratraotans andc taocbbi^ 
fais scymitar. 

Being informed by Calebs tbat the 
bales of cloth^ cbai^ Qf raiment^ and 
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bags of silver were prepared^ and tw^ 
dromedaries and their leaders to attend 
fainij, he approached Zenobia^ aiid gently 
took from her hand a cornelian seal^ 
which he was putting on his own finger^ 
when she explained that, it being that 
wherewith she sealed edicts and other 
papers of state, he readily reKnqnished 
it, and she threw over his neck a chain of 
emeralds. He then drew near the princes : 
from the waist of Herennianus, he softly 
took a girdle of silk, and, stooping, xm^ 
fastened from the ancle of Timolaus a 
golden ring ; having adorned himself with 
both, the girdle on his arm and the anclet 
on his wrist, he stood some time looking, 
alternately and with pleasure, at the 
queen's gift and his own pnrloinings from 
the youths : then casting one fond look 
on Timolaus and the dire glance of re* 
venge on Elkanah, he sprang to the door, 
and to the joy and relief of all present 
disappeared. 



V 
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The hoTur of pnblic conacil^ fixed by 
2iaQiobia for the ensuiog day^ was soc- 
oeeded by that of private andieiree. £lka«* 
uah> thoa hadst thine; retamed fromTyreji 
and not from Jemsalem^ tbou demandedst 
of the qneen> an early and a secret inter* 
TieWy and it was granted. Orodes^ An« 
tiocbnSy Longinns^ Statirtft^ and Tima- 
genes; all^ all bad theirs« — O what se* 
▼eral« what clashing^ and opposite in* 
terests do these names imply } 

On £lkanah*s arrival at Tyre^ the 
news followed him of the coming of 
Theodosius to Palmyra^ and of the as« 
cendancy.that the patriarch had gained 
over both Zenobia and Septimia. Could 
then/ Elkanah proceed to Judea ^ No ; 
to av^t the threatened destraction of his 
hopes, he strs^itway returned to Syria; 
not alone, alas ! but accompanied by the 
renowned Porphyry, who urged to com- 
pliance, by the repeated messages of 
Longinns, and the pressing invitation of 
Zenobia at length consented, under the 
condact of Elkanah, to visit Palmyra. 



ali\l'Tb€6dosftfs fcafl 6ej)»l€d<br i^ di fc , 

^tit^refl 'itis ^taBy^ anfl ^deiMA 'tile ^^iam, 

S^atidh i^ ttat aecompaHy *«fae ^^en 

proceeditig^ df ttiisirs €mAA ^^coamSmA 
from this lich tMA'powes^VBi^bf^w/mb^ 
iMttAfer^A iatnong SmeMa^ 9iMr4sh iM^ 
lowers, many^l^iiftefeili i«v«M:dd»teMBi 
hfe^rt "^M ^iA'>-^^>Fhe ^nv^^idiit of 
SAkan^ were'diidtufb^ by fftfucatiiaBj 
{be priest of jA^paDarlSie gfeift ■iiiiiiiLt 
</f 'Pfiiriftiyiry -attd 'hiB ^w5tifig«,— >W««kl 
ffaM ^e -were . able «o pytft»ial nn ttM 
llhi^rioTrs phtmii^, iro ;pw!i|M»Pe4brn:«lia 
qn^e^s tetitrn, ^ brfllfeiit "^inAdn (of i^» 
iiitis.^-^To tfais^dbserviafeidn'^f Hj^roaviM^ 
filkatfab "imrib lib repiiy, 4m .tile: 
aay/at'bts'ktfltiglElfioiiy cp^pliyry)' 
^be poti, tmd^i$li«r#y i^ier, ^o<linndi« 
Wondrdns'treilti9e;«-«^ilfeiaDlkb, hwiisip^ 
rased It, proncy^Hfe^ it «i(dmi«dbk^«*«*fiK- 
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*^^e the Ghrt^dan^^e j^ge of ilie tm* 
tM^ of ^Aat ttrMtise 'eonmieBdi^d by Hire 
MebrM^j *aA(kitr6d %y Ibe Ftagan. 

Att Ada satisfied, jEtkaoBli ?-'-*9fbt 
«^ol4y to^ Panlas df StmnoMta itiiiM lilsb 
«M^ve^ and ^Ri^Mdorfiis at lifis return be 
MnfiM^, Aim wBl the subtle Israelite 
Wnp 'bitayeif in the iMA Ibtd^ of 

l^dtittaAy^Kys^ft«*Ais 'general daty 
of andience^ and Panlns 'acen^ 6f he* 
f^,v(ftM, Utiheimti^&n 6f 'A'tcfdian, 
a «eodlid tiiffe d«fpe8«ia % the ^od of 
iAiittib<Si : 'iit4fefi, Kke ^avaghig flamte^ ^hb 
iMMt into (Palmyra, c&lKng down the 
^Mng^a^n^ df Zem/bia on tfbe Rdfntm> 
^itbo^bad' thtis pw^ifltted to i^terfete fn thb 
^oveMWrent of ^a Syrian ftrovhice; 'tidt 
many days, and disturbances brake ont 
among the Christians of Apamea ; though 
yame > iSikm 4he eause, ^6r Theodosius 
iprlis^»«tt thttb^by^he'jfaeaci, to restore 
^jAMtoe'ae^-good ^rder. 

^IBWiB ^as l^rj^hyry^, «l»e bittere* 
tftteMf «df the church, received into ifce 
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devoted city^ thus was Paalas, the nnbe^ 
lieviog ChristiaQ re-fidmitted ; and thus, 
was Theodosius the friefid of God and 
man for a time excluded; and in that 
time^ that short spacer— O, slowly doth the 
blessed grain increase, bat rapid is the 
growth of tares ! — O/ Elkanah ! at the 
fall of Palmyra, canst thqvi hope to 
-escape the crash of ruins ?— -Will not the 
very beam of the timber bear witness of 
thy craft, and the stones of the wall cry 
put against thee ? 

The consequences of these changes 
were speedily perceived, declining hea- 
thenism revived, and Christianity a beau- 
teous rising lily, was nipped in its growth; 
groves and high places encreased, and 
not a town or village that did not boast 
its idol, and attendant abominations* 



Why not r enquired Antiochus ; why 
not, when in Egypt, have embacked for 
Italy ? one sight, though distant, of im- 
perial Rome had inspired the breasts of 
thesic youths with imperial hopes, my 
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grandsons might have said— ^ Earope is 
a goodly field, would it were added to 
my gardeii.' — ^Naboth's vineyard — ^Ahab's 
fate, my father, replied Zenobia ; nature 
herself has limited as Asiatics to Asia. 
— ^Yet the Europeans, answered Antio- 
chns, scorn to limit themselves to Eu- 
rope, or why does Roman power, though 
i\pw rapidly on its decline, even stretch 
cast of the Euphrates ? thy sons may yet 
add the Roman to their Syrian purple; 

The gods forbid, exclaimed Orodes^ 
that Palmyra should ever again become 
subject to Rome ! — Why thus pervert 
my meaning, retorted Antiochus, which 
thou must suppose is to subject Rome to • 
Palmyra ? — It cannot be, said Orodes ; 
the more extended, the weaker the em- 
pire : Palmyra, like Greece, may stand 
against the armed world, whereas the 
almost boundless Roman power may yet 
be undermined by a single savage tribe. 
Thou, Antiochus, lookst solely to family 
aggrandizement, immindful of the real 
I welfare of thy native land, for provided 
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thy posterity enjoy tiiilimited sove- 
reignty in any part of the globe, Palhayra 
may sink overwhelmed in its own sands ; 
but I Idve Palmyra, and Palrayia chiefly, 
therefore to secure her safety advise no 
-fresh conquests. 

Qaeevi Zenobia, said Zabdas, sieze on 
&thynia, and thus, by opening a passage 
into Europe through Byzantium, Europe 
may yet be thine. — And Europe hers, 
exclaimed Orodes, passionately, yet with 
grief and tenderness ; and what becomes 
of Palmyra? a desert watering trough 
for camels, a deserted harbour for plun- 
dering Arabs, tcaves-and holes for bears 
aud serpents— may I die ere that day- 
one lo6se stone in yotid'er street, one 
blade of grass growing on this wall is 
Nearer to me than the world, and my 
voice shall »ot cease night and day to 
cry— No new contjuest ! no fresh sub- 
, J*gatibn« ! 

Anfd' what is the advice of my uncle ? 
asked Zenobia. — ^To take Bithynia, re- 
plied Elkanah, but not attempt to retain 



it ; nay, the attetupt tffll be vaitt. When 
recYain^ed by Anrelian, yfeW it as th« 
random of the descendants of those of 
our nation, taken pmoners to Rome at 
the sacking of Jerosaleni-. 

fint ha^t fhon refletteif, asketf Ze- 
nobia, that Bithynia is not as Egypt and 
other protittces, conquests of Rome, bnt 
a rightful possession ? Nicomedes, the 
king, at his death, betjueathfed it to that 
nation, tiHbose it has been more than 
three centnries.— 'Hren tonch it ndt, ex- 
claimed Longinns ; totich it not, or 
heaven will punish the unlawftil seizure ! 
—Had hearen punished Rome its man j 
unfawftil seizures, remarked Porphyry, 
what had Rome been now ? Listen, 
queen, to the voire of Antiochus, El- 
kanah, and others, who prove to thee 
that Kthynia^ in Asia, bdng the last 
link of the chsatx of Asiatic provinces, 
ceased to belong to Rome when Syria, 
in the name of the East, asserted and 
obtained independence, in the reign of 
Vaterian, Thus tvould thj empire form 
V 12 
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a beauteous Asiatic bow, Egypt and 
Bithynia the extremities, and the arrow of 
war drawn by our divine Amazonian 
queen to the centre. Palmyra, repel every 
enemy. — But, remarked Zenobia, should 
thy archer have but one arrow, and that 
one overshoot its mark? — No fear, added 
Statirus, gaily, while Persia and Par- 
thia are quivers inexhaustible. 

O miserable statesmen are you all ! — 
Thus in a familiar domestic meeting, in 
Zenobia's apartment, was kindled the 
spark of danger, and that spark was 
never quenched! what was at first only 
slightly spoken of, was gradually lis- 
tened to and adopted; daily councils 
were called, and secret preparations 
made^ for not by violence but subtlely 
was the purpoid to be accomplished. 
By the counsel of Longinus, who re- 
frained from discussion when he found 
himself opposed by the queen, the senate, 
and the people, the coveted province 
was not to be taken by force of arms, 
but secretly invited to place itself under 
Zenobia's protection. 



GIUEEN OF PALMYRA. 1^3 

' Firmias^ a rich merchant 'of Sidon^ 
who was preseut at the last deliberation^ 
being lately returned from Bithynia, con- 
firmed their hope^^ by makipg known 
the estimation in which the name and 
power of Zenobia was there held. My 
gold shall do it, said the gigantic Fir- 
mias^ and the smile of the qoeen shall 
repay me. I heard lately from Italy, 
that the Gauls had rebelled, and that the 
Goths not being wholly subjugated, Au- 
relian is at this hour preparing to attack 
and crush them ; this then is your hour, 
in his absence it may b^ done. The pro- 
vince you mark for yours is a stepping 
stone from Chalcedon in Asia, to Byzan- 
tium in Europe, and by my hand it shall 
be overlaid with gold, worthy the tread 
of a Zenobia. 

Seize it then, O queen, said Paulus ; 
speedily possess thyself of this rich prize, 
thou! sovereign of millions who, wonldst 
thou but display thy power, mightst in 
thy own person revive, nay exceed the 
splendour of Darius, Xerxes, and Aha- 
.3^ 



fii3^n»si.-— Then, a being of ma^icbless 
^irtue> added Porphyry, an enthroned 
Diana^ mote divine than mortal^ who has 
only to appear^ and universal worship is 
paid thee. 

O Alexander^ and thou Herod^ wben 
ye spffered yourselves to be called gods ! 

-* ^but Z^npUa! what eiocuse, )vhat 

qiotive to palliate her crime? Coqjd 
she hnt have known that this wa^ her 
hour of temptation ! — all have that hour 
r-* temptations adaptjed to the peculiar 
9ircum0tauces of each- Zenobia cooJd 
not be tempted by anbitiou, for she wa9 
«^lready great ; nor with riches^ jTor gol^ 
was in Palmyja of no a^ccpunt ; neither 
with vTprldly pleasures in a»y ^ap^^a 
what shape then could Zenobia be temp^ 
ted, but in the false insinuating one a£ 
adulation? not flattetod fofr beauty^ power<^ 
or wealth, bat virtue !~^ — Deep are thy 
raareSf O eeejoay of man ! this is thy 
hour, and alas, thou art triun^ant : her 
ungel, her guardian Theodosius is .absent, 
and when he dops return he conies too 
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late. — Bitbyoia's taken^ and in thoss 
two worxis is comprised the fate of 



Few and faithful are those of the 
Christian college, who^ with their pastor 
Irenius^ attentive to their respective duties 
as citizens, conforming to the laws of the 
state, and living in harmony among each ^ 
other, scarcely know the transactions of 
that state ; on the return of Theodosioi 
therefore^ ignorant of the many cb^n^jl, 
that had taken place in his absence, they 
could tnot prepare him for those changes, 
and having arranged with him affairs of 
a private nature, saw him cheerfoUy de- 
part for the palace. . 

HithertG^ by Zenobia's orders, the 
patriarch had been admitted to every 
apartment, a few excepted, and at all 
hours, with the same freedom as Anti* 
oefans himself; he went forward there- 
fore towards the queei^'s private study, 
I 4 
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expecting no impediment^ when he was 
stopped at the foot of the great staircase 
hy a centinel^ who demanded who and 
what he was. Theodosins looked up, 
and that look was snfficieut passport, the 
man drew back respectfully, and the pa- 
triarch ascended. 

On the first landing, he was agaia 
challenged, and here, though conscious 
that his person was well known, he was 
' forced to give his name : he went through 
a line of soldiers and servants, and on 
reaching the door of the lesser hall, was 
accosted by a page with extended hand, 
who said, If thou hast a prayer to make 
the queen, I will see it delivered to her ; 
then looking up, he confessed his error, 
made profound obeisance, and let hira 
pass. The hall was empty — he traversed 
it, and meeting a child, asked, where was 
the queen ?— On the throne, replied the 
boy ; and Theodosius proceeded hastily 
to the great hall of audience. 

He entered — Zenobia was indeed en- 
throned, and though a multitude was 
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present^ of all ranks and ages, Theodo* 
sius alone was standing— the whole were 
prostrate ; some lying prone on the mar- 
ble flooring, and others, their heads in 
their ha-nds, kneeling on the lower steps 
of the throne — the usual salutations and 
forms of homage seemed now to be con- 
verted to a system of adoration — not now 
that outward reverence to royalty, which 
reason never yet refused to pay, but an 
impious idolatrous form, which struck 
Tbeodosius with speechless astonish- 
ment. 

The queen thus seated, the patriarch 
thus standing, the people thus prostrate, 
Zenobia and Tbeodosius appeared as if 
alone, they twain seemed in solitude : he 
looked at her with a look of surprise and 
indignation, and in that she read — What 
outward form of worship then is reserved 
for God ? But when, the next moment, 
he saw that brilliant eye sink beneath his, 
that cheek pale with pride and indiffer- 
ence, redden with a sudden feeling of hu- 
mility, when he beheld the crowned head 
i5 
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droop, tnd ih^ ^i^eptr^ lower ; a drop of 
baJna eame pv>er hk grieved beait, and he 
said, 93 he turned hastily to quit the spot. 
All is not ev«r; all is mot yet lost; whatr 
O what can have p^^oduced this ! Would 
that I had not quitted her ; never will I 
aggin: yet^ is tjbia the depmidence on 
hfBr firmne^, her rectitude! is this the 
strength of mind, I weakly thought Ze- 
nobia, of all women, pos^essed.-^Il; was 
by the will of the Almighty I left ber» 
and she has not been a^le to withstand 
the hour of temptation. 

On his return to the college he was 
met by Caleb, and of him the patriaaich 
enquired what had occurred in his short 
absence.-— Only three unimportant events^ 
replied Caleb — ^The arrival of an aged 
Tyrian, who threatens soon to rival his 
more youthful master Longiuus, in the 
favour of the queen, the re*instatement 
of Panln^s in his bishopric; at Antiocb^ 
and the taking of Bittiyaia by Zabdias*— 
Tbasy m a few irord^i vas explakied ta 
Theodc^iWi the fnll t»t^tit of everf. 
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t^eatened €vil; he saw at once the crush 
of every Christian hope; and, iinfcss 
timely prevented, by concessioii to Au- 
relian, the downfal of the empire. 

Should she f6rsake the cross ; should 
she persecute her new faith ! mus^ The- 
odosius ; whilst still wrapped in thought, 
an officer appeared, sent by the queen^ 
to desire the attendance of the patriarch 
at the palace by the next watch.— No, he 
repeated, all is not yet lost : I shall be yet 
able to regain my stray one to the paths 
of justice and safety; and in saving her^ 
I save the, kingdom. 

The hour came, and Theodosiui 
hastened to pour into her private ear, 
salutary counsel ; what, O what, will be 
the tesult! thought the patriarch as he 
passed forward, and how will she receive 
it? — Like a rising plant or unfledged 
bird is this Zenobia, and I an experienced 
one, with wonder and hope, anxious to 
know what will be the colours, the note> 
the plumage ! 

Again he would hare instantly passed 
16 
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to her study, wHeD he was intercepted by 
Victorinus, who, being stationed there to 
receive him, with respectful sallitatioa 
conducted bitn to another chamber, 
which, on entering, he found to be the 
chamber of festivity. 

£re he crossed the threshold, he sur- 
veyed the scene before him, and saw- 
therein nothing to censure. The galleries 
were filled with minstrels and musicians^ 
one female voice, at the moment he en- 
tered, filled the space with harmony, and 
other women, within a railed platform 
allotted for the purpose, were dancing; 
and what Zenobia sanctioned by her pre- 
sence, was not unbecoming the presence 
even of a Theodosius ; her pleasures ^ivere 
as pure as herself. Yet he would have 
retreated when beckoned forward by the 
queen. 

Within a few paces of her footstool, 
he stopped to recognize the group before 
him : some reclined on couches near her, 
were conversing with one another, and 
Victoria and other women sat at her feet, 
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disGotirsing oH the approaching banquet^ 
in honour of the taking of Bithynia. 
Zenobia was speaking alternately to them 
and Paulas^ who stood behind her with a 
stranger, whom, on a neai'er approach, 
Theodoskis beholding, started as he had 
seen a spectre — he recognized Porphyry , 
of Tyre ! £lkanah was also there, in deli* 
beration with Hyrcanjus the high priest 
of Apollo, and thus surrounded, Zenobia 
appeared to . the patriarch an angel of 
light encircle^ by demons. 

Zenobia strove to address Theodosius, 
but faultering with shame and emotion, 
she could only slightly look a welcome, 
which those surrounding her, mistaking 
for cool . displeasure, received him with 
the stare of impeitinence and the leer of 
malignity, whilst some to please their 
queen as they imagined, treated him with 
total and pointed neglect. Louginus, 
alone arose and advancing, kindly pointed 
to a couch, which Theodosius courteously 
declining, with melancholy dignity quitted 
the presence : for a ^ few minutesi he 
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lingered among the cheerful throng, and 
then left the room. 

His wandering steps brought him to 
other apartments, Which he entered, in 
hopes of finding Antiochus whom he had 
not perceived in the festive chamber ; 
the patriarch again at this threshold, 
stopped to contemplate a far diflferent 
sight. — Septimia and a few of her women 
were seated at a table reading, and at the 
further end of the room, at their separate 
tables, with their lamps and books, he 
beheld Herennianus and Timolaus. 

On perceiving Theodosius, they started 
forward and threw themselves in his 
arms, then returned in silence to their 
studies: by Septimia the patriarch was 
received with equal joy and friendship, 
for they had not met since his departure 
with Zenobia oh her southern journey, 
and how great her desire that they should 
meet ere long ! 

We shall disturb these youug stu- 
dents? remarked Theodosiu«.— *No ; re-' 
plied Septimia, Vaballathus h already 
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g6W 't0 n^l, ani tkem will soon retire. 
Thon 4^$t not jiMtt tlie feativftifis witbiu ? 
be a^iQ deoQitaoded.^-^^My age and the 
jonth of these b^ys alike exclude as, she 
nmwer^; rettreflaeout b^t becomes me, 
«nd diligence in riitooas pnnsaits is their 
pne6e0t duty^ 

And "whal: art ihtm re^ading ? enquired 
the patriarc1i«-~-Tbe Last chapter o( thm 
Boofca of Mioses ; I havie read iirith Irenias 
the irrititags of those recomiBeiided by 
thee, ami have, when alone, goiie^ wholly 
thffDDgb oor scriptums, from Geoesis to 
the Apocalypse. Has not Irenias then 
informed diee i Art thou as vei ignorant 
that I atn nmcbered of thy &wk ? Ins 
heart, iiooJi, aod belief, I loag have heenf 
a Christian ; 1 aai baptissed^ confirmed^ 
and reeeiTfid iaito the communion of 
aaint3. 

This was indeed mott welcome ini- 
telligenoe to Tlieodosin^, and be ex^ 
pressed hk jiJcasnre. Could I fail being 
converted, she eaid, wheo^ a&er thy de^ 
partaixe for indea> deprived of npy davgfa* 
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ter and elder grandsons^ I devoted my- 
self to the study of the scriptares, and 
the writings of the first fathers of the 
church ? I am only astonished that I 
was not a Christian earlier^ and now 
marvel that the whole world is not such r 
■—And it will, replied Theodosius, but 
reflect that the grain is now only newly 
sown ; this gathered ten-fold^ will again 
be sown ; the multiplied produce will be 
scattered far and wide ; and the day at 
last come^ when the whole globe shall 
be of one faith: and that faith Chris- 
tian. N 

And hast thou attended the church 
service ? — I have ; and ^till daily attend 
it ; not one of its ordinances have I hi- 
therto neglected ; but now depressed by 
bodily weakness^ our kind pastor charita* 
bly hither comes^ sometimes alone, but 
more frequently with a few of our faith, 
with whom I discourse and communicate. 
—And the queen ? asked Theodosius— - 
Septimia shook her head. — That aged 
man. Porphyry of Tyre, is very learned. 
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she replied at length, well skilled in many 
sciences, and Zeuobia encourages hira, 
delighting in his society, but would that " 
she had taken more delight in that of 
Irenius ! 

Thou a Christian, mused the patri- 
arch, looking at the young princes, thy 
husband a pagan, their uncle Elkanah a 
Jew, and their mother wavering in her 
faith — what will be the religion of these 
youths, the future kings of the East ?— 
Septiinia was silent, the boys heard the 
words, and both, at the same instant, ad- 
vanced and stood before him. — Heren- 
nianus, with all the impressive majesty of 
an -infant Jupiter, stretching forth his 
hand, delivered the whole of the Apostle's 
Creed ; when Timolaus, the gentle lovely 
Timolaus, kneelinj*', leaned one arm' on 
the knee of Theod6sius and looking in his 
face, repeated earnestly with lisping voice, 
the Lord's Prayer, and when he had con- 
cluded it, they both again threw themselves 
on the bosom of Theodosius, saying, This 
dear father, this is our faith until death. 
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The yoaths quitted the apartment^ 
and whilst Septimia gazed fondly ^er 
them^ Theodosias risings walked to and 
fro : when in the dark shade of the room 
he stopped^ and looked at Septimia: — 
This, then is thy work; be thpu bles:sed, 

Septinaia, blessed on earth, and thric« 
blessed hereafter I and thon, Oh. Lord^ 
hear the prayer I make thee in her behalf. 
May her death be as peaceful as her life 
has been Uameless ; holy have been her 
days; holy be her last honr; and O^ 
therein grant her own wishes I 

Thus hast thoo anticipated the request 

1 designed to make thee, replied Septi- 
mia faintly, and is it presumption to say, 
that never before felt I so well prepared 
for death, nay, eager to quit this life ? all 
around me is so blissful, so peaceful, so 
bappy, that my soul will smile itself away ! 
doth it not seem a contradiction thai I 
would rather quit the world, beholding 
those most loved, enjoying felicity, than 
selfishly escape myself, [leaving them to 
evils and distress. 
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Theodosk^ fixed his e>yfis upon hj&r^ 
and approaching^ placed bJoiself at her 
aide. After a short pau^e^ Ere I go, he 
s^p let «ie advise thee to he ever thus 
prepared^ for the hour of smnmons inay not 
l^e distant; thoa hs^t fuljy Accpoiplished 
all thy daties here on earth, and mast now' 
look for thy reward. Xhy conduct dur- 
ijQg Z^nphia> infaooy was pi^aise-woithy^ 
thy chiid had otl&ea'wis^ been heathen^ 
or beep sacri&ced at tl^ slirixi^ of aa 
idol : thou Hedde^t iipt thy husband «e^ 
(H'etlyy but asl^ e&d obtained his cpi^ 
9ent tp leave hiw ; and his esteem €oi* 
thee si^ce thy return, shews how true his 
ponfi^ffce In thy virtue* And now fare** 
wel, Sieptiwia— farewel : the bJeesing of 
God be on tliae Bm\ thy posteriity; be 
thy 4«ys blessedj «aQ4 wheo that bourpf 
sufii0ii9ns does come, oi^t&c <U)e door 4;)f 
aal^ation opened to l^e by the merits of 
hiia thy hmrt jsueknowle^^te^j cbe merits 
and passion of thy Bremer. 

Mo9t sofemn, most awfiipiiras bi9 
look^ his voice, his actioiQ^ wbeii hiQ 
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spake these words> and ivhen he blessed 
her, as she half-bowing before hira, took 
his revered^ his apostolic hand, and 
raised it to her lips. He quitted her^ 
and when he had reaehed the door, turned 
once again to take a lingering, a fiual 
look. 

It was midnight, when Septimia 
awaking from a short disturbed slumber, 
which had been anxiously watched by 
her women and the queen's physician, 
sent hither by Theodosius, said. Where 
is my daughter ? Seek her, I pray you. 
The physician looked and examined^ and 
long was thoughtful ; then to the women. 
You need not disturb the queen, he said j 
the festivities are now at their height, 
and she must not be disturbed : all is 
safe — watch ye, and expect to see me 
again at sun-rise.. The man of science 
having thus given his directions, left the 
room, and repaired to his own magnifi- 
cent apartments adjoining those of the 
young princes, and in a few minutes was 
8nnk in sleep. 
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Where is Zenobia? again enquired 
Septimia. Have ye sought her ? 

None dare, replied Terentia; none 
may intrude upon the amusements of the 
queen, until she gives the signal for them 
to cease: we cannot go.— I pray you, 
call my daughter, repeated Septimia, and 
looked beseechingly from face to face, 
but no one moved ; the deep sigh of de- 
spair came from her heart as she reflected 
on her own helplessness, unable to call 
other assistance, and she again laid down 
her head upon her pillow. 

Who dared intrude upon the plea- 
sures of the queen ! Theodosius dared : 
from the chamber of Septimia, he re- 
turned to that of festivity, and addressing 
Zenobia, said, Go to thy mother. The 
severity of the look and tone of voice 
stnick her with disraaj, and instantly 
rising, she quitted the ball. 

Alt thou ill, ray mother? exclaimed 
Zenobia rushing gently to the bed whereon 
reposed Septimia. Septimia hastily open- 
ed her eyes — her cheek was flushed, and 



she stfiflect on those aronnd her, a^ if t« 
say, Did 1 not know she would cofne ?— ^ 
I am not ai, my child ; nay, never did I 
feel so free from pain : a pleasihg lan- 
guor never felt before spreads through 
my frame, and yet— if thou wbuld'st but 
itidulge me, Zenobia-^^I am now one of 
the aged and in^rm^ such have often 
marvellously strange wishes. But if thidu 
wouldst — ^for this night only pl^ee thy- 
self beside me ; I will not ask thee an- 
other night ; and let me sleep again, ami 

sleep in thy arms^ 

In an instant the diadem, jewels, or- 
liamenfs, and royal robes glided from the 
person of Zenobia to the floor, and left 
her cliad in white and simple drapery; 
she placed herself conveniently for the 
purpose, and received on her boBom thi» 
wasted form of her mother, which she 
half- encircled by her arms. Sabina 
having related the visit artd words of the 
physician, silence followed, and Zenobia 
conversed with her attendants only in 
looks. Yes, said she at length, my mother 
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sleeps ; how pnre^ how calm her delicate 
features ! and her breath warm and fri^- 
grant, steals over my cheek, conveying 
delight ! Trim well the l&mpd, fdr I will 
not stir hence until morning. Let no 
ope alarm my father, for this faidtness 
will pass away^. 

Zenobia watched, until she perceived 
a gentle shivering run through the limbs 
of her mother, and felt the disep sigh 
that followed, with a trembling convulsion 
of the hand which she held in hers— all 
again was motionless ; slowly lifting the 
veil thrown over both, she stooped to 
look upon her face — Her face "is pale, 
whispered Zenobia, and I no longer feel 
her breath upon my cheek ! Her head 
weighs heavily on my bosom, so heavily 
I can no longer support it, but must 
change my posture. Bring hither the 
lamp, yet cautiously, lest the light dis- 
turb her. 

The light was brought ; again Ze- 
nobia raised the veil, softly, tenderly, but 
at the same moment with frenzied vio* 
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lence «he tore it wholly off Hold ! ob, 
hold ! said Terentia, . astonished ; how 
ungentle ! thou wilt wake thy mother. — 
Wake her I shrieked Zenobia^ wake her I 
Oh, God ! can she be awakened ? Look 
here! Say, it is possible to wake her, 
and heaven shall hear my cries. 

Hath the gentle soul of Septimia yet 
quitted the bed of death ? doth it behold 
what passes r Look, O blessed spirit, see 
how thou Wert beloved ; look upon thy 
agonized child, clasping thy pale corpse 
to her bosom ; look upon thy husband^ 
drawn hither by her piercing shrieks^ 
standing mute with grief and despair; 
behold thy beauteous grand - children 
bursting into tears, refusing comfort — 
Oh, speak to them, speak to all, and say. 
Waste not your tears on that ; I am here, 
a being conscious of everlasting bliss. 
Art thou not seen, O holy spirit? ait 
thou not heard ? — Leave then, O leave 
human nature to indulge the feelings of 
nature, and do thou wing thy way to 
heaven and immortality. 

KNO OF THB TENTH BOOK* . 
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IUmgin$u reading to the queen his l\fecfOd0nathfl^^ 

and ruloghifks on 'Slepiiaria'^lfhecthiius nppears'^ 

Mqgrfms :md:JtMiamis .&k9im^Mi^ remait^ 

etranc^ M ^^th ^ffffodttce penitence — $i/^ |^ 

miseaihe next aay to acknowledge her aijuration 

' €f\fudSfkim'^Srhak8 her engagemetU ^mdde^Mh 

' the patriarch, in consequence of which heftfyft^ 

' Jar the C!hri$tian9 to leflve Palmyra-^Jhe: fUeet/k 

refuses ^her sanction — A meeting ^f ihe senate, at 

wM^ 3llt»dmimiumm$*ihe JPatm j f r m iMns ^i4ki 

canjmoffu ff^ iakisfg BHIv/f^us— Morning -^ 

PuiUc rejoicings in honour of Zenohia*a new ac^ 

^sS^UUns-^Ofympic gameo-^the conquering ge* 

nertih e9tmii^4$hm'ii^ «rAKi|^p»~^»4Wa^-4.|^^ 

royal pof^queU at which Zenobia^ is proclaimed bjf 

her subjects Empress of Rome, and her children 

asstime tko purpli*^JOrodts tn^Hiw ihs displsasufs 

. 4^Jl|^^^m,andtfet^4hehall-^Cla^dfpn.<^ 

from Jftome—^ His intelligence produces universal 

dread dnd cifn'stefrnatioh. ' . . * 

and her honoured remaitfs^ iiitefr^ i« 
the si^ptililhi^ at MW Saaintha^ Theodc 
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sins lost not an hour before he demanded 
an audience of the queen. Her heart is 
now made soft by sorrow^ said the patri- 
arch ; this is the hour of grace^ and it 
must be improved.' He found Longinns 
with her, and this sight inspired him 
with hope^ for he knew how prefei^- 
able the society of a virtuous heathen to 
that of an irascible Hebrew^ an apostate 
Christian^ or a confirmed Pagan^ .and 
such were Elkanah, Paulus^ and Por- 
phyry. 

Far surpassing thy other worics ! said 
Zenobia. — My subject was excellent, said 
Longinns, fixing his eyes on the ground^ 
as he retired at the entrance of th^ patn- 
arch. — A well merited eulogiuin on my 
mother^ said Zenobia^ holding the paper 
to Theodosius^ preceded by the life of 
Odenathus ; both shall be read by ages 
to come. — Neither may ever re^ch pos- 
terity, replied Theodpsius ; the name of 
Longiiius may, nay, must, but these, thy 
pride, thy boast, never. 

Am I then forsaken ? er»qmred Ze« 
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nobia> in the voice of peniteiice.*->WheB 
Afe tbey who keep their faith fdnakeii I 
demanded Theodo^ias. Shall I lead thee 
bafdc?— And shall I be received ?' she 
asked* — ^Make the attempt : be thy first 
stq> to amendment the banisbii^'the 
peitiicioiis few with whbm^ in mj ah- 
seHecj thon hast been gnided» and let me 
thosf Uad thee back to the path off peace 
and gf^ hope* 

Zenobia offended that her judgment 
IB the choice of connsellors was thus 
questioned^ replied^ Instead of appearing 
before me to rail against my iii^nds, I 
expeqte4 condolements on my mother^ 
whose loss tbon dost not appear to la- 
ment, though, when living, thou seenledst 
to reverence and honour her. — Reverence 
and honour her! replied Theodosins. 
O bow has the timid, unlearned, meek, 
and simple, surpassed the leaniM and 
illustrious ! But she rests in peace, secure 
from coming evil. Has affliction wrought 
no salutary change, or is thy heart be* 
come ob4i&rate through that pyessure^ as 
k2 
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i read in (llim ifnperiiim fttAtn ? iA%4 
innrfe gldodky, imoni ifmpttrkNJts g^iM" .tk« 
lodkinf Zbubbi^ afs ^(be wiKaed bl^l>4i«ftd 
fdr faiifa)tb jqiiit tiib tobtnr gtf^etirBd^ 
he, I ^U liot leave ll^€ii&. 

fdbrival^ like^a bird o^<}a!i'ktiess3 tinoiiliittst 
sarto^ teased to fl^p thy ilMM)difig'««r^g 

with sorrow for my loss, atu^tlioki itltrMk 
lipdti ^€fftr Wi^'^niiliilcf^iy om^hfi^'«^ ap- 
fjrblicMiig evSls !• ^^>I teprnt, ' T^tirn^ 
TheodostQS, glad is fiiy $6ul ibdt^&pHmfiBL 
is no mor^^ r^j^^e^d i am tha^ db^ "is 
gotieto bli^ ettrttkl, ere^he dny^of sor- 
rofw tom^ upox^ this t^apital o f •Syria— ^re 
its horses and chariots are^ cm <^^ 4t^ 
stfottg 'holds are thrown down, its wi6ch- 
enftB add s^iothsayers deitrdycd, *fs 
groves of abdtHitiation plucked up, and 
images 66nsumed. 

i Percjdving that wili^lnfess aiid^ 'anger 
had given place to awe ^hd 'icontrWon, 
be added, ^ilh pat^nta! tenderhessf, IKs- 
<5aid thy a4vi^ers j 6etia»fdl*4WAm' fet the 
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t^e laad,.i^)iQs« iooj^iefliJiBs^ ^luw^ed ,bg 
U^ Pag^o iah9,bit«a^ of its f»pitalj Pal* 
xnyra, have risen to a fearful I^igbt ;. 9ei« 
Uit^ be ^nidfl^.by t^eir advice 49 QIV$ter» 
of «i(ate> {(NT if tiby new ^e^un^ be i^ 
¥]^d% rei^iwd to. Aar^ai)^ tby fall iy 
iiufvatiiblipi. 

■ l^ld ! interrupted Ze«ob^ i jo^it 
ikim:Simth»^(o^d4iij dioyty.: cooftpe ^j(t 
sel^r^t^ r«l|igip^s ui»trqctioD8,, ^ jn^a^lf 
ll<*,th|» pr^vii^ (if i|ie;^nf^o(i:,-|-'tA,n4 
can||t,,«l^,;;9«n9J^» :b|>^e|naDd^^i : q^gf^ 
Wl» tfce;iim^S^ -flf, r^igiqn |«|^, pquiyl 

pflKGyi..^aft[itiw i^J^Ws ;of <%, Wtjwj 
Cat ^9W. wiJlflqtJbe pj(S»ejcj9%^, n§y| 

««^dap§wf , tl»ft wboip ; bp^ly. r li^9» )^ 
t^jfoia, xegaip t;be ftll^ntje p£ ^q^^t^.^ 
Ifliy croTf 9. passev aiyay. ; ; ;; : 

(Sov^rn tbflU thy qliprp^, r«|>eate4 

g;«mqWa,: wsijjg [itt^ig^a^ntlji, ra^d kav^ 

that of my realm t;o s^e. .,J^ .pn?^ 

kf«F *<>*PVi^»»aV»>»ttp»f .»»?.»re?«qpe to 

k3 
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interfere with those bf state and policy. 
Theodosins looked at her with undaanted 
majesty^ and then with fervonr^ repeated. 
Set up the standard, for the tempest is at 
hand. Beware ! beware! revoke ill coun-^ 
sels ere it be too late. 

Oh, cease, replied Zenobia, nor thus 
depress me into superstition and despair. 
Religious and civil government truly can 
have but one interest ; yet what wonldst 
thou have me do? what more than I 
have already done ? — Simply answer me, 
said Theodosius, this simple question—- 
what art thou ? A Pagan, a Jew, or a 
Christian ?— A Christian, she replied.— 
And is it known to thy subjects ? hath it 
been proclaimed thus to the empire?-— 
No, nor ever shall.— Then thou dost ex* 
pect to worship God in secret, and deny 
him to the fade of the worid?— -Reflect, 
she said, that the established religion of 
my empire is Pagan. — ^Did I ever doubt 
it ? Should I otherwise have hither come 
to preach the gospel ? 

Thy arguments and zeal are here 
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amfiactds she answered^ for I repeat, 
that polytheism is too firmly established 
in Syria ever to be abolished.— This was 
not thy opinion when in Judea; and 
who hath since told thee thus ? Throngh 
shame thon art silent; then hear from 
me the names of Porphyry and Panlns. 
O lamentable change in fonr short 
months ! This the Zenobia whom 1 be* 
held in hnmbte adoration at the foot of 
Calvary! Once more believe me, it is 
^DOt yet too late ;. thon hast it . still in thy 
power to place thy realm and self nnder 
the best protection : I charge thee, make^ 
ere snn--set, a public acknowledgment of 
thy faith. 

And lilies lose the right of sovereignty 
over a Pagan state, whose population 
against Christianity is one to a thousand ^ 
To avow myself a Christian would be, in 
the opinion of Paulus, Porphyry, and 
others, at once to relinquish the crown— » 
Then to Porphyry and Paulus I resign 
thee; thou advocate for heatheoiam, tQ 

K4 
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JiMihcn.pmrer I*giw thed fot enidr mfu 
He ilumM haTe. quitted het^ when she 
canglit hi^-nobe. 

- I^ added he^ gently turning hatdc, 
ibauiost still pcH^st in rdfiising publtcly 
io own thy having embfaced that fuih 
af idi^tilsth of which thyjndgiaent is. so 
ihlly conduced^ thou art no Cbrit^iaD^ 
and if no Christian, wheiv is tbyTelbge 
im the hour of need ? If tflseo i^-eferedt It 
isrownr to the love nf i^A, be it so; I^ 
^ibe^ 'my drviHe Master^ can. c^ly. 9mf^ 
How Btodly shaU tHey <€ woiidly mind$ 
entor into the kingdom of Gc»d ! Bat say, 
Z^tabbia, frbm whom dost thou derive tfab 
sovereignty ? Cannot he who gave it, «t^ 
ctire it to thee? it may net be hi his 
wisdom or will to do so^ bat the altema^- 
tive can be no exeose £or af>ostacy.--«- 
ikpostaoy ! repeated Zenohia. — Yes^ 
dr^dfiil IS the word, bat to thy case 
most applicable. The gospel w^s laid 
befctfe tbee^^thou bpoatnest a "willing 
eenvtrt) yet ashamed t0 olvii ^'coitver* 
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*s]iioQUl P^m^m, wby ^Quld ft DatMo he 
ipiiiiisbedfof'myMdivMiiitt} trMSgi^3liM]? 
f^^J^ JteiQi^9f III i4tspeu§»ttons> fcp ^ej^ietf^ 
JSk^re wji}sti)et».icl<is/Q cpniieoti&Q.b^twfjiii 

-siaiiMs in j&^ l^t [result shrtU l^fer 
widely. I repeat, thy example ai)d ?fbl0: 
.af the fM5ortfcy .Qsfe»rtSlils\gai«ie4 *un- 
^»dsf (rf* Jewish $W)$fi}yAes, ^Ml yet to 
4l«sitW:e.ftf gftimug bcfAyi^rt^ to :tb6 orjpissJ 

^ ooe tOiailhoiiSdnd; j^t.^bs^J^ate thpjiir 
,$ftii& agaii^t the ditigl*>ypi»» pf^tj?i«b)? | 
K y^t why t\\^^ preqffutipn^t^./iplto'r 
Tupteid^otih^ih^t^f I J.ftn»rthi»^9#4 
by no war, no enemy.— No, truly art 
thou not : the- wioAa- af heaven are at 
this hour most peaceful, the surface of 
xliie isatidy -Mean) tirutrbunditig th» inost 
€talm'4 )bat mStl tike iHwds^ tbe S8ild3; ha 
«9er-'diu&atirbtd /^' * J : ?...'. .. 

' k5 
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TheOj she replied, if doomed to be 
destroyed, nor power human or divine 
can avert my destruction.— -And is this 
one of the many doctrines lately imbibed^ 
returned Theodosius, from thy Tyrian 
friend ? The prophet and the evangelist 
shall refnte thee :— Nineveh, though 
threatened, was spared, and to the peni* 
tent criminal on the cross was spoken^ 
' This day shalt thou be with me in Pa- 
radise/ 

Speak^ said Zenobia; only command; 
and I obey ; what wouldst thou of me ? 
—To morrow, said he, assemble the se- 
nate, proclaim thyself a Christian, enter 
in the face of day, in the face of all thy 
people, the church of Christ, be baptized^ 
join with us in prayer, and abide the 
event. — I will, so help me, heaven. 



Oh, most awful words— --most awful 
iay, the day ensuing! Nor senate was 
assembled, nor Christian church entered 
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by the queen^ she receiyed BOt t\kp 
sacrament that awaited ber^ and yet dared 
abide the event, of. this siofol neglect of 
the holy engagement she had entered 
into with the; patriarch. Zenohia spent 
the whole of that day, destined to the 
church and Theodosias^ entangled ip 
controversy with the impions Tyrian, and 
the Bishop of Antioch, both nrged on by 
Blkanab, who had no fears, as to her 
turning Pagan^ but the greatest of her 
proclaiming herself a disciple of Christy 
whoae in. secret he knew she was already 
become. All hope in Zenohia over^ the 
patriarch, towards the evening of that 
day, held secret consultation with Zrenius 
and his brethren. 

Halving arranged all things concerning 
their future welfare, and drawn up an 
edict the better to secure that welfare, he 
went with it to the palace in order to 
obtain the signature of the queen, whom 
he found in the senate-house, sur* 
rounded by the whole of her new favour^ 
ites: they were s^ated^ before whom standi 



Ug, me 6l. PmI at FeUxMribmittl, he 
t6l4 hh, idt«ntion»^ ud a^ed the royal 
^rmissidn to p^ttheiA into insta&t eHe- 

Z^obia was aoMi^^d. Th^ChristiMB 
to reteoi^ from P^ltnyra ? And whi^c^ 
^Wottld^t tbob hate tbeiD g^^-^To any 
yp6t Ti'pdn the glob^^ repKed the peifmMdby 
tath^r th^ii longer abide in this city.---I 
hav^ left a blank; do thon speak the 
destined J^laee, £lnd I will insert it. ^*^Ap«- 
mea> -Em^sa^ Ortho^ia^ Laddibea) * thiey 
wish not to leave thy Jnri^di^tibn ; bttd it 
is my adviee that they leave Palmyra*. ' 

TPhe frozifen air of Scythia/said the sAu- 
castic Posi^hyry, is very <!on^dhre to the 
exertion of every christttm virtite.'*— I Ipe- 
gard ttdt where they s^etle^ Panlns ex-, 
*claimedy provided they come not WiHihifci 
sigiit of Atitioch.-^A colony o^Ghri^tianfs 
wotild be very s^i^ieeatile bey^d tite 
^Gange^^ tems^rked Elkanah ; while Lon- 
ginu& tniWing to Z^tiobia> spake \i4tb 
fyte, If thou sidflfei^fit Che^ Cbristianis to 
depart^ Falmyra los^ite heist <3itizeids.-^ 
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Trae^ gsiii^Tfaeadmine ; wherefopt I woald 
hwe thete i^ii*tooQs citizens renioved ere 
the kaar 'Of insftmciion oome ; it is for 
their sakeSj not for the sake of Palmyra, 
i \vMiid pla)C6 th*ib witfaoat deitfy in 
peace aWd-'iecanty* 

Again he oftred the roll fbrhersi]^ 
intture^ bilt in vaki ; she decidedly reject** 
«d his prayer, and ordered Or4>des to 
^atch that not a christian left the cky, 
-^"nioii excepted, said Porphyry to The*- 
odosim. — Qaeen, said the patriarch, 
takikig possession of die eleva?ted seat to 
whi<Jb she pointed, thy empire of late 
extended from the banks of the £aphrates 
to tbe shcMfes of the Propontns, from 
Armenia to lEtbiopia, yet thou host ven^ 
luted to add to tliat extmt 6f dominion 
by rapine tmid inj^ii^ti^e. Woe to him 
that ifiene^seth thai which is itot tiisl 
^Shetl ikf^fiiot tisfo «p suddenly th»t sliaH 
ve^ ^e ^ Tbod didst gbtlier unto t^iee 
mmiy nations^ and beap onto tbee all 
people ; yet, Still unsatisfied, hadt seized" 
*npon a provi»ce b^loBging to another 



206 Z£NOBIA^ 

master, regardless of the Voice which wild 
heard to say, ^ The hand that tondies 
Bitbynia shall be stricken off !' thus spake 
Aorelian. 

And who aiid what is Anrelian ? de- 
manded Zenobia imperiously.— A soldier^ 
replied Theodoeins, rongfa, nntamed, and 
inflexible, yet prudent and cautions ; not 
the lion, but the crouching tiger, he gives 
no notice of his approach, but springs 
on his victim ere it can look around ; of 
majestic countenance, manly grace, ath- 
letic figure, hitherto invincible, and until 
of late the friend of the Christian : he 
is head of the Roman empire, and god of 
the Roman armies : such is Anrelian ; 
and now say, Zenobia, what art thou ? 

Even so, she rq)lied, we are at peace, 
and Anrelian is my friend. — ^Then hast 
thou basely robbed a friend, and in time 
of peace ; without provocation, n^y when 
the Roman songht not to revenge and 
take back thy other numerous conquests 
made under his predecessor Claudius, 
HuAian laws puni$h private crimes i God 
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takes on himself to punish those of na- 
tions. O Zenobia, imitate the modera- 
tion of Adrian J who in time resigned ail 
new conquests ! imitate that of thy own 
revered Odenathns, who was ever heard 
to declttre, that the safety of his empire 
depended on its strict alliance with Rome. 
J^mptre and queen! interrupted Pan- 
Ins ; why should not our sovereign take the 
more exalted title of iSmpre^ ? andwhy not 
our youthful princes here assume the pur^ 
pie, independent of the will of Rome ? — 
Thou worst of evil counsellors ! exclaimed 
Theodosius, rising; is it enmity or friend- 
ship to Palmyra that prompts this ad* 
vice ? None present have perhaps seen 
Anrelian, and if they have, but few know 
him personally ; I have, I do : and I tell 
thee, queen, he begins to look with the 
eye of jealousy on thy increase of power ; 
the title of Empress, the assumption of 
the purple without (as in the case of 
Odenathns) his concurrence, will be the 
signal of war ; defend thy state, thy 
cities, thy capital, thy freedom, even 



with life defend tb^qfi^ hut prf f|^r BM^e- 
ration and friepdsh^p to ^g(aOidiz.Qi0^j^t 
and r9p'acipos Supremacy. 

Tbon Bit ^ friend of AundJian^ .^hM 
ZenobiH) suU^nJy ; bi^t irjtiw <he loo)ceii 
npoQ hiui^ ad(kd> wHh ;i&eQl(fie9$^ Qh 
pardnn me, i»o«^t Initiour^d ftther^ irty 
heart is one tfuAult of anxietioai 

If a friend of Aureliian, replied hie 
vealmly, what io 1 m Palm|jrra ? thy 
nature^ queen, b no loi^ger the same ; 
the despotic sovereign of inilliihie; «i^ot 
satisfied with dne homage^ thou now ex- 
actest abject and unha)l6wed ;pro6tra- 
iion ; yet^ althongh in power and mkgni- 
^cence thou far exceede^t «he most 
^lorions of the P^i^ian monarebs^ 
will never bow. the kn^ in adoratiob 
at tby throne, or xsooth tU^e with the 
false smile of flattery : greater than anjr 
iRoman emperoa' art thon^ this tberefoi?e 
is the hour selected by a>e to ^{ledi troth 
to thy ear; them Airt changed^ Zenobta^ 
greatly changed^ prosperity hath changed 
dbiee^ the pride of thinie heart *hitfhjraise4 
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tfaee b%b; and ftbop sayeat^ Who shall 
brii^ me down to tbe gmand ? 

Speab oti, said ZeBobia, tboa wo^ldsl 
6ay» I am perverted by gratified ambitioo, 
prone to cruelty, fickle, incou9tant^ trea-? 
dberons to nty frieDdd; thcAi wilt not 
give utterance to tby opinion, bnt I have 
divined it* In vain sbe waited his an? 
s^er, wh«ii rising with indignation the 
iDMtiDg was dissolved. . 

Is not to-mon*ow tbe night of tlie 
Ibanqnet ^veri to the cdnquerifig genef als^ 
in famioiir 0if the taking of JBgypt and 
Biithyniai asked Paolns; verily i had 
foxgditten, if, and inust i-etQjfn hone to 
make^ prepajratifiQs for afttendiag ha dde 
splendour on our divine empress .*<- And 
I and Longimxs accompany thee, added 
Porphyry, to prepare lyrics on the>solemH 
occasion; farewell, Empress Zeoebiay tiD-r. 
til to-morrow,- when we ishall kiss thd 
hallowed dnst of thy feet.— If the cho-r 
risters of Vehns's temple are to assemble 
at the palace, as I am informed.by Ckleb^ 
said Hyrjcanius, I. depart tolpripare thomv. 
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—Go thou, Orodes, go throngh the city^ 
commanded Z^nobia, as she hastened 
from the apaitment to avoid being left 
alone with the patriarch ; go and pro* 
claim the feast. 

O^ could Theodosius hav^ foreseen 
the events of that night, well might he 
have answered, a feast ! rather Palmy* 
renians sanctify a fast, and cry unto the 
Lord your God, for the boor of destruc- 
tion approaches. 

The morning dawned, the sun arose, 
not dimly and in vapour, but bright as 
Palmyra itself-r-its gilding beams en- 
lightened the tops of the hills, and fell 
on the domes and spires of the city— *de- 
scending, they illumined the terraced 
roofs of the houses and groves of palms 
— — those cheering beams, which give 
joy to the husbandman, rebuke the slum* 
bering idler, inspire with new life the 
flocks and cattle, and soon drawing away 
the misty veil of night from the eaitb, 
display one universal splendid landscapej 
glowing with luxuriance and beauty ! 



\ 
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Whh the first blush of morn^ the 
reign of festivity began ; the spoils of the 
conqnered provinces xvere brought for- 
ward, and suspended in trophies throngh« 
out the city, the houses were ornamented 
with garlands and banners^ the streets 
thronged with happiness, parties of sol- 
diers strolled negligently through them 
and the markets, while citizens took their 
wives and children to the ramparts and 
fortifications^ there with proud imporr 
tance to explain more than they them* 
selves knew. 

The public buildings were thrown 
open ; horse, foot, and chariot races be^ 
gan.at noon, and the victors were crowned 
by Zenobia; Zabdas, Timageries^ and the 
other victorious generals rode in triumph 
through Palmyra, and behind the cha^ 
riots walked the captive prisoners of 
war and their wives and children^ all 
laden with chains. At a window of the 
palace^ which- overlooked a spacious part 
of the city^ through which the procession 
passed^ stood Zenobia and her.sops^ 
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Th«;t custom 3hall b^ ajbpli^^^ re- 
maatsted tjbe que^B^ lodkiRg ^ith pity 
upon .4he guiltless qaptives ; Paloiyrs^ 
shall never again witness a, si^t lik^ 
this. — Palmyra shall niver agasi^ u^m^^ 
a sight UJte thi^f repeated a voice; ^k» 
turned^ and bqheld standing iiear l^^f 
Theodosiufi. i 

The triumph Mill passing before tJifUQpi^ 
their eyes hecadaae fixed on aa empty ^fajs^? 
riot, the horpes of whkh .virw0 \^ ^J 
soldiers on f oat ; Zeitf>bia locd^td ^91^ 
for it was the chariot of OdctDalJifiSi, i^§T 
nsed to combat^ never fof fiig^t«i ; jlno* 
ther followed, .a«d that ^o was QQ^ty^ 
bat in magoifioende, a}z€f> ad^d. bea«J^y;> H 
exceeded all the preceding ; whieu wff v#d 
before the windows of the palaee^ th« 
charioteer halted, as if to gralify the 
ipieen and those he belield exaimwng it. 
This is the soperb gift of the wealthy 
mei^ohant Firmius,. said Antiochiis^ iQ 
which the queen shall yet enter Roine in 
triumph. $ and he cast, an exulting look 
upon Theoiosius.*^^ Yes truly^ replied the 
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pafteiat<;b^ Kenbbia, the queen, mojf yet^ 
ti»«AdiiP chariot y inter Home in, a triumph t 
m^iHt VffAkei ^ ensivdy aWay. 

£v<5iit«^ ^BSpftaMheiy mM Palniyra 
tffid its suburbs become, one blase 'of 
light ; laQips liicbly JUbimne ' tkel ifr» 
tetioF dt etery dwelling, aitd at tbe idxMrQ^ 
Md on the tdrraeed roofs, are cokmad 
laioitlidfM diq>lay^, ^ose fragrant dil 
difibde Ibrooj^h the air deliciobs pdrfumt^ 
-^^os the glicyr-MTorm lAnae.^' betraying 
itself to tbe d^troyiiiig ttnrd; of pi^y. 

Every palace is thrown widely opefii 
to tbe invited gnests^ and that of tbe 
qneen qitii^kly thronged with those named 
by Antiochus. A lond borst of .cym«- 
bals is 'fa^ard, the, organ swells, tlie 
tftbret cionndSj and Zenobia appearSi O 
bow 'g)4>rioas^ bow matchless ! -in diib- 
mond tiara, bractglets^ collar, and flowing 
crimsolEi' robes of silk and gold ; all eye^ 
srre'fix-^d on her bcantebns f aee, watdkhig 
bet grade and excellent majesty. 

Chrodes, as president of the : senate. 
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arranges the guests, and the f^ast begius. 
On the right hand of Zenobia^s tbrane^ 
on beds of gold and silver, sks her fatb^*, 
on her left her children ; the generala^ in 
whose honour the banquet is given^ 
clothed in scarlet, and wearing ^haioji of 
gold, disperse to head the different tables 
arranged in the! same i-oom, wfailstat tjbat 
of the queen are alone assemUed chief 
men of other nations, and the officers of 
the crown, with their -wives and elder 
sons. . The spoils of E^ypt, Persia, and 
Asia Minor, give a brilliancy to the 
whole, and all is joy and exultation. 

Zabdas, rising, holds high' the golden 
bowl, 'filled with royal wind, and ad- 
dresses Zenobia, I pour a libation to the 
gods for the taking of Egypt and Bi« 
thynia. — And I, added Victorinus, also 
rising, for the future conquest of Italy.—* 
dory to Zenobia, the queen ! exclaimed 
Antiochus. — No longer queen, but ena,- 
press, added Porph3rry, empress <^ the 
world : glory to her and our youthful 
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emp^nofSy who thus for the first time 
assimie their lavfol rights the imperial 
puple^ aadits attendaot pverogativ^a^ 

Zeoobia rose^ Herenuianus^ Timo- 
lawy and Yaballathos followed her ex- 
sunple^ aod . she «aid to the silent . mqlti* 
tnde^ pointing to the priufsesy Behold 
yoor eiapercH^, the sovereigns of the 
Easty Jand the fiitofe masters of Rome. ; 

A load and exalting strain of nKusic 
followed her words, and^ Zenobia ! £inr 
pnss^.of Rome I echoed tbrooghoot the 
paboB. One i^oice alone joined not the 
otherwUe general shout — ^in one face 
ralone joy. gave way to sudden dejection ; 
Orodes idaahed from bis hand the brim* 
miog copy ) saying. May I perish ere that 
boar which gives Palmyra to Rome l'-^- 
This hour, observed Zenobia, calmly, is 
that of sanshine, do not thou darkefn it 
by illrtimed disaffection ; reserve thy opi- 
nions until to-morrow, when, at the 
senate, or in sec^ret, I will hear them.-r- 
Consent then, said Orodes, to retain the 



title of ^c)umd; and to tej^otf^h^fat* 
^es^.-^And ^ wkat.«i«flAioiol7!ddtt.th€t» 
require it 9 askdd Kcntolm,' slerrilpi^ 
^evei* will / AdHriu>w}<Klge tbeeo^ch/ 
sdid-Oro^s: «ipoo 1ll^htbh^8kel1HM>k Ak 
yenpAleA ottp tkal stood ^befoitrii^^fHi^ 
Ing^ WhMoevierr pyeMnt^r^tttiitflrpMigfe 
me a6 >£ii>pre$« of RMae^^kitii»iqiutrdK 
hall, lli^'wbdk M$GmkiyfiihlB.ftjataBn3t 
of Idyal ohedi^t^, xA^eA, M^adcdpt^ 
O^esywlm^ft'tbe .table;/ ^^ ^ i . vt ; 

Tby* JH^ilftilDbst^ tidls: ^» iiiekth/ wn^ 
tbe arfeitraiT-^iiMti^ibtuiiB'ird^sidflrali^ 
of thy age3 dt ici changed tohaonhsiisilti; 
•thba art 'banished :Palawc^.v*'iQtad» 
tnshed to b^* feet^ Oh^ n^tit^beyknirid, 
say not ^, give tne doatii^ bDt'^0tiQ|»>iiie 
in Palmyra. . '/,i. ui-j' 

My M^oi«d is past, implied SSenbbia, 
and Oi odes, scorning foftber s«pf)IioattM], 
arose and quitted the ball ; ^Ldngimis 
^ould hrtve f^lloM^^d hiaiy wlrt0;detaiiwd 
-^the qneMy Wbi ;^i^pdiiitig H^fefln- 
anufe, desired htm* to pursii^ Orbim and 
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MAoaiwttr'iMDtaliiiihiBiitarodi bytptMmiig 

'TJm& festivities ^catitiowd •oBUft- lb# 
li0ttf» 4w s f>iV nybwi^ tSi^vnlr .thttiiBrciaB^ 
tomiS|g*W'ViaKiiMs^ Z^eflbbia^niiMiriUsdy 
BSttbelKmr^9i>a6 is«e/^ketaad(lii»;|p^ 
Ibvodierflrij^t retire; )the • attdqiknir>c|f 

toMbedt Ms 'diMk to mo96 i^ai^ onrhen te 
fepKe^t; iij^4Q»Mlief , I, was iMltengifilt ThB- 
odosias.^^At TbeodfuiuS'' ! > t reppaited . tUa 
^adBtt) lie^is-nOt pressmt^' orwhyjtot m 
hiff^^leee new «e, thos pmpasi^y.;Iift 
iractftit/-'>^e^lMilli bees inith96ircid]ii>fib6i 
tbe 'begtnmnj^y reptieA SHulblaiBs^i'^BBQ- 
4^ting -thtovtgh it<iikeit tro«Usd isjkirit; 
I h«ve^ie¥er lost^hft^pf bim)^ iipidncifr 
belraM-^liim as> if writings With ifai^ffin)^ 
'irjmn'tise ^all^ bis faee ^wrned toiraeds 
tfacfe, tayttotber : ^lo«k8 b Saoiel^ ood 
Ibis tbeleae^ bf ^elsbazran ' :i f ' 

' {Ob^ 'Words-df >fA«oeeBtey^xwbfdsoii|. 
^{Hte^^^ lieavM 1 llie iromtebstoai^df 
Zenobia^ as did tikmt ^of ^iBeisbsBflar 
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Xiifti^ed^jaiid herthodghts likewiaebeGtaie 
tronUedly Zenobia aba trembled misvery 
limb. — ^Again she looked up and aroobd, 
iiiit she no longer saw the patriaroby twho, 
Jbavingi once met ber eye^ disappeared: — 
/Thou art weighed^ found waotingj and 
Ay knagdom is give .over to* : . , She 

"ipaused^ her. heart $aid, Mlie Roman;' bet 
ake conldnot pronounce the WMd. She rose 
to retire ; again the organ in noble swell 
gave the signal of prostration^ and all at 

slier rising fell! to the earth. 

i\'. But ere they conld agiun rise^ a 

stranger appeared at the wtrancc^whom 

Victoria hastening to meet^ Zenobia re- 

cogni^: it was Claudia9 the Roman. 

.Gloom and despondency immediately 

.gave place to joy and pl§asuc« at his 
retum, and she rejoiced at being able to 

^receive an account of what was than 
passing in Italy; again seatjipg heiself^ 
she invited him to appoach. — Ajad how 

-proceeds Aurelian^ with his domestic pre- 

:tenders to the pnrple ? enquired Zenobia. 

.-^They are crushed^ Claudian replied. — 



Attil hfe €roths aiHl Otfoh and Scytbiaas^ 
demanded the* eiiipres».-^--7l[iey are yan^ 
qnisfaed^ be ati6^n^red.--^On wbat tben^ is 
Ay emperor employed ? W *hi9 active 
spirit cannot long remain snpine ; art tboa 
rdbnilding lihe walls of Itohie^ -and esta- 
Ussbing new laws acnd ordinaiQfce4?-^The 
walla are rebnilty and Its- lk¥ri' a^^esta- 
lilisbed;-^'i%en ^yynwOat^l¥i» bfe Iris 
next labdmrf periiaps/ -fifbe ebtttihtt^^ 
sauling:':>8»caistieaftlyj -ti»- ex^ditiirf to 
theEaali*>^Ev«B so; r^Hed'Oftutili^ii i'bii 
qipeditidtt^o^heEast ^ i r v.v 
Silence followed; brokefn ' at length 
by Vicstodia'fif Myibg, Answer not'tftre em^ 
piBfis .tibusi eldw^and nietbodlteliy^ dear 
Clandian, wben tboa seest' it is ber wish^ 
to know^ concerning tby Rdme' and its 
master-r^Wbat wbiild die quef^n knbw^ 
he deoifmded;. again' dtti^ntiMi became 
&ced> whilst all present pfbvhied forward^ 
to dbserve the solemn eonntetiatice of the*^ 
Roman. " <' ■ : i • .•: - 
. *Thy intelligence^ on arrival from 
diststat ^rts was wont to flow a copious 
l2 



stfTfatD^ ^eipi^d^4«a[;e|i«bmj 4nd)D6ttlMii 

trqljK fuiswctrj, fprt^fW tOjqatetimif; aniid i 
affi^tdle^t;: l^ut bebrk^f,. foe I Qirijir Qcntie 
l\^}){tej!. tp; ^tCjlK; »y wif«f i Vtetoria,! JEniii 

^iff gc|! ifsp^lt^ .jfVonit vtliy ; ipiidlliFaetbd. fiiiw 

, t^^^^Mf^^affd, »?<4 :wi*^B»eiWMfiii^ 
djgn%^(9lK;9Kcl«ktf€4^ ThistU-rettimfiii- 
my wish to spare thyfe^lm^pbyrbrtiilupg^ 
t)|e.;;rfth ;WJrtli:rfl«iati<Ni aikd teoderiikss ! 
tfikei U2|»% that dfend^ri trBtb; O^eeo f 
aodthaii'j^fil^ fW.wfaoviAhonld pdiikh- 
m^f^ fsJA, t>nt' the i^iHIesa mess^ngi^^ jof 
%eyMa4iHirftp 

: ,4iflfqj^ fifiid (Zebobi«, larfMg n agka^ 
ti^:^rgtf^ilief Clandien,:! ebBD^Nielieifd 
tI|c^|mrpopi;«»C tlr|rtm*dlig«tice^.b«tt^)t» 

not honour thereby^ and it is notyisttob 
late: ar fneiMllf :ieq^kbttS0f iibail be iBis-> 
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repeated Clandian^ deje<Mdfty.» k is xm 
ledger *^i«e to, tettof^: Bitb^ia Jsl now 
i^ireliftfi*$ ; P)ft];;^fia, Gid9tU»: C^ad*«- 

1^ ia/B^alK^k%. to Avitiodi/ 

ToidMtti witb that fidM tefb^fosr! 
eTffiimm^. Z^Maai Ami Mieoi* talomr^ 
and. Amiock «hre»tte«tl, aidi W9 .no* in 
haf^lieardof it! it amttot be ! . WJtertc 
then 18 now^Aurelian himself ?tf*11i0a 
careless shepherd of a slumbering flock I 
said Clandian, go bat a few leagues 
heuce^ and thou wilt meet Aurelian ; Au- 
relian is on his way to Palmyra. 

A SQdd(iU:^94,<^9];ry:49 Vf ¥(W heard^ 
succeeded by a groan of terror. The 
words^ Aurelian is on his way to Palmyra! 
spread from mouth to mouth; the dis- 
persing guests fled to their homes ; and 
throughout the city was heard the noise 
of the whips, the noise of the rattling of 
the wheels, of the prancing horses, and 
crash of flying chariots ; all in the royal 
palace was dismay and confusion ; until 
l3 
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Zenobia restored peace^ when every eye 
war fixed ^nf her. 

• Blow'thetrutiify^t througb the city^ 
she said * in a low Toice^ and caU the 
eldero together; light the watch towers 
of alarm^ and be the lamps of joy ex- 
tingnished. — ^Victorinns amd .Bali^ta^ do 
you gather the miUtia^ and here remain 
captains of the. walls I Zabdas thbn art 
my captain ; we will see this Atirelian at 
Antiocfa^ ' -. •.' ^ •.» 
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Aphaca, return in despair — Zenobia and her van* 
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and the siege begins'^Theefdosius offers to he the 
-medium towards a restoration of peaee-^ZabdaM 
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requiring the surrender of the city --Her answer*^ 
Theodosius implores her not to send^it ; he is over*, 
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Thb third rising son saw Zenobia^ h^ 
elder sons, and their army of one bQn<^ 
dred and twenty thousand oien^ engaged 
h4 
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at imiqa Dear Antioch, with tbe forces of 
the Roman emperor; the same son he- 
held the waters 9S the Orontes red with 
Palmyrenian bloody and its banks dark- 
ened by rushing flocks of birds of prey. 

Hitherto Palmyra had conquered^ for 
it had only fought with soft-limbed Per- 
sia and enslaved Egypt ; it had now to 
fight^ for the first time, with stern-faced 
Roine, The vanquished empress, pro- 
tected by Zabdas, fled back to Antiocfa ; 
and gathering the scattered xemaiAs of 
her forces, still seventy thousand strong, 
repaired to Emessa. Aorellaa with riq[iid 
strides parsned. 

There in the plains of Emessa, he 
encamped his thousunds. His Dalmatiptii 
"StkA Pannonian horse, hk northern le- 
gfons, his Pretorian bands, troops of 
Moorish eavalry, the militia of d)e lately 
surrendered provinces, and a formidable 
I'egiment of Jews, armed with clubs and 
VMlces; I>readfal the battle,. hoiTible the 
cartfage.; like showers of hail flsew dwts 
tad jawUns^ like thunder £^1 tbe blours 



of Jewish weapHIt 4pa|i.,tbe kvmw ^4 
ir0QiH*iooap;qf d^^myr^iliaB^.: va,:! 

^ ffpp&9\, ^lAi^t^r. fpIlow^4f tba fyW: 
renmniog th<>asAq4$ W^ldbA^vetb^awci 
dawp their ariaiMi when SH^nobija^ eaiawg 
the;royaJlij^|Miidflr4 /of t)ie palin> t^re^ it 
iqf^ .^e *fbii;Ufi^: of (be eoeioyj, .ai)4 
^iiriogj^ coDTser/flofiged after it. . 

lo Palmyra^ as yet ignorant. of thf 
latejeveatSj all Wi3 patiiot^c andefitkusi- 
a$tii:;mrflqiV*i;. the avsejo^ls; yiffvp opened 
an^ t;he frbole pf^^laliioq airoi^: they jdid 
ncNtdotib^ ;\be suqc^si of their eame^ ai^ 
rather ifjfHce^^batAur^Uf^p b^i thus far 
penetr^ed iuto^an hostile country^ thr 
inbsibitaQts of which could pot fait 
cutting off , b^ natreat, 
" .Wajtchmen were placed on. all tb^* 
rarronnding heights s fires were never 
TO^red to be. a mpinent extingaisbed ; 
forger; ^nid oveBS weite eoastrqcted ;. graia 
lirougbA /from the si|bM<?bS' was ^eco/ed ia 
the heart qf the city, in storeboosea par* 
posely erected ; tiiaher was felled and giveSi 
l5 
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fhefartificers^ ivlioretamed it in arrows, 
bows^ and darts; the inhabitants of tbe 
n^hbonriug^villages collected their little 
all/ Mel driving their ilbclcs and herds 
before - them, appeared at the gates^ 
d'aving admittance ; the flocks were 
peiined within the public squares, their 
forage in the great courts of the temple, 
, and their owners kindljr received by the 
citizens.' 

' Women, and striplings - or strength 
sufficient to draw the bow of defence, 
wete givWn in charge that part of the 
town best defended by nature; whilst 
age and childhood were instructed to col- 
lect, and prepare ligatures, bandages, oils, 
and other necessaries for the wounded. 

Intrenchments were thrown up; huge 
engines of war built, and a strong wall 
thrown round the aqueduct, by which 
alone Palmyra was, as yet, supplied with 
^ater. One postern Only, and that to 
the BASt was 'buffered to be ever opened, 
and one person only at a time permitted 
to enter or leave the city. 
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At the same honr that Zehobia quitted 
Palmyra to meet the Roman, Antiochus, 
Hyrcanias, and Orodes left it for Balbec ; 
near that place was the fonntain of 
Aphaca^ and to that .fonntain they re* 
paired to learn the fate of their country ; 
the oblation of ltnen> silk, and embroiT 
dered garments was placed lightly on the 
waters. Antiochns watched with agonijEed 
emotion, Orodes in sullen dejection^ but 
the o&ring was not accepted, it sank 
not as their hearts desired : it floated oil 
the surface, ^nd despair and consterna*: 
tion came upon both. 

Returning to Palmyra, ere they.cA-^ 
tered the city, they stood for a few mo« 
ments on the brow of a southern hill ; they 
looked around, and not a speck appeared 
in the vast horizon ; but ere long, gazing 
stedfastly towards the north-west, Hyrca* 
nins discerned an object as if a ; rising 
cloud; it increased in extent, and as it ap- 
proached, became darker: it expanded 
gradually, and assumed the deepest sable 
hae^ .conveying dread and horror to th«i 
1-6 
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^fmtMtoi : ob^ds of dost rcdied forward 
ki thick coliitmis, aird Ofo^,^ Antiocbdt 
and H^fcaHibsi rushed down the hill to 
tile already opened posters. 

Tlie wallilNMn on the famgbtdy the 
cmtittdd on the rsunparts^ the senatom 
Mseinbied en- the {HAMlcles ^of the teiii-> 
fhsf tbetfitxiehs on tbe terrai^e^-of their 
lidii^i idl^ ail had seen it, )anid in an 
imtBitit tlie liells of the vitf talWd ; the 
trattfp^t and dniHi had n& itematto^y a»d 
tftie #ailb ^veve covered wiiSk ti^^ops^ 
£ver^ g^e &f the ^Mxter iraM ^ii»a» th4X)ti4ft 
widely open^ and tbe full tide |»in^d 
f^^vwi itt tori^en^sr^^ itaass itf blaod^ 
and woandsy and "dlmgiytei*. 
: Of aU ebe hapless fiigitiMea^ Me «Immi 
i^iM^ed' se)^po<^€««i<in^ fbreltiide/ mA 
jflftaJMty : tnodmted on -a ^ite ooiiMer, 
yvkxf^ bead ^and ne^k ^paidltled miHk 
JBivsels ; in one hmrd her f^AUi&PMg k(4^ 
nfel sbrmonnted bythidk, ^bctt soiladand- 
%oken 'plumes^ her j^yeKn red miA 
UMid in the dtber: a faatnered ^iekk 
i^n ifaer i^fin^ 'the silkea tciiiis i<if «Ae 






hor4# tlitpyiro ov^r h^r neck ; «h# ]9#)&ed 
arouRd — W^vfmt forth th<M|saDci5^(p;osi|^ 

»yiTi atilJ ia l9i«0« 

And AMioeh^ ei^im«4 Paulos.— • 

tlw9fii .4milW«09 ^Us all ai^ gmie, ojp 
ftbdfiJd { be hw»t O, may this fli|(|it 
tif jMDTSj if be pursiiiej be » aimre to bring 
btin to jroio ( Zabdas coyer$ oui* re-* 
tiWfit^ while the Sjrian freebooters^ desert 
Aisabs^ anfl M^beors^ ail join io harassing 
his rear. 

yjw «M i«H^ iiuift, dear hootbears ? en- 
^m^ th^ ^SWi^ YabfiUatbos^ eMmiising 
]KQrei^|]i^Qfls wd Timolaus. — Npt mj 
<diiW» Implied ..hisf mother, neither hHv< 
tilfdy.'disgracedthek purple: tl^fon^bl^ 
iMftd :ba4 <be; bQen pppos^d to an ay injr 
of bo|»^ Wd made tb^t.arfQ^y fly ; kw^ 
lk^ ^lifmKj. wpuld .ex^hapgid blo\?9 with 
tbese^ y^t wh^H;!! cM^wd nrja did striki^ 
neither my valiant elder^ pqr bis beaii^ 
neons rbfiitberi ^^^^ii^m^ hid behiod my 
«bkl4* 



Atthe request of Antiocbns^ the queen 
aiid her sons repaired to the palace, where 
bavln^ laid aside their Brmomr, they par- 
took of refreshment, and retired for short 
repose. The presence df Zenobia. in* 
spired the Palmyrenians with fresh yi- 
gdur, and the city became impregnable^ 
The next day an early meeting was sum- 
moned, which Zenobia attended, clad in 
the welt-known robe of Odenathns ; to 
her jewelled crown was added his crown 
of laurel, and her soft hand grasped his 
sword of victory. 

Yesterday, she said, was Aurelian*s-— > 
to-day is mine ; in a few hours Bafista 
and I, with our thousands of militia, join 
Zabdas, and thus will the emperor on 
every side be hemmed in by enemies. 
Aurelian no more, I strike the decisive 
blow, and gathering, in my p^*ogress to 
Europe, a mighty armed mass, pour 
upon' haitissed Italy, and conqner de* 
clining Rome. 

The senate applatsded ; Empress of 
Rome ! they cried^ go and fulfil thy 'dee* 



\ 



titty. 'Scai-ct&y ^ weiW' the words pro- 
nounced^ thari-'l6iid atld piercing ' cries' 
wert Tieirfl,* and^<i)i'odedsaddfenly ap- 
peared. AoreKao, said h^, ie in stgbti itt^ 
sight of Palmyra! His close phalanx/hi$> 
open legion^ his engines of destmction; 
his victorioa^ kmiy of Jews^ all are npotf 
us ; before hiin a garden^ bi^hind a desert 
wiMemcss— ^thc flame and sword his har- 
bingers. 

I know his character 'for rapidity; 
daid'Zehobia> a^t(H)i^bed/btltthis eifoeeds. 
belief. Is it'ftot r^fher Zabddis returning 
vict6rioas? • ' 

Soon, too soon, alas ! the truth Was 
confirmed. Thbse placed ta watch had 
only proclaimed . the appearance of : an 
approaching army, when that army en^ 
camped beneath the walls ; the pioneers 
entered on their awful duty, the imme- 
diate notice of arrival was given in h 
shower of daVts and* stoties, which feU 
like thimdenug hail upon the roofs and 
turrets of the citj/ the Roman shout of 
war was ^ai*di and the great western 
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brazen gate gro^tied befiei^ ^^ strops 
of tM tia^Hl^ baftteriifg f Itq* I't .ir ,-.;.: 
. Arc it4^*Iime|i ^)il)icf^ at 'e^e^ gfUe 
Hffd |)<*terli? ^ijcjef) t|>e iqiieen. T|ieo>- 
db^ms entering^ heard tbe wor^s^Tbjr 
gflt^^^^ve filrong, Q ^taeeu, as tj)e %:-tree 

rnlheAnp'^gHinH thee those wbo scoff at 
thy ^QibalttM >falkj apd tara thy ^^trot^^ 
holds into derision. Perhaps I am the 
9iity oQe ef thjs' ai^st aSdeniUy who is 
persQpalljr kiiotvd to AnreJian ; propose 
l^tns of a^omi^odation^ and let me jjip 
the hearer—offer to restore atl thy cooj- 
qiM^s^ snade within the last three years^ 
to limit l^^lmyrene to its ancient honn- 
^ary^ aii4 I pledge toy life that peace 
ii»iU be the cdnsequence^ 

S^lencia fih^W not be surrendered, said 
AAtipebciSi for thence tbe famjly of ^he 
^^pifirepis derives its origi^i.— ^or Judea^ 
Itddcfl vE^kapah^ for Zenobia^ as a sore* 
Teign fUhnw pf the tribe of ^enjanain^ 
has lawful fslaimtoits possession.— :Not 
a fRrkttg.of Falsiyrjsiie shajl.be re^tore^y 
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e3^1aiiDQi^P¥^es.~rN^. a cmb^ of Egypt 
goUefib by this ^i^^yrd,) addf d .Xiaui|}e)fifisv 

So^ despotic ia wr(H)gy said Theodo* 
sias to Zeopbifi, b^ despotic iti tbis5 and af 
thyself Mounissipa me to go foi^h. wiU)4>At 
delay, armed, with the flag of peace. — It 
shall be so^ said the qoeen ; aa4 tinning 
to Langious^ she dii^cted hioi to- pr^>are 
thQ infiPtrameiU pf conciliatioiu Loa<- 
gin^s. with u}ftcrity obeyed| wb^n a^^a 
the: dfjiibt^ati^s qf the Qo^ifcil we^e Is^r 
terjmpt^^: by. sbP^ts. from witXiffpt* ; Oil 
enquiry^ the; Wfe^re fooad tf^ proceed Uqm 
those vfko wit£ie8s^4 from: tb^; i^uiU^ a 
noble aad matchless effoi't oC^valoxur. 

AJttboBgb the city was wiiolly in^(6$te4 
with thi^ troops of Ai^reliai), Zabdas^ re* 
tarqed from i^messa with, the sl^atlered 
ii^DPAJ&Sf of his brave PaltuyreQi^H^^ cat 
tl^oogb ^i^oppoaiag ^3^5 ^ad re^ebed in 
saleiliy ^ ^yri^a gat^ oi^ PaJa^yr^^ wh^^ 
hakiiigs b^ seued a botf from aa ai-cberj 
umI sIh^: an arspw; at the .pars;aiag em* 
p^fof; thi9^ weafk^a ed^tere4. ^% ^lA^ of 
Aare}MPj and a sIl^tMu ^f blood .ft^^ed 
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oieer his gilded cnirass. Zabdas^ taking 
advantage of the circnmstance, tnrned 
upon the appalled enemy with desperate 
fary, and having beaten them back to 
their trenches^ returned to the city, bear- 
ing the Roman standard of (he eagle, 
taken by his own hand% 

Hastily entering the conncil-room, he 
threw it at the feet of Zenobia^ and 
shewed to all a girdle soaked in blood, 
which, in the late sally, he had picked 
np as dropped from the wounded em- 
peror : It is the blood of Anrelian I he 
said. — ^Then away with all thoughts of 
concession,' of restoration! exclaimed Ze- 
nobia i Aurelian and his powers shall yet 
be buried in the sands of Palmyra. 

New life, new vigour, pervaded every 
qnkiter of the city. The siege continued, 
but not the slightest impression was made 
on any part of the walls and fortifications, 
so admirably had they been strengdiened 
by the skill and wisdom of Odenathus : 
in Vain the ramparts were attacked, the 
battering engines worked^ towers and cas* 
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ties ^'i^lj^ted on tbd' biilis to coinmillid the 
walfs*;> 4ir6«h*y coald'ri^e to any foraii* 
daMe'ifeigfetj the Workmen sticcessively 
perisljefl In ♦ the' attempt — maebines from 
the towers of Palmyra poored •npon' their 
head^ h^^id^fifdaMMoheWle^d^; engines 
move^ %:fteyi»'«ndf w6taf*nj threw darte 
and ^«Mi^s; 4hHsf Zabdfts And th^ oth^ 
gedetfaW-'harassred''thiBm iiighC' and day 
by:»fep*kted4*ca^^^ their camp. • 

nentf ttf*thy three' bnttArede^atm-s eon^ 
posing* H,<thefhafiF'\^a8 ever assembled^ 
oYer*wiiotn» ZenoWtt^ -Herennianns, , and 
hii »ytftiM^fe» Wothf ^11/ i alternately pi^ 
dWd*,-*»ftr9^(Aigfc - ihc : Itttter i w«re^'>t06 
yonngK^4hai%id the' d^lil^^tie^sy: tbek* 
presence iwspifcd ti^rfey and freserfeddtf- 

■ '^ G?eae'4tvftton«^3rist4&diiitt>oiig tb# «#- 
ttitoA, aftiiie 'at^ftlrig''yn»Adi«k)fial>^iiti- 
render, dtbers< the tocmtra^i Whilst a^f^w 
of thtenJofet'dfesp^rate ttarWtetif^d, %r^tbat 
•sKftald-tak* plUc^j^fb fe^lf tfrfe to th« iit^ 
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impjieties iiovffBoittBd^ which, tbMfh. they 
esc^p^d hec kaowledge, caald not that of 

D^l^f bl>Wfl9i be:€riil^|(er5i6t€sd i^ihis 
fifst a^dyiee toj^^j^i^r^e^tnt/ii^f,^ daolnre 
lierfa^9 and tQ attiM:h tohercttOfie the 
Gqd of truth aI^i jtistice.^*--Talk not to 
n\t of faiths shletr^pli^^K^I^^'^^fg^ 
by AoralifMd ; he^B^, i^r^i^tiie^ wUl A &t« 
tefid to tbee^-^AoK^i^^pq'OM^el.iKo- 
peated Theodosius j O ibat i^y.C^aiss ms^y 
h^ grcruBCilesd !--^Caiii9t tlioar{M;iU/ d^^ 

qiiec^i;^ hi9'im#p4 ^ai»y tliMe fMnajuili^g 
WQHry, ^gusliedbt oiangledv and hi8i«^f 
WDi|ii4^* , . Wbilisti'fllie yet 6pake> a baA- 
ner of truce arrived, and a noUe. j/putfa 
j^aninrtl Marcctlljas y^^fi the tiearer; of a 
JjBtter fi(o:9l'4#rf»HaB. t0 Zenobia.. Xt was 
Delidr aldod; by. the* secretary of tbe senate. 
It fe,(|mred b^tQ sorr^ider Palmyra, 
f^}S^ ftPms^)hw W{{ her confederate^ 



plenty a*d secofily^ in stieh jtart of die 
Mvpiite'ati'lhe Aoftnaffi: stiiiite sbavld tfH 
point ; fitOM«ketv it jdqmiincled otlie Ctaihe^ 

ai^iMj'betf^esv and oamds, ^Midtliet-eiliie* 
tkMx^^i^dliriyrti to a Irte Mmmmiweahli, 

Tvamtttg'tb The^fti^s; «lie indigMt* 
^m '(Bkppmr&dito wait- liiti TUffiafk^'^tf 
tbes^'^ni^ Mt-y'iinaolMi^ Mi#' MimsmiablW 
ferms«'^A«f^lian iiaff^pMltd^bis^ laid 
ihe 'patriarchs' W fii^n f^pdM-liKiney 
and thrdngh <liy^lti)5ail9/4)y^tM!0;«ial mn^ 
cessi^, l^eatee* UKa^- y^t bid mtOMd^l tfi^ 
ki^dom fileeWlKl 4n ^It^ ftill ti^ty^ks^itt 
Ifbe bafq>y and^ glorious r^gn of 'ddeiki*' 
thas/ and AurcUan indaced Yd wSth^^iir 
bis iroi«p8» ' OMced€- tl]« Mm^iMM ^o^ 
Tih^s/ iM^pt tbei¥ p^i^H^ioii t«^ ^^f 
tb^ porpk/ iand 'tbe Illmians iiv^'II kti#W 
to ike shores oF Eni-ope. 

TPbis is thy opinioti? obse/vetf 8c*- 
Mttia.^An^ intner e^MfMi^d'^rddes^ 
bat fe^terd vdic^ Was lioi'lie^*; dtt^ 
mtiniitir of dtsc^temf'tirbdey #lfetf ^Z\s« 
nobia ordered Lon^ns t^' wi4(e'' v^IkiC 
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shiB should dictate.' . /Feaufiall ihat she 
was adfiptk)g ' the" adv»ce iof) ^Theoddfiotts. 
and'Orode^^ ' alLf phe$eot).lMteMd: ipith 
i^iiHefi gloom ;[ btftsdbn tfai&'^looip gave 
p)a£(B tQ:iip{>]aiise 'aAdiadmiratioo, Jipd at 
^teff sentience^ PauIus andJRtrj^yry^ 
Antioiibv^ atad Elkiamifa, <Y^eriii«i. imd 
Vict0ri»us^ eii{>res8ed >witih - . c^^t^ii^aava^ 
tbeir. decided a|i^pfobMioiirt^f,tb4 an&Wi^* 
5 Zendbia^ .£i^prieds of .'tbe/East,: to 
the Boman^Erap^Tol' Aurelj^iai-rrNo matt 
excc9>t ;tjbyjsi?lf, idwst dftmaftd, 'efij^, jvliftt. 
tbjr. letter r^uirfes ; fit Jbf nQi(;-j?|r ,Jc*|§i'6, 
iMt by Valour I can /be :ip4»€^d.(tpf suJ)-' 
mil* Cleopatra dvs^ rathei^ tbjaa yield to 
QctaviKs^ and ^ball. Zenobiado l§$s^ ,1 
daily expect. rStticqOBrs' iroiaL/Peri^a, Ara- 
l)ia^ ai^d AjTmeiiia^^aU.are basti^ningiti^ 
Tfkj relief;;. .'Wliat tll^n wiir become of ^hi^^ 
and thy vagiant ufmie^^v^hom the robr 
bers of Syxia.have already pat jto 4tS^t ? 
Then. wilt thou; Jay asiii4$i,^ha4: prid.e.aiM^ 
presuviptiqii with; ^hi^h. otl^oa: c|Edle9t ou 
me to siirrender^ as ii^^tJpyQu;n)\rert thQ:Conr 
q^eror^f the universe/; I -w. 
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exc^ipied the senf^te^ tamuUtiously.-*^ 
The spirit of CleapaiCra.Uyes in tliee^ my. 
daiighter .8aid.Antiochia9.r-Iti is nn aa-r 
swier worthy the Que9^ of great Falinyra^ 
ren^arked Elkanah. An4 ]t>qiiginuSj in si- 
leoce^ having folded and sealed the letter 
placed ijt in a crimson b^§^ apd delivered 
it to the messenger, when Theqdosius^ 
rapidly ascending a few steps of the 
throne^ laid his hand on the arm of !$(s- 
Qp]t>ia* . . 

Send it not^ he cried^ Q sen4 it not! 
*^Be it dispatched at tjbe igstaAt? iKei 
tnmed Zenobia, rndely shaking off, his 
hand. — Qneen, he still repeated^ with 
fervonr^ yet hear me*— hear my olyec- 
tions; but one moment^ one. moment's 
delay is all I ask. — ;Another worcJv re- 
turned the empress^ and I shall treat 
thee not as the apostle of the Christians) 
but as the 9py of the Romans. . 

Theodosius retrea|;ed) and stood apart ; 
the queen fi^om her elevated throne^ t^e 
seated elders around, looked upon, him. 



Btroe. Tb^n/ "said -iie^ «mn^d ^ wkh a'#f m 
md uiff^iH afi^; r^Milw'ttie ^k'bf Pal- 
i^fl-a f rdin 4ny ft^t^I etrnke" it ^ff^ 
wAii% as ffaon 'ihdiblf^t ^rbm^^fhee'Wis 
band, by i?rhkk 'tfc*a ^^tert to to*?*© ftecn 
baptised. 

• Bip^fzfefll igxdalmed a fatrltSti^cf^of 
voices ; MBetacfbia ta havcf irmbraeed^p* 
twm ^'V>^lr«teptfess a Ckristtan ?*— <Jpe*k, 
said TWio*oSfas ; thon art daflfed- npcin, 
and answer the question.— -The faitfi of 
iny |)©ople i* toy^feftb, Ae repHea.--^nd 
Clin tbe^ ^l-otrd' Zenobia '^tiMp to t^ni^ 
vo<ca(k>n ? ' Thy pfeople^art of ^v^y feStfe, 
baft of wfeat frith art Aou 9-i-lf -of Chris- 
tian/ sakt Afltiocbiis, let^Atrt'elian' \vlth 
toy free'\ViU' enter Pal Blyra:-^ If ^Ze- 
Hdbia bwn* herself a NeteaVite, ' a^Med 
EHtanlih, I will iiayself tipeti the gat* to 
the Itoman. 

Thy silemee, qdeenVi^i^tke^fPlMiltts^ 
4Dbfiflhii!s'th^^wtri^»br A?s maYi V ?Pftilse, 
let bim'talce fcfeed-^hfcr'age oFnkattyrddm 
is not^paiBaed.--^or*thdf of *pos<ticy,'Te^ 
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tamed the paiciarcfa ; behold the patteM 
in thyself. Answer tben^ Zenohia^ what 
faith doth thou profess ? The storm is 
come upon thee^ O beloTed <{iieen^ but 
let adversity confirm thy fiaith.****If she 
confesses to the name of Jesus/ said £U 
kanah, I raise the city^ and call in Au* 
relran.-TT-Confesss it^ anUcall God to the 
defence of thy city, returned Tbeodo^ius. 

Banish that seditions Christian/ ex- 
claimed the h^ds of the council, dr we 
are freed ftom all allegiance to thee, O 
queen !. Banish, him^ thrust- him cfut of 
Palmyra ! Impiison, stone him ! £lka« 
nab had jspread the word, and the doors 
were at that instant burst open by a fii*- 
rious multitude, who vociferated. We ar6 
the voice of Palmyra. To death with 
the Christians ! they have sold us to 
Rome. Drag this their ruler from the 
presence, and behead him. 

Zenobia, though pale and agitatt^d, 
resented the;ir rebellious violence, and 
rising, ordered the hall to be clearee), 
and the doors fastened ; then addressing 

VOL. II. M 
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the putiiarchj Away^ she said, away^ 
whilst thoa art yet saft I Go to thj 
frieadj the Romdii, or nay power may not 
be sufficient to save tbee froni danger. 
Give bim a gnard and passports to die 
^mpe^or^s camp.*— I accept them not^ re- 
plied the piEitriarch^ firmly; thy fate is 
corner and I will not leavte thee. Oh, 
wretched queen ! I ani safe^ it is thou 
^t art surrounded by danger : avert it, 
in pity to thyself and empire, avert it- 
look Vipon these disaiected handreds, 
and strengthened by divine power> own 
thyself a disciple of Christ. 

Away ! repeated Zenobia, angrily, 
nor thus persist in provoking their wimth 
on thy head and mine,-^Am X to ton* 
sider this an abjuration of thy new belief? 
he demanded. Dost thou, by these eqni- 
vocatiog words, rratlly deny the nameof Je- 
sus? — Again she was silent, when he con- 
tinnedj The civil punishment of apostacy 
is confiscation of-goods^^tlie divine pu- 
nishment oa sovereigns may be confis- 
cation ol kingdom.-^FarewelL 
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He was quitting the baU^ wiien lie 
peit)eivedi standing at the ^oor, tlie mes- 
senger who bad neCeited Zenobia'g letter 
in charge^ and who^ purposely or Negli- 
gently, attentive to all that had passed, 
had not yet departed. Theodosiiid, in* 
stanlly returning/ exclaimed with joyful 
tenderness, 'Oh, mercifiil heaveti, t% 
hand 4fi :in this t the letter is iK»t yet 
gone, and all may be saved; n<iw Ze- 
nbbia bear mef^tbbngh thoa hast disr 
honoured thy profession, it ie the doty of 
a €iiriatiau to endeavosr to presetre lliee 
and tins hapless city; recal this thy 
letter, for hast thon not remarked the 
impfodence, the inadvertency tboa bast 
committed in ■ ! ■» 

This man ta]|» ipiicfa, intei^rapt^ 
Porphyry, and his censure of the letter Is 
moH iuireasonable, for iq brevity, force, 
wit,, and finiines8;» it bath never b^en 
suirpas3ed.*^A most admirable composi- 
tioft, repeated several of the senators.-^ 
Ejcqniaitely worded, said Panlus.-«-It was 
a fair answer to Asrelian^s insolent de- 

M 2 
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mand^ observed Longinbs ; and the latter 
sentente decided the fate of the letter : 
-Calcdb) snatching the bag containing it, 
from ihe tardy messiengery darted from 
the room, and setot it without delay to 
the camp. 

Oh blindness and . infatuation ! ex- 
claimed Tbeodosins, when silence* again 
prevailed; hear me once more. — ^Tbou 
shalt not :be heard, retnrned the queen, 
inspired with boundless arrogance by the 
adnlation of those aroand her ; none 
shall hear thee^ and on another sentence 
comiAg from thy lips, thou art snatched 
for ever from my presence, and thrown 
into confinement, for I now begin to 
regard thee as a mover of sedition, a 
perverter of all good, and an enemy to 
Palmyra. 

She ceased, and Elkanah watched the 
lips of Theodosius to hear that other 
sentence, nor long did he watch ; Theo- 
dosius spake, and those habituated to 
obey the looks of the queen, instantly 
surrounded and seized him : had Ze- 
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nobia's command been strictly obeyed^ 
he would only have been confined to the 
Christian college, bitt as it was Elkanab 
and his dependants that conducted Tbeo^ 
dosius from' the hall, he was throwA 
into. the common dnngeon of the pablic 
prison. 

Hast thou any message to the em- 
press ? asked the inciting Elkanah. — 
Yes, said thepatriardbi, with calm dig- 
nity, ^ill tell hex to beware of evil coun- 
sellors, and rcsmember Abdb*s prophets^ 
£lkanah' left the place with the scowl of 
dmsion, and on^ his retura' to the hall, 
being questioned by Zenobia, was rilent, 
but the perspn who had' accompanied 
him repeated the words of Tbeodosiua, 
and Zenobia trembled ; she well remem- 
bered the* advice of Theodosins, to make 
the death of Ahab her. study,' and it had 
become familiar to her. Release the pa- 
triarch, said the queen ; then, to Lon- 
ginus, is the letter gone ?-— It is, and 
Aurelian has recommenced the assault. 
- Wretched Zenobia! thou art fdlen, 
m3 
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fyt «V€r urt thou fellen I when thou 
i»rd«iied«t iMTofaae haatU to seize tbe per<- 
0«a of n ffatkfi&l vini^s9> thi^n fell tbysdf, 
Iby eifipife : hadA .thou but timely 
^b^cki^ tby vetem^aCe^ abated tby pride^ 
liili^oed to .tbe voice of reasoo, accepted 
tbe mediatioo^ given tbyself up to tbe 
advioe of an upri^tM: lainieter^ tbat holy 
man would bave exp<>sed the fblly of thy 
raSb and ill-judged answer.. 

Thtodosiud, bis jadgibeht uobiassed 
>y Worldly' tB*tive9» hia ptssioas calmly 
regul«kted> aloi»& saw'tbe earcbr thou wert 
CMuiUittiagi an error overlooked by three 
buodrefl aeaatdra famed for wisdom ; an 
lerroir which escaped the penetration of 
,a]l thy learned cooas^brs, that of imt- 
prudently acqotunttag Aurelian tbat sue- 
c^urs were expected by Palmyra-*-will 
he. not take advantage 6f. the iaforma- 
tion ? Oh| Zenobia, be has ; thy letter 
was no sooner read than Aurelian forgot 
Jiia wionad, and with all the rapidity of 
military^ ardour directed, thy expected 
supplies to be intercepted'; they were in- 
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deed coming from Pema, Armenia, aiftd 
Arabia^ and had tbiey reached Palmyra (a 
saft passage opened for them by Zabdas)^ 
it wonld have been laved ; hot fiow feill 
hope ii ont otf ; no sncconr tio^rr will 
reach Palmyra ! Ere the receipt of thy 
answer to a letter designed onl^ to inti*^ 
midate thee, it wa^ the intention of Au- 
relian to raise the siege as hopeless, and 
wiA the aocnstomed pretence of retiring 
to qaell distant rebellion, he had fbr ever 
quitted Asia; hut when^ gnided by learned 
rabbis, ititincible generals, and sDbltme 
and enlightened heathens, thoti in evil 
honr abjaredst the gospel^ in ontwiird act 
if not in hearty kn^ ungratefnlly dl^mi^sed 
thy Faithfcil adti^er, thon didst seal the 
fete of thy country and thyself. 

Art *Ji^ malting from day 1k> day ftrt? 
these friendly sncedurs ? at^ thy <>wtt 
sn^jplie^ at length e^hansted by this long 
pifotracted siege ?— A prisoner is taken, 
a<id bronghi before' the senate, Arom 
whom they learn that Sara(!ens, Arme-* 
uians, and IVrsians have -AX treen either 
M4 
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intimidated^ seda'ced to retarn^ or on re-^ 
fesal defeated by Aarelian. 
, This is a fatal Wow! said Orodes ; 
hoitv; could ' so palpable an error have 
escaped us !— A more fatal blow than 
e¥to that^ cried Zabdas^ entering hastily^ 
has been struck; the enemy has turned 
the course of the acq\ieduct| and our 
only supply of water is thus cut off. 

Then did the heart.of Zenobia faint^ 
the pride of' the sovereign' was no 
longer seen^ ' the Amazonian! cAiaracter 
wholly vanifihed— and what refiaaiiied? 
-—a timid^ helpless, forlorn^ and fainting^ 
woin^uot. 

When recovered. This, she said, is 
the final stroke ! deprived of water, for a 
few days only, under this burning sun— 
the city thus crowded with inhabitants, 
flocks, herds, and cattle, it becomes a 
scene of pestilence, of death, one uni- 
versal grave—a charnel house. Succour 
must be had, and from without — from 
Persia it can only come* 

And from Persia it wovJid be instantly 
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afibrled^ said Langimis, Sapor being the 
Bwoin eoeniy to Romei-r-Bot who caa 
lescapie thither, who if they conld would 
rash on certain death in n^aking the 
attempt ? a^ked Antlochns. — rl,^ said Zab- 
das, for my life is Palmyra's.— Then 
preserve iti returned Zenobia, for the 
sake of Palmyra ; and she took Orodes 
apart, and conferred with him ; astonish* 
ment appeared in his looks ; he shortly 
after quitted her, when turning, she ad^ 
dress^ the assembly — ^ 

In times of peace^ wonderous events 
are scattered through years ; in times of 
war, crowded into as many days : three 
of importance are come to my knowledge 
within the last hour — ^Egypt is iretaken^' 
and convoys of provisions from every part 
of this ungrateful land hourly arrive in the 
camp of Aurelian ; but to counterbalance 
these disastrous events, learn that Sapor 
is dead, and that his son Hormisda9' 
reigns ; having been brought up under 
- Orosanga, the Persian captive, whose life 
was spared |ttj|^denathus> Honnisdas is 
^ MS 
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the bie&A of PaJI«»yM. He huth biMfd 
of our daB^^ and il basteiiuig^ ta ixav 
relief ^ hi^iklioi]fiipd$ on the eKsttira baaloi 
9f the Sbphrntds imty wfiat my calL I 
now leave yon for ft ftw eliooi^iits^ n^ 
ffiain at yow poHs^ nor let me fiad ooe 
9;9^siog at the retiirn of Orodes ; oon* 
^HM your . deUberatioD6| bttt tike tie 
further ^e2>s.res|»0ctiiig the garri§oii u&* 
tii ye see tne again. 

. Aocoo^Q^ by Victoria^ ftnd 9ir 
tended by Terentiaand Mariam, {mrpos^ly 
^ected on the i^ccasiooi Zenobia quitted 
^e.palace^ and went towards. New Zaa^-r 
tha^ wbei*e lay buried Se|)tiiiiia. Mafaoi 
firaa yoor torches in the eartih^ «aid tho 
^[^aeeoi and remove 4ie simke from feh# 
acK»nth of the Mpul^br^ ; they di)eyed> bat; 
their united strec^h cotild only leave i^ 
ftwall apertore^ at which Zenobia entered 
with a liorph^ whilst they remained witfe* 
out. 

r Nor tear was ^hed^ nor a^gh braa^ecl 
by Zenohia, as she raised lor ihe hatS « 
time tlie-coveriiiig ihro«|^vtHr tibe eoi^ 
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Umg loak^ upon tbt^m — I regretted thee 
'BKj mother, O Messed be Gdil ihat tbbxi 
diddt not live to see this hour^ and lie- 
stowing otie last 'kif^9, she softly let fall 
the drapery land hastened from the spot. 

From the sepnlthre of Septirma, she 
passed to that of Odenathns ; here aho 
leaving her attendants at the door, she 
entering shnt it after her, thus enclosing 
tierself with the remains of him now 
more than ever lamented. Hadst thoti 
been living, said Zenohia, prostrating 
herself on his tomb, this hour had never 
come, I had not snfiirred, I had not 
fallen ! then raising herself, she kp- 
proaeiied bis beauteons bending stktne, 
now in appearance monming over hk 
dear, his lost Zenobia; sighs iMd teaito 
were no longer snpprcst, in an a^ony of 
grief she clasped the cold marble to het 
throbbing bosom, rested her head npon its 
shonlder, loolsed in its expressive face, 
almost fancying it retarned hei look, and 
sobbed in angnisfa, fondly hanging npon it. 

Het torch in one hand^ and^iier veil, 
m6 



ft52 w : smsOMAy 

which conceded her face^ in the.other^ 
Zenobia left the tomb^ and still followed 
by her faithful friends^ retnmed to the 
palace.- She next . repaired to the apart- 
ments of her sons ; Herennianas alone 
was awake^ TimolaDs and Vaballathns 
slept the deep sleep of health and inno- 
cence ; stooping^ she kissed them^ and 
then went to her elder^ who of an age to 
nnderstand what passed around him^ fell 
weeping on the breast of Zenobia^ as she 
jat. by the side of his bed. 

Where is Theodosius, my mother^ 
.asked the yojath,-— if evil has befallen 
him I renounce comfort.— -Theodosins^ 
my chil^^ is at the Christian college^ safe 
and unharmed of me.— ^Have I then thy 
permission to seek him there^ to abide with 
him at that place^ or bring him back to 
the palace ?r— Not now, replied Zenobia, 
this is the hour of repose ; rest thee then, 
dear child, this night, and to-morrow 
thou mayest join him — good night, He- 
rennianus, sleep in peace, and forget not 
in thy pnayers to God, thy hapless mother. 
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On her retam to the senate^ the mem^ 
bers of ^ which had not quitted their seats 
daring her absepce^ she enquired for 
Orodes.— *He is not yet come back, said 
Antiochus. And she continued leaning 
pensively and in silence upon the arm of 
her conch : no one spake, all was doubt 
and suspense, for none knew her inten- 
tions, and no one dared question her; 
yifhen Orodes again appeared* 

Thy orders are fulfilled, said he, and 
every thing arranged. Zenobia came for* 
ward, and the whole assembly in asto* 
nishment arose, looking alternately on 
Orodes and the empress. Turning to 
where, stood the amazed Antiochus, she 
embraced him, saying. Farewell, mj fa- 
ther, I go myself to Persia, to bring back 
succours. 

Cries and lamentations was the an* 
swer of all, who, crowding to the doors, 
intercepted her passage. — Oh, not so ! 
Zenobia, exclaimed Autiochns, rather 
submit to Rome than hazard thy adomd 
person; security alone is within i^ese 



t64 teeK0»iiA> ^ 

wiU)d^ «very step bej<Mid thed k dAtiger ; 
send t^ither^ but do not go tlijrs^^ fm 
ebouldst thoQ l>e taken^ sbonM^t ^kaa be 
killed — oh^ my cbild, nor I, nor Palmyra 
cat! ontlive thee. ^ 

What nnmber of camels hast thoti 
ordered? asked Zenobia of Orodes ; Fire 
only replied he, I feared a greater esfcoft 
might create conftision and betray ns: 
Victorinus and I attend thee, a fleet dro^- 
medary is for thee prepared, and two 
horses laden with gold and jewels, pre- 
sents to Hormisdas. It is now midnight ; 
we may reach the Euphrates by to-mor- 
row, an<J Ctesiphon where the kiiig at 
this time resides, the ,next morn, if he 
is not ali^eady with his army, set ont to 
meet os. In fonr days we mayj therefore, 
promise to retnrn to Palmyra, not as thus', 
few in nnmber stealing away in the dead 
of night, but at the head of a great and 
powerfel Persian host, abundantly snp- 
plied t on the fifth day we shall see An- 
relian raise the siege, 

A warm and ample cloak was thrown 
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over Zenohia's person, and she oiiee more 
bade Antiochos fwrevrell. To a few of 
tbe fietiators sbe gave her hand^ mid thea 
conducted by Oredes, LoBginiis> Zabdas^ 
and V]ctoriim«5 left tbe hall. 

A mnltitttde of. nobles and officers, 
ineising lighted torches, followed her to 
the onter ^ate of the palace, where stood 
t^ prepared escort : she was placed on 
thl^ dromedary, the rest fnonnted their 
camels and horses, and they passed si* 
leistly through the ^streets accoiapainied 
by hundreds on foot^ 

When reached the onter wall they 
stopped and listened with eager caa«- 
tkm : the centinels having been, prepared^ 
opetied the gate withoiitiKiise, but thongh 
the night was daidk, fearfiil of discovery, 
each was forced to extingQisfa his lamp 
and torch.. 

Caleb was the first who vcmt out at 
the gate, he walked to and fno to examine 
that all was clear ; then retoxned . and 
wbtspered Qrodes, hiiuself and txam ap^ 
pnoKiiod the ecBpaiBSs, a^nd ^afrQimiled 



256 Z£K<»IIA) 

her closely on all sides ; at eveiy instant 
tbey stopped and became motionless; 
the watchmen on the towers and ram* 
parts, continued- their accustomed cries ; 
the soldiers still challenged, and the 
tmuipet at intervals sounded ; the party 
<if fugitives. went forward, whilst tfae^ate 
behind was still keptx)pen though guarded 
by Zabdas with a strong, detachment^ 
ready, if necessary, to clear a passage 
back. 

Not a breath was heard, nor the 
sound of a step ; they passed in safety 
the last wall, they took a circuit to aivoid 
the camp of the enemy, and ascended the 
. western bill, when a sudden crash created 
dread and alarm : passing through a 
sloping vineyard, one of the camels 
stumbled, and several heavy loose stones 
rolled down into the valley upon thetenta 
of the Romans; they stopped and listened^ 
all was again silent. 

I hail the omen, whispered Orodes^ 
we cover our enemies with dust and con* 
fusion^ and they quickened their pace; 
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onbe past the salt marshes, they galloped 
onward, and having reached the plains 
beyond them, they darted forward and 
continaed . their course with the utmost 



At the instant they thus set off, Caleb 
returned alone to the city, and as he re-^' 
entered it, cried in a smothered en- 
raptured voice. Now close the gate, and 
bless your gods, for Zenobia is safe*. 



What is thy purpose, my nephew? 
asked Elkanah of Herennianus, in bring- 
ing this man a third time before me: 
What, and who is he ? — I have already 
informed thee more than once, answered 
the youthful prince, but thou wouldst not 
listen to me, it is Irenius the pastor of 
Palmyra, come, in the name of his 
Christian brethren, to implore the release 
of their patriarch Theodosius. 

He was icil^risoned by order of the 
empress, observed £lkanah.~*But by a 
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subsequent order was i^leased, replied 
th^ youth ; liere are the names of ninety 
senators who heard the words of my 
empress mother^ ordering him to be set 
at liberty, and in her name^ in that qf 
my brother Tiniolaus^ and my own, I 
now require, that Theodosius be broiigbt 
before me, for I have sought him at the 
college, and sought in vain ; if thou dost 
still refuse to produce him, my uncle, I 
charge thee with his death. 

Go to your homes my industrious 
citizen-friends, said Elkanah to Irenius 
(tnd his breth]*en, nor thus idly waste 
your time in sauntering through palaces* 

Would that every Christian were 
banished Palmyra! remarked Hyrcanios^ 
who, with Caleb, was standing near tlie 
table, at which Elkanah was writing, 
and that the whole sect were beyond 
these walls ; for they do but consume our 
provisions, without rendering effectual 
service in the hour of fight. 

Elkanah continued itldting, and on 
Irenius mildly pressing himt for an an* 
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sWte ra»pectibg the patriarch, be at leog^h 
o£fered him .the parchm^qt he |lad evevi 
now filled Up be(bre the eyes of all ; and 
which had been given to him by Z^nobi^^ 
qH his departure for Jod4a^ for the pur* 
pose of recalling die JewSy and raisioe 
ai^p|riliet towards the reboilding of th^ 
temple. 

Whose is this signatnrei and whose 
diis seii ? demanded Elkanafa, — on 
IreBids replying they were thdse of the 
elnpress» he added, then read her ord^ 
for the banishment of evary Christian 
£rom Pa}»)yra.r***It cannot be> interrupted 
the prince, for when Theodosius applied 
for their retootal, my nsotber resolutely 
opposed it : moreover this cannot be her 
will, since we saw thee take a blank roll 
and wiite thereon: this is thy edict, not 
thU of the empress. 

It is her seal and signature, replied 
£Ikanah; then rising, he deliberately 
gathered togeth^ bis scattered papers, 
saying, to Caleb : Dd thou see the order 
eocecuted, ,atad if accessary call in force i 
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evei^y Christian ifound iu this city: after 
the sixth hour^ suffers death. 

It shall not be ! exx^Iaimed the prince^ 
this^ thy command, shall not be obeyed 
nnanthorised by the senate ; none of the 
senators consulted thereupon! not even 
apprized ! retract this edict, my uncle, 
or I instantly assemble a council, and 
make known to it thy violent proceedings. 
**— Obey, aaid Elkanah to Caleb ; bat 
Caleb, who knew that the authority of 
Elkanah must fade before that of the 
young emperor, coolly retreated, raying, 
I would wish any other than myself 
selected to execute this thy will* 

I appeal to the great lords Antiochus 
and Paulus, said Irenius, emboldened by 
the protection of Herennianus, the mur- 
murs of Calebs and the silence of Hyr- 
canius ; I appeal to them. — Fetch hither 
the great lords Antiochus and Paulus, 
repeated Elkanah to Caleb, who, without 
hesitation flew to obey, hoping from them 
a milder sentence; they, with others, the 
^ame moment came, and without hesita- 
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tioBy confirmed that sentence passed by 
Elkanah. 

There will be many hundreds less to 

feed> observed. Panlns, as he indolently 

reclined at his length npon a golden 

conch of; down^ and with negligence 

glcuiced at the whole person of Irenins* 

Some hifndred scions of Christianity^ 

added Porphyry^, carelessly turning river 

the leaves of a book which lay upon the 

table^ at which he stood, will jnake & 

goodly plantation in Italy, in the place 

of those rooted np in the late ninth per^ 

secntion.-r Would that they- had been 

transplanted thither years back, ex^ 

claimed Antiochnsy hastily traversing thfe 

room, then had Zenobia never hedrd the 

nameLof Christian. . ^ 

Shall any more of the great lords bt 

summoned } asked Elkanah, who still 

continued, tying up papers and parch*- 

ments in separate rolls. — Irenius' raised 

his meek eyes to heaven, and then en>- 

quired> were they permitted to take with 

them their effects, whilst the prince^ 
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bnrslifig into tears, caught tbe robe of 
Antiochns, and entreated to be l»roiigIit 
to Thcodosins. 

Thas were all present sita^ted, 
when a loud and appalKiig noise was 
beard without, and an armed mnlti*^ 
tode itirionsljr entered thehbnie, spread* 
ing themselTes through ererr apartmeot. 
Where is th^t tnitDn, £ika»ah! ex'- 
daixned a voice loader than the rest, and 
Zabdas, with drawn sword and eyes 
darting fire, rushed ' in falWv^qd by a 
Concourse of people. » ., r 

Are folly and idiotism ever to govern 
our deliberations ! wliat is this edict that 
Caleb tells roe thou bast issued. — To 
eend the Christians to Anrelian ! W'here^ 
fore, then was the flight of the empress 
kept thus profoundly secret! Wouldst 
thou have ber vetom intercepted, as were 
the expected mpplies? Thy counsel, 
nan, has done much mischief in PaK 
myra, and as already the Chrislians are 
arming to rescue their patriarch, I 
demand of thee his instant release***- 
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This is our Sabbath^ replied Elkanab^ 
slowly retiring from the room with liis 
papers^ and I nev^r transact basiness oa 
the Sabbath-day. 

Be comforted^ defar prince^ said Zab* 
das^ addressing Hereonianns, the prisons 
of Pilmyra shall be examined^ and The- 
odosius restored to thee, and should our 
search prove fmitless, Elkanah will, ere 
long, be compelled to own where he hat 
caased the patriarch to be secretedi for 
we now honrly look for the return of thy 
royal mother. 

A loud laugh of derision followed the 
words of Zabdas, which, on looking 
around, to his indignant amazement, be 
saw proceeded, from a Roman officer 
taken prisoner by Batista a few mioiofe^ 
before in a desperate salty from the 
walls. 

On Zabdas enquiring the catlse : ZKdst 
thou not say, that Palmyra hourly looked 
for the return of her empress ? asked the 
officer. — Dost thou insult me, Roman! 
Zabdas fiercely cried.— Pardon me. Pal- 
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psyrenian, answered the o&er> the laiigh 
at thy ignorance waa invojantaiy^ for 
I woold.not willipgly insolt the unfor- 
tunate. — ^The unfortunate ! repeated the 
general.— Yes, truly j art thou not justly 
termed thus, having lost the miracle of 
inature, a being I gazed on until my eyes 
were dazzled, a woman whose .equal is 
not to be found in Rome; nay, on the 
^arth ! 

All present stood transfixed and si-* 
lent, struck with hoi:ror at a suspicion, 
which came like fire upon • the Iwrain.T— 
Instant freedom, said . Zabdas, . with- 
out ransom is thine, so thou conceal 
nothing from , me. — ^The Roman grate* 
fully accepted the conditions, and was 
preparing to comply, when suddenly 
checking himself, he pointed to the ga- 
thering multitude, who now eagc^rly 
crowded into the apartments and pressed 
upon him, saying. They will tear me in 
pieces. 

Zabdas for answer, presented him his 
own ansheathed sword, and extended his 
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right haud> which the RomaB grasped, 
£uid as he gr^q^ed it firmly, added i» 
haste, ZenoUa*s taken. 

Universal silence followed, and the 
oflicer letting fall the .hand of Zabdas, 
felt at that awfdl moment more a Palm j-^ 
reni^ than a R^man. In the accents of 
^nsibility apd delicate tenderness, he 
continued. 

She is at thia moment the pris(Mier of 
Anrelijan. Heard je not the exulting 
shoots which prOdaim^d the important 
capture ^ Her escape from the pity was 
discovered, by some, loose stones, falling 
from' the brow of the vineyard*hiU», a 
hw of which struck full upon the tent df 
Aurelian, and woke bim. I was one of 
fifty light-horse sent at the sameiristifft 
by the Emperor in pqrswt. Feacful that 
relief unknown to us might rescue bet 
from our arm, we suffered her to reach 
the Euphrates, oii the c^posite banks of 
which we distinguished encampediA' Fert 
Biuja army, andwhich'was headed by the 
sok of the satrap, Orosanga, the firm^t 
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£t»md lof Pidctfyra^ had Zendbia m&x^ 
cvodied the tbn», ^l m$» li^r own^ md 
alreatly were boats^']»r^lared to take^bet 

/ i^ hrkve mati who adcota^atiied th^e 
qoeciii^ cKstaomit^d^ a»d -lee^d >itM:o*tbat 
tmsMA tiie>adgi& of fthe wat^r^ whilfit aa^ 
others wovi^ ^i^ed, assisted ^herikl alt^. 
She looked to the opposite bati^^ and 
Iha!e«ti«tti|g«&lited5 mimatied dti an aiteed 
fi^ham, iObitnkdaB^ eha 7 duthM ^kiag, 
tartmM^i&d by hk himdlff ^tbbusatida, 
O'thB itraiis|)Gflrt ctftlittt lookl fori be^ 
Mff it.^ ^e tmtr she WfiiB re^dg^teidi^ 
riie^itteessed akeir joylal ^gas, 9be hearth 
tbdar cbeeritig acclamatioDS of ni^elc^iffe^ 
aftd miA a load €ry €^ grMitada > atfd 
delight^ 4|^fig apcni a ItfW mck Mth 
intent ita- descend fwiai thM^ k^to^tlye 
b(Mtt ;< in the aagerness of tiw Woay^tvt^ 
her heliiidt fetl to the gMfltid, ^and 'h«r 
dioak dropped isiff. • Soch '4li6 ^€|ibi;t 43f 
tMs mddani this ifiMt •^^ht ^^f ybitr^S)^- 
nobiai that ^r ^dldiars^ fatgetxj^g • Arm* 
aadimacade^ aitprasfivd dtek-jfediiigs in a 
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itmrmtir of wonder and adtniratiott. The 
Palmyi'etiian who i^as Itlready 4ti flife 
boat, looked fearftilly arocrnd, as SHi 
the queen, and those, of her Xttin; htA 
silence being again restored, he jllaccd 
one fdtut upon the ed^e, add catchttrg 
hold of the *bran<ih of a tree with the 
right hand tb keep nhe boat fit ra, stretched 
oot «he other to assist hei*. 

Not the hand of the Palrfiyr^tifmA 
etin^ ibe eictended liand of Zenobia, 
dotltkiMfd the oflHkiet, lodkJngliown nHtA 
p^a^itr^ npon/his'own ; mitie seiitfd her^ 
Anrel^inl was the lottd wy trf war, atld 
fi&tth from be^ttd the rocks appiekrefl dttf 
fifty arnied men ; Whflst thiej;^ ptft stift of 
her train that resisted to the i^wrfrd, attd 
bovfndth^re^amdei', I s^cnred my glo- 
rtoflQs pl«fze. 'Alt^dy prepjirdd trtrh 'i 
elosie litter,' we ^t^teneditdn the batk df 
tbe dmiDfiedary, and our speed tJras swift 
M the winds. I repeat to *Hw, CJ^ne^ 
yb\, Zenobiais A pHsonef^iti'*the daiiip 
of Amrdlian; and now pelf orrti thypro- 

N2 
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O i^necessary demand ! look^soyier^ 
look at the efiects of thy narratioD. Who 
now thinks of.thee^ or of a thousand 
such I What now prevents thy return to 
freedom ? Every gate in Palmyra is 
thrown widely open, and to the . ntter 
confusion and astonishment of the enemy, 
the Roman camp is the same h<^r filled 
with a Palmyrenian population of six 
hundred thousand souls. 

Unarmed, defenceless. Pagans, Jews, 
Christians, men,. women, and : children, 
pour from the gates, creep through the 
posterns, leap from the walls, drop from 
the watch-towers, and rush to the camp 
of Aurelian ; they clear the entrench- 
ments, climh the palisades, strive to enter 
the tents, hang upon the armed soldier, 
embrace his knees, and the loud^ and 
universal, and lamentable cry is. Our 
queen ! our queen ! Zenobia, our queen ! 
Not a Roman heart but is moved with 
amaa^ement and compassion. 

This was indeed the mother of hei* 
,ipeop]e! remarked the youthful general, 
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MarceHos. But fear not, ye Palmyre- 
nians, for the word of the emperor is 
past, and the life of Zenobia spared. 
Before her capture, he threatened to lay 
your city in ashes^ ; bnt one sight of your 
yonng and beauteous queen has wrought 
in bim a wondrous change, and he now 
swears that not a stone of it shall be re- 
moved : your treasures he would also 
leaye yojU, had he the power, but they 
are not his to dispose of-<-*they appertain 
as the spoils of war to his soldiers ; your 
lives and private wealth are alone secured 
to you. 

: Tsdce all, they cried ; strip every temple, 
every palace, every dwelling, but restore 
to us dur queeii.-r-Never, replied Marcel- 
Ins ; theriefore hope it not. Should thy 
queen he given to yon again,, though we 
strip Palmyra to a.shell, y«t Would it ia 
a few years regain its ^andeur and pre^ 
smnptiou ; again would it brave Rome, 
and talk, of joining ' Europe, a goodly 
field, to its Asiatic garden.* You will see 
2^nQbi%.no more^ for as the victim due to 
n3 
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ik^ in^uite^ eagle^ she is doomed to su&ari 
-r^Sofi^ ! e^cLaivied they. — Not deatb^ 
r^E^tiod Miaupcelhts^ but liie loss of free* 
d^to^: she nmet liv« to adorn the trium]^ 
^f Aorelia»% 

Those who heavd this chreadlul sen* 
tenoe, fell upon the earth m ntter d^ 
spair ; - tiie sands aroond. were wiatttd 
iRKtth team, and scmtteFed with toro^ hair 
mild renSed' gsnnents, whilst thd air was 
fitted with grief and bewaiUi^ evie^ 
' The Roman, kgions, led on* by their 
tommftnifers^ entered the open and d^ 
sei-ted gates of Palmyra^ and nnrndhested, 
proceeded tfaroi^h its empty streets and 
afjpares to collect the qsoils. Thii» wa» 
Fahsyva in a short ikne filled with Rom 
nans, and the Resman camp with Palmy- 
veniana. In vain were nepeated orders 
ennt from Aurelian's tent to the inhabit- 
Mitf| enjoining them to go back to the 
citj and pmtect their homes, and obsefrve 
that l^s soldiers dbn£E>rmed strictly to 
thAtt direMions ; they heard all nnheeded. 
Fdreiiiving Claudian come forth, and con« 
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a. tafit im tb^ ccM^e. p£ tbe canfi %4J«^MS 
(hut wUucki tbey wew tiild w«ft A«j»li«ioIt 

tia); thejitllmngfld^.thithefvbiitwwrpnfr' 
vented by apo.WQifillrccAaiitwb]0bgiiardAil 
il^ fitom ai^roMbtngt nearer ; ti^jr then 
tbiew* thf»D^T«» upon, tiks gnonad^.Mil 
«t«e(Beb»ig:o«l/ tbt»'lMaid6>. Mill irnntinmoA 
kpphirii^ to btt aUovfrei^ orm, s%b& ciE bm» 
. I bt* ]pilj) tp« yoursetvied^ keep 9ff%. 99ii 
Gfeiadiaiii. ratuBiBg fima tba tent Uf^ 
iPiffankItt badf kft Vietoriaand th&itijhcr 
htmAe^ ;. i£ any aMenpt Mfol^dce) or. t 
nsccke^ the a«UlBr«( ^hh gnard tbniqUAteb 
aae» chavgt^! b^.iuimlito. to poti hnr I9 
instant (kiM^). oie ttands.oirt): bsr.Mem 
ivfaile I Qtmnipeeii^ iwitk a d^tftYmT Mrord^ 
oiid[ bfit)0qKaite^ tbei sigiial to :dq)t»rQ fanr 

bflif«v''^^i^^ ^-''-^ - '^ ': '"*" " - '•'''•' '"-•' 
Bujb'dost) tbon ^dt dedef«et}lafl{^ ibi- 
HNOudftdtheyi bibe.realiy Kyitg^^rt-fibe 
ia, b»bifrpBa tUe Itdiir tb»t she i^ar seized 
attfaeifiiqifaratesitD this^ Jaiaa Aoik opened 

N4 
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ber'lipSy or scarcely nncldsed her eyes* 
Aarelian has seen her^ but she has seen 
no one.— ^Many other questions were pnt 
by the Palmyrenians to Claudian^ but 
iqfither Antiochns nor Elkanah^ who 
both stood near, asked any. 

Whither art thou going*, most worthy 
prelate? enquired Porphyry of Panhis> 
Irhom he perceived leisurely mounting a 
camel held by his servants, nearoiie of 
the' gates of the city. — ^To the West, re- 
ified Panlus, for the sandy air of this 
Palmyra having become insnflerably 
iieated by the late over-^crowding of its 
inhabitants, I sigh for Antioch, its ira* 
grant' baths, and luscious fruits. Wih 
thou, my £riend, go with me thither? 

Willingly, replied Porphyry, for /do 
not find the tumult of a besieged city so 
congenial to study and meditation, .as did 
the philosopher of Syracuse ; and from 
Antioch I proceed to Tyre, being anxious 
to learn how my scribes have proceeded 
in my absence, ahd to deliver to them 
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these mj late writings in Palmyra^ ia 
order to have copies for dissemination 
through Italy. 

Here is Longirius, said Paulas; let 
us meet him, and propose the journey^ 
And when Lo'nginus approached, leading 
Herennianus and Timolaus in each hand, 
Paulas addressed him. — Do you forget, 
Longinns coolly asked, that I am secre- 
tary to the queen, a senator of Palmyra, 
and governor to these princes?— The 
hishop and the Tyrian pressed no fur* 
ther, but proceeded on their way, yet ere 
they departed, looked with disdain and 
indifference over their shoulders, and 
Watched the faithful Athenian, who con- 
tinued walking with his illastrious pupils 
towards the Roman camp. 

Arrived before the tejit of the royal, 
captive, Herennianus, disengaging him<> 
self from Longinus, darted towards it, 
whilst Timolaus, unable to get free, 
cried in piteous accents, O snflfer me to 
see my mother ! Longinus at length re- 
leased him^ in the hope that their beauty^ 
N 5 
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ianoceQG^ and dktjress^ woold |^ev«d 
over the guards, aad gam tUem admis- 
sion ; but by the guards they were both ten- 
der] y repulsed, yet &tili they persisted in 
their design to boF&t their way to Ze*- 
aobia's t^t, when from it came a Roman 
Off warlike stature aad fierce aspect. 

He stopped, and turned with haughty 
indignation upon the princes* Strip 
them of their purple, he cried to the at^ 
tendant soldiers^ which order wa^ in* 
$tantly obeyed, and the imperial robes de-* 
tached from their beauteous forms, were 
fastened to the glittering standards of 
Ihe eagle planted before the regal teat« 

. Loflginus. looked upon the Roman*-^ 
hh lofty crest^ his golden inlaid helmet, 
his highly -wrought breast -plate, and 
ample and effulgent shield— -in one hand 
grasping a long and ponderous javelin, 
in the other a blood-stained tworedged 
8word-**-Is it Aurelian ? asked Longinus 
of Marcellns, who. stood near. — No, ve-* 
plied, the general, in a lOw Voice ; it 19 
SandariQt), trihuna of Urn Umh t^obort. 
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tnd 9m. m9^t Jin faywr with ^ .^-r 
f»«on; .;, . ' . .) 

Whpiaft) th^e^ €^€iir?4 the roo^ 
Sandaricw, priming: to the priucas. Am 
I Q9t rigbt» in ^uppoi^mg them th^ ^iM 
of thy 2Mobi$^?-->^TlKm ^uf^ i^etd L^ov^ 
j^syiia; these two blameJ^ft^ wA lov^| 
cimdreQ, emi that ihiardio the arips of it9 
grondfi^thelv^ are the o^prin^ of the vir* 
tobos' Od^oathus^ wh^ wh«o. living, wsm$ 
tlM best fbiend of Rom9- . 

By the comipaiid of the trihcbQes, the 
youths w^^ immediately $edsed by the 
soldiers, and VabaUathos tora from the 
e<iDvniji$ive gra&p of . AntiQchn^i* 

Aftd wba art thou thyself? . demi^nded 
j^pdarion. .Tb^i|«ee^'i)!9eci*etary>re^lkd 
l^pgimiisi Sitidariop parsed, and iQofcdd 
^dfa9%upbn bim; then, with in took and 
iMKiiHtf :faU.iQl m«am6^, Secr^tbrieiB;; h^ 
«aid,. wf ke ^kttet^.-^Tblati imo^t a««»rbdly 
101 tJiKir: iiii^t^ eiiiplQ|ili9»i^ aoafweredi tbif 
Atheoihii, dilmlyvr^Tbe ^upermv . same 
fei^dayfiohack^ reieited aiklter &oni^ttbi9 
SgrnaArqaofien^^ia Kenobiai bntrp^rbbpl 
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thou wert ignorant of its contettto.^^^I 
could not be ignorant, since it wa9 
written by me, Longinus replied<i— Thon 
didst write thut letter ? — I did. — ^A letter 
^n which the Rpman power was braved^ 
and its emperor personally in&ulted, re* 
peated Sandarion. — ^I wrote it, signed^ 
scaled, and dispatched it, answered Lon-^ 
ginus. — And thy wisdom could not forcr 
see the consequences } remarked the 
fierce Sandarion, contemptuously. What 
is thy name ?~^Longinus. 

Lopginus! repeated Sandarion^andcon-r 
tempt and ferocity vanished from his coun- 
tenance.-^This ! exclaimed ii^arcellus* in 
wonder, this the Longinus whose writings 
are the admiration of our country and the 
glory and boast of Greece !^-^The same, 
Mid Claudian, advancing, O Longinus, 
how couldst thou have suflered- Zebobia, 
or l)een thyself betrayed into ^«eh fla* 
grant error as that letter discovers ; where 
was thy judgment wandering? but: for 
that, we should not have known that 
Palmyra expected supplies ; eve the re* 
ceipt of that answer to Aurelian, we had 
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privftte orders from him to raise the 
siege. 

At this heart«wonnding intelligence, 
the face of LongiBiis underwent great 
change. I wrote the letter^ at length he 
calmly replied.— -I wonld advise thee, 
said Sandarion, to conceal that thoa weit 
the writer; when qnestioned by the empe- 
ror, make it appear the production of ttiy 
scribes, who, beneath the vengeance of 
Aurelian, may escape with life. 

Not thongh death \vere immediately 
to follow the avowal, returned Longinus, 
firmly.-^Be assured that death will follow 
^ it> said Claudian ; for though the queen 
hath by a sign acknowledged that she 
dictated it» the man whose hand-writing 
it is, appears one of the first on the fatal 
list of proscription : be therefore ad vised^ ' 
and escape whilst yet in thy power. I 
will hereafter gloiy to the emperor that 
I thus counselleid thee, nay, aided thee to 
elude his severity. — And I, repeated Mar- 
ceilus.<-*-^And 1, said Saudarion. 

Pteceiving that he stirred not, Mar- 
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cellos and Clantfan i^eweil.^^ mr^ 
treaties, and on a message being .d9li«> 
vered to them^ atdded^ W^ &i^ st^tnou^ned 
by the emperor ; go tben, ni^ble^ excel- 
lent LongiQus**-^^ HOP- hrm^ tby fato« 
They went towards the tent of Annjiaa^ 
following Sanduionj; who led the priqises^ 
and as they entered^ looked back ta «eo 
whether Longinns had complied witli 
their advice^ wbei^, with nndissembled 
regret, they found him close at their side* 
Again Clandian and Marcellu^ stopped, 
and spread across the entrance their aniplo 
<;loaka to bide him from view, when^ 
putting them aside^ Longitilia pointed to 
the children, saying, Those princes weare 
given in trust to me by their royal toother^ 
tnd duty bids me follow them even to 
death. The v Romans could no losgetf 
appose bis entrance, and the door of ]tb<i 
tent was closed. . ' ^r 

Night approached, and the en^n;^ 
having brooght.ont of the city treasureft 
inexhaustible, piled them in the au^ 
xQubding plains : gold, pi-ncioas. stdnes. 
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enteoider^d cmrttiius and f ansedts, rich 
staffs, pearls, and spices— -horses, camels, 
and waggons wei'e ladea with such ; the 
spcala of th& teiajilea were next displayed. 
Mid lastly, the royal camelB, elephants, and 
cliariots. 

Nor spoils nor treasures were re* 
garded by the Palmyrenian^ as objects (^ 
regret, bat when they beheld among the 
chariots,, that of Odenathns, never en* 
tered but by hitn, and that of Zenobia^ 
briilt by Fiiraiiiis, which she bad not yet 
nscended^ they burst into pitiable cries 
and Iame0tation9~4bey bung upon the 
wbeeli, they capght the traces^ clung to 
tbe well-known horses (favourites of Oder 
jaathus), and exclaimed to the Roman 
troops, O leave us th^e ! But lamenta* 
tion soon ceased, when universal atten- 
tion yas the same moment attracted to 
one distant spot. 

FroHft the tent of Aui'elim came a 
xuunefovs party of soldiers, whose ranks 
f^ning^ discovered in the centi^^ a mao 



280 2EN0BIA> 

Stripped of his upper garanent^ barer 
beaded, aud with neck nscoveredj as 
prepared for death. 

Halt! cried Sandarion, their leader; 
here, in the front of the captive Ze* 
nobia's tent, strike off his head.— Who 
and what is be? enquired the Palmyre- 
nian5), as they crowded to the place.*— O 
not so! shrieked Herennianns and Tir 
molans, rushing from the royal tent^ and 
clinging round the victim— not so! O 
spare his life, for we love him.— Y^ gods ! 
exclaimed a senator, bursting through 
the crowd, can it be Longinns ! 

He would have penetrated to the 
fatal spot^ when Sandarion commanded 
his troops to form a wide circle^' apd 
suffer no Palmyrenian to enter it. . Thus 
kept far distant, they could only at first 
distinguish the manly form of Longi- 
nns as he appeared addressing the Ro* 
mans. He seemed to be persisting in 
one firm assertion, and frequently ex- 
tended his right band^ which hand th^y 
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beheld Sandarion^ MarceUas^ and Claa- 
dian take alternately^ as in friendship 
and condolence. 

Longinns, after a few minntes con<» 
versatioii with each^ stooped to the 
princes^ who still fondly clung to hlin^ 
and seemed as bidding them farewell^ 
and giir^og them instractiohs. Oiice 
more erect, his whole deportment calm 
and dignified, the expression of his ^rnile 
angelic, that of his look sublime, he 
tnmed his face npon the tent where was 
iSenobia confined; his left hand stretched 
towards that tent, the other on his heart, 
he stood the emblem of troth and fide* 
lity. Sandarion went behind him — Mar- 
cdUas and Clandian averted their headsy 
wrapping them in their cloaks ; the cen- 
turion gave the signal, and the same mo* 
ment the royal youths were covered with 
the blood of Longinus. 

' Bring foVth the other dead, cried San^ 
darion, and place them with this, that 
their friends may recognize and remove 
them for interment* Aurelian now sits 
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in jiidgment^ a«d this, ist dbe Tallty of 
death. -^Several boidks mive ouftveysd 
into the circle by a troop, of baarbasiauSy 
who^ on flinging them dow% ebooted 
and mldLy chf^ed their faaiids in egMAy 
uAon ; inany, mere sairage &aa the mst^ 
would hare proceodedi to wantem ind^^ 
nities^ had^not the generons RoiDnansii»* 
terferedi, aud dri^ea them away. 

Who shall be next liUiedi?* asked: a 
tBrrific Moor.««^Tboh^ Tetfenmed' Clva* 
dKan, if thon presninest'to touehi one not 
doomed^ by<tbe einpetaiv Approach^ ye 
Faimyrebians *^ coxne and; wotirii orw 
these^ executed by ovdet o£ -AnnliaBil 
here Ke breathless aJbevo two bdndred 
bodies, four-scove of whom weee, wkea 
Kring, the most esteemed of Zenobia^ 
ministers. Antiochus^ thou wert on tiie 
list^ but the pleadings of thy grandsoaa 
preserved thee ; that dreadful list is- fnU^ 
and vengeance is satisfied. Hark to^ the 
sound of that clarioa^-^aH who hear tbat 
sound are^ by the oath of Aurelian^ 8e« 
core of life. 
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Thavks^ gmcious beavenl. e^elaxmed 
m ftsdble^ aged voice,, and from among! 1^ 
prostrate Gbristians arose o«e thus pro* 
videntially saved. The veneffable Artar 
b»EQ9) whb^ ceiQScioiis that his naaie waa 
on the awful scroll as one of the qjoeen's 
aMbatora^ bod been prevail upon by Ire- 
niQK to eow»ftl himself s^mon^ their mun^ 
her^ every Chri9ti£m beiag, by tb^ order 
0f Aurditn, assured of life a^d protection* 

Whilst the Palmyreniaiis hastened 
Iktonx all parts to exa«ain« the bodieaof 
tbe norderedy. and to select those of their 
reladives and friintdS) in ordear to rentove 
tbem to n place of security for that nlglkt 
(for already troops of jackalls, via]tfiure9» 
wA other beasts and bkch of prey ap- 
piewed, anticipating their approaehijag 
mealsX a man on foot was observed to 
eome firom the city with the utmost 
^ed. On reaehii^ the spot of dea^h» 
he with violence ran from corpse to 
corpse^ a£ if to seek a well-kno«^n face-— 
ronghly he sei^^d the heads of each in 
bis hauds^ and on examination^ rudel]^ 
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let them fall : at length he came to one 
stretched open the grass^ clad in silken 
robes^ stiff with gold^ stiffer with bloody 
and at the first glance^ shrieked and 
grinned the horrid laugh of gratified re- 
venge. 

Kneeling oh one knee, he took out 
his knite and stooped; he rose and held 
np that knife^ and on it was stnck the 
bleeding head thus severed from the 
body — the head of Elkanah^ whose ser* 
pent mputh wa» yet filled with dust. It 
was Oraar, the Arab— Omar, the half- 
naked Arab, still wearing his emerald 
chain, his silken girdle, and golden 
bracelet. 

I have it ! he cried, running wildly 
through the camp, and np the hills, an4 
through the plains ; I have the head I 
swore I would—I have the eyes that 
scowled upon me, the tongue that called 
me robber. 

Not far from the brink of the river- 
(the crimsoned river, alaa!) lay the bo« 
4ie$ of {lyrcanius, Timagenes^ Caleb, 
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and Statiros^ and at a fet^^ paces distant^ 
the headless corpse of Victorinos^ and 
the mangled form of Oodes^ both brought 
with Zenobia prisoners from the Ea« 
phrates. 

Orodes yet breathed, for none wonlil 
in cool blood strike thi^ aged patriot, 
whose death was every instant e^tpected. 
His face wals towards the Roman camp,* 
until he whispered a soldier, who, aided 
by 'Sandarion, turned him on his right 
side, and he was then in face of Palmyra, 
on which he gazed in tender, dying lan-> 
gnishment : Thank fbee, my friends, 
sighed Orodes, and expired. 

Between the slaughtered remains of 
Balista and Valerius lay extended on the 
sands, the gallant Zabdas, his breast and 
limbs exhibiting wounds innumerable, 
gotten in his attempt to force his' way to 
the tent of Zenobia; his name though 
the first on the list, not one could be 
found to hasten his death. No disho- 
nourable blow shall Zabdas receive, said 
Cluudian^ runnii^ forward, and covering 



bim with his shield/ as he perceived the 
soldiers advancing with Hngeritig pace 
towards the wounded^ expiring ganeml^ 
in order reluctantly to dispatch him--*b« 
ishall not die the death of a criminal^ but 
that of a soldier; and whlht Marcellns 
supported on his knee the head of Zab< 
das, Claudian ran and fetched water 
from the m^r, of which when he bail 
tasted, he took the hand of Claudian**-^ 
When boys, we fooght for the honour uf 
Palmyra, and I was overcome by liice--^ 
O Palmyra! 

Noble Zabdas! said Oaudian, as line 
grasped the cold hatyd, and gaeed on the 
dead features, thy honoured asfae^ ihall 
be inurned by me, and never depart from 
beneath my roof. 

Antiochns, who had long strolled 
from place to place, wat<^hing with calm 
despair the last convulsions of each ex- 
piring friend, on witnessing tlie denth of 
Zabdas, and seeing that no moi>e 6( bis 
friends remained alive, weM and seated 
himself as near the dool* of 2Mdbili*6 
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tent as die guai^d would permit him, his 
hands joined, his lips closed, his eyes 
fixed npooi that door. Marceilas and 
Claudiau approached him, but vain their 
endeayonrs to obtain his notice, until 
seeing Sftndarion draw near, they ob*- 
sMved, that coold he bilt -he prevailed 
Upon to solidflt the: emperor's indcrlgenco, 
Antiiiclins migfat be permitted to see his 
'^^gbter* Antibchos heai^tihe words, 
inid nnth ^sileitt Itgony ckeped the Isaues 
ofiSaodarion* 

Art thou ZenobiaV father:? demanded 
the ttribnne. I will isitbiteide for thee 
^wilh:A|]nelian, biil>gWe thee no hope, for 
he hath forbidden, under path of death, 
ail auxiiaumcatidn with thy daughter. 

Sandarion diseiigaged himself from 
Antibchns, and entered the tettt df An- 
telian, but almost instantly retomed, filled 
with alarm and consternation ; he was fol-- 
lowed by one, who putting a tnampet to 
hi^ lijl^, bl6^~tbiiee loud and distinct 
-^b«]^8, upo«i -wbioh, as instantly, a Ro- 
mm piMd^amc i^vw forased, whidi ad- 
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itaticed in admirable order^ althoi]^ ft 
few minutes before^ tbe soldiers com- 
))Osing it had been dispei;sed tbrongh the 
plains* 

Guard tbe tent of tbe Syrian qneen ! 
commanded Sandarion alond, as be 
sprung upon bis foaming chatter; her 
life is threatened by tbe barbarians. At 
tbe same moment, from tbe opposite side 
cf tbe bills, a band of Moorish and other 
anxiliary troops poured down,, and at- 
tempted to carry tbe tent by storm. 
Give her to. our. vengeance! vociferated 
their gigantic leader; tbe cause of tbe 
siege, the cause of our* sufferings. :. but 
for her rebellion^ we had not met this 
burning sky, these blistering sands,. and 
:Scorcbing rocks— let her die, let her be 
-i*ent to atoms ! — Charge ! roared the ap- 
palling SancUrion, and those of tbe miuti- 
neers that did not fly, were crushed aadd 
trampled, beneath the horses* hoofs. 

The -evening came— the mqon arose 
— ^haste alod climb over the bills, O wel- 
come planet; or rather Jinger, and come 




ftot to behold^tf ckai^that kath talsen 
fimo&^ sinoe tboo last siiedst tbjr beama 
upon PalnyM.'-^DMt tbov, O mooo, 
tarn pale, with horror } dost wrap thy 
fftce in cloads ? are these drops of rain 
that fall^ taars of pily at witnessing a 
sight like this j t 

The Syrians hiding in caves and se« 
polchres^ the Jews cloathed in sackcloth, 
the. Christians kneeling in dnst-^Nsfa^ 
herds, herds, and flocks tamed at erery 
comer, when trying to escape, by riumt^ 
iogscMicrs;! every gate^ and door,' and 
hoose of Falmyra op^n ; the watch Hgbta 
botning in ^e sockets ; cattle f darning 
into .the streets ; horses,' moles, and ^a-* 
mels, thoagh saddled and Iade% bfi]tw« 
singrbn the hills witfaont Imder or riler ! 
They, sedc . pastnm in fields and iplaiDS; 
eoTODed.with: the slanglitered^ bodies of 
tboibesicger.and the b«$i^edyand half> 
extingnidied fnneral piles ; men wanderi 
to and &o in snllen despair; wonien>' 
w^ary of teais, strivo to comfort llieir 
cfaildreD, and keep them from strajing ;. 

VOL. II. ' o 
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litdtfiigjatt tbiij^iMBiri} wiv>> ini diffibreiiift 

/No'limgeri^is the..Tfiin]iSovio£)'thp Sun 
tliftiol^eet^iof/ BiiJmynBiaiiiiiiwotohip^ tha 
tmnpi eBdlouogithoiflt adorodc Ze^bbia jeiH 
grosses universal attention ^ rwitb jealitaa'. 
eye t]wyewatol:iiit^uapprMafa>Qf^an|r of 
ibei.hwiMsiAU i tra0p%;and> atb th^ iustaul) 
i]||hrtt-tiieill«Di£^'Tr0 iWoudBtniioontsa-i 
d^tctionji tka6.:OOBi|)€£led(to^lbQkito./tbe 
MMngf fat ^t^i. pBotoct^f of theif/queem! • 

'■' 0«'i8aidijthe][^.l^ y(i]lrvr^leat4mAu)q&4 
lift%'1nlliy/9tjbe goftyiied 7 to» hh iwuiity 4 
iibfiii'he «to&Lhqw>shev.is::bt{ruflibfUfred^ 
]|0W ; idolJflfiii^ I^eiiiidll restore iherota 
Pidmyr^ia ?^ t ;. > • r- .. 't ,>! • 

TJboisidbeBitigrtiieuQBr dilk^pciared/^hft 
d«ivak|bk0hed[y'aildLjilBn6iui.c^afiiMieii>dil 
its tQrby'to^bdi4dJ«ihaltfbrtbepdlMlge» 
8&ificl li)eiil^;WB»ti ddwib. Ak;>lheJfimib 
rayMof Atbatijsuu- iiif ob itUi bsfkloiii^tm^ 
mountain^ ailond ohdige ofi clndousrwasi 
beaiid^ andiiths soma^ineui^HU; jdiaAqmao' 
ga90dimliiGli4hadubBiii fUiiii^tfi|a*kaiie£k 
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ofi the !cpR!«J«'bi<®»"t««f i^iifeli^^e^p 
negligently piled their ••a«Wi''fttltt*'«fJiaS^* 

rtf^u0{hdteuthi^w»'rti^y^ek''6h ^'M^ 

TIKJ i IP»l«rffrd«i«0S" ' rtisliefeP' t^^Hfiat^ 
ta»r/. vtntn n* 'l«lgki^«gii&WB«V* iiPHt^S* 
thtwrn^tt^"!!^ ttifenV^lid'Hrief «bib«a4ifc« 
e»^y^*>o(Mili ofMSi^likt) MiPHt %lli ^^ 
ti<JI%'#t#l«i8f'iilh*''ibi'';felfaiJei'At"iiti^'te'* 
n A»«>«fti»'>s«&i^{i1f idMtfnff<W»' ml^ri'' 

the frantic peopWi>fttii«rintf'Wk'riiPft6i|^° 

Sorrow and despair is useless, ye*]^- ' 
myM^iaiib,Bk«a«d'>M4l-caffi^; 'ye '«^11^V. 

f(Jk<» tM§^l^|>^^%Xtliajii^l£«^er'i Itt^'' 

terti.^'Uti«»eh*ft,^ Wib^tf' ae'iyji'^H,^- 

from the stapor of grief to th^^'ii^d^.^^i)f ' 

wi«tUoaMiA)iivdlrbdiM(i)^df^iMt*ri^eW 

02 



willTslie liv^ to see tbat bimr^Uie aip^ 
tl)e .8tee|j»^ th^ poispnoo^ 4r|ig will atert 

that la3t:di$Lhojioqr. .:;,L'i ; . ^ » 

. ..Were, .^mo^iay Anlipcbm^, of; our 
fiE^di^ said ClwdMuiy/.to; 9Qplpi dw 
she would have pecoui^e^ bi|t s^iav^dwcss^ 
by, some said a Cbri^tian^.sbe will raHiei' 
epfli^e : teroporal affliction 4 ntoraoTW^ 
gif|eve^^3«)r J to saj^ that A^ai^liw^t isti-* * 
t^^ .the i>c4icy of [ C;!ae|iaT»; fla«|ei^. thy 
dap||h1ji^]; with a hope (bif ;^ampb'OV«r) 
o^^i^uflfeijng her to retfmJbither^, l^KHiig^ 
w^th ^ limj^t^d poyi^r^ wbidi pe|r^ap9 ^ Ze- 
n^bi^^ eredojfQyjsly belie¥e8.^ ^t /;. /<; - 

. ^'^pA^dost Dot dp oar/emp|M:ai; ju^^ 
C)aii4ian^ ititerraptedS^iidairip^^ for auQh 
h^s admiration of this matchless qii^eefii 
that I know his promise 40 {idye- beeii 
sipqefe. ^ .. • .;-,.^ .'. ; ':;.yi-u,^, 

O, on Jbeari^g ^hcse : ^Wds pf ' San- 
darion^ bow qoid^ Jl^ ,tr;in^itioii fr6ib 
despair to, hope and Joy in the Ji^ast of 
Antipchu^. and . ,^t fit ^jeiy ' PuJmyarer 
»ian^pr«?f^<j . : i^hr, jo •i..'M.r>, '^ .. if :. 
^ Theij, ffly,^rfjBflds>.iM4*4i;MarcclIaa, 




let tub pk^edvctj «re I Witfi Clkikdlifa 
k^ve^ y6u 'to 'f^bw our emperor^' tint 
P^ibyra> Kke this jaahg pal^ ()itid He 
p6in(e4 to a solitaly treie* near wherei' thify 
ttoody tbe'brahch^s of which w^-lialf 
GoVenJd^bj^ a ponderoos shield^)' though 
iioH7t^de|>re^9ed by "the «tiperi6r arm of 
Roine> itii^'yt^t revire and flourish^ tlie 
orttBlBiiittilriati^ wonder of thef ISTast. ' ' ' ' * 
' A SfeytfeW ttooper, Wh« hddVd^'dfe 
words^ put forth his iron hand^ and test- 
ing up' tbi sapling by the roo^s^ lone 
held it'Up^i^h' bigb^ wi>h maikioab eictiltar 
tioll to the Pfidmyrenians^ their threW'it 
iitto t^cj flaiMs of a neighb'darih^'fii^^ 
npot^ which' Antiochus iiitently ^^absifl^ 
until leaves^ branthe^, titibl^^iMilf^rofk 
•were 'Wholly consumed. ' *^" ^ *^* .?oi«^ 
' Thie' gallant Homans disdamitig^^'to 
« notice tfafs^ savage and nngenierdtis action, 
Maroellbs sidded^ Yon are stiH a rich^iand 
powerful state ; your population great^ 
yoi|r bottknierce flourishing ; nti I6iager an 
^pire it is^' txtie^ but a free^ xommoti- 
treakh. Be atrare^ however^ ttiat'thongh 
o3 



lity, wl)f}?r.iigfnrjBe<l,||J|»* illtfeSN3i§fl»iis 

,§<xJl^ ^l^flfia iM»il»# .peiM Iheywill 

8|»Ted to her cq99tfQ^n(l¥»Qglt>;iK^^>i*r 
<#r<}ftfrf /WWBa^b^Wirta* fl» -yowrshave 

... -t^fiteirO.ttJj^P to yonr- o*jr .«»d rjwpr 
•ibflfflflfWiye fljei^ of Pajwrjnra^ Jujfledil^- 
i1^tor;>i(bP^ 'iMt ^ &a»tlu MkA this 



-RiMbJtti/IiVi «rdlrite^<aye^t3WcBMfi, i>tiib<9<- 

then once more your gat^'V'^' Mtid^td 
'mk (Skntm^i^ hfv&&tedi %'^&iemfj^rort 

thtfB 1«ft to;ftytft^nMi>dy/titi& tSidii iMt 

^tti cfit^eM>f6 biB<tt6ftt6d%-Atiraidta. 

/.' 4.i! // ,-. ;■• ' • 

Tflty-! Wftiiing *^rfjr'bitt-!'ftifce, '*fe<l»6k"td 
^tt^t,' (^tlll iMfe- or^r *tliy ilftiiAtfiaSA' <^ 

the East, and compassionate her desffHi^* 
o4 
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npiiate> it did not fixalt— nor shoats^ nor 
acclami^tions were heard ; the qoterad 
litters passed in silence throngh the 
ttreettj and stepped unattended by idlers 
i^r carious spectators^ at a palace near 
the c^toL Alas ! they well knew, that 
cariosity would be.anqply gratified at the 
coining tnnnaph. 

From the entrance of the queen, her 
sons, and w^^nen into that palfice, to the 
hour when they were brought forth to 
appear in that, splendid triumph, on all 
that approached them, who were but 
few, by the emperor's command, was im* 
posed the silence of the grave. Such 
their strict obedience to this order, that 
the captives suspected their Roman at* 
tendants had been purposely deprived of 
the organs of speech; but the triumph 
onc^ over, silence was; at an end, their 
house was no longer a prison, they were 
free to leave it, and visitors were free to 
enter, for Aurelian had nothing more to 
fear. 

Zenobia, her feet and hands loaded 
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with' golden chi^iiis,* her sotis fainting 
beneath theirs; mbtinted in that ^atli^ 
chariot^ bnilt 'hy ^i^rmicis f to carry Het* 
triumphantly through Rbme^ was led' in 
trinmph by her conqueror^ who well 
knew she never had ^Uingly dpne thns; 
had she bnt known the events that had 
taken place since her departure from 
Asia. 

Hi^ procession over, on her rettim td 
the palace, her lifnbs atill confined by 
chains, she repaired to 4 distant inn#r 
room, which, high, gloomy, and im^ 
adorned, resembled more the cell cf i a 
pr&on, than the apaftment of a mansion 
in impeiial Rome, and tSiere, prostrate 
on the earthy Zenobia appeared to dose 
the dreadful humiliation she had.Tili<^p<» 
gone. • J . . ' . 

Sabina, Mariam, and Terentia, • who 
still With fond respect clung to her for* 
ianes, in silence attempted to ' nnfasteii 
ber chains, on which their tears Mlj but 
too firmly rivetted for such weak ba.iid$ 
t6 unlock, they relieved btr dro^iqg 
o5 



with gi^riind/ in^dufJileijrwwrdte, her 
^lotod uppn )ak «a<u^> w^nt to ae^ proper 



the wife of the Roman Clandian^ had 
bf QPi fipiLfed ftppf^ring w tSie triitfaph : not 
wiUJwigly, but! hf ^heiaiithiorj^y 06 hdr 
iwsband^ was sb&^eotistf^li^ io^l^aiMkb 
&iioliia in that hour qf a^ictida, bat no 
^ntliorit?!^ could noiv Ipeenreiit he;^ taUog 
her plaoehf th^ Wdxif.iSiftfibriB^ rQfuibf\ 
' « M She : ; was. knteiiugi i i kaiid&, \ fafteDdbk^ 
iribo^ diroiigli ^giid.and^agdny: ofiibind^ 
t^iicBred' is. if fittodtig^ rit'Ueui Hbubu^ 
nianus and Timolaus^ their beauteoua i^t 
odwnt:&w&!lktbod in tmss^ ^teibik the 
nobii^ divested of th^t rbbes abd* s|(Bifr 
hok of rf laiier|F> t)li6j^ ail^mly iapproadbtd 
thd Qi^atsb^oifee.^ th^ f^et of bi«mi>thQ«l 
the ofhiur at ftfr heaid> and toftly tftkii^ 
iqp 4Mi]^oQd»toto chidos>.9tlU fysUnoi to 



b^t Wiisis iM antUi, ^y Ipaas^SL^OltSBi 

ttftim ehtbinbe^d ftiili^tiM ih HfkiiAUss 
etkMs6tt TSii^ thtisfe a^iriiiid «]r^ to 
faftft'««tt ; iVbin het thiidteti/ slid Ibdiced 
gt^lidiiiny ftt Vietotift, 4iid ^«tt irttifadi 
ftS «^kiffg Ikel' yotit^gest ctiild. A sd«- 
dhi)* At thfe iAstatit ^nttfeHA, litiki^g dH 
hfe «i1tt & bfit-d^ t^iipjriga iti k b^6wli 

I am sent to know) said he, whdSittf 
yod i»ill liairfe the body fctafned'tAr in- 
tta-rtd? The ijaeela; VhStorf^ ittd th^ 
printtes- looted &t th^ ttiad, in Wdti^llt &i 
hiti ^eattin^ ; %ain bjb fep^ted l^ii M«s^ 
toge, and a ttiflrd iltak idkei, A^hdt ^&b1iil| 
be done v^ith the toirp^k, K^ett,' irHtd«6)i 
bythtiti* sU6U6e, h^ thW# dbW itij biii'i 
den, and rettr^d-^th^ yotltlb tkH tbWkf^ 
it, afad trith ^ ttfild'skfi^li cktlght it itf 
their arms. 

Vaballathfts^ otrtbtdthei"! bbtti^wly 
idlled-^still wartii, O ]|Serhaj)s ititt liviri'^f 
06 
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j^— Softly, my cbildren, said Victoria ; 
bring it hither*— if life remains^ alarm die 
palace, and send for help ; if dead, take 
it hence,, ere thy mother again revive. 

Victoria examined the body, and 
found the heart deeply stabbed ; Refrain, 
dear boys^ she said^ from useless lament 
tation, and take this murdered innocecit 
to Sabina and the women within ; im* 
pose silence on them, and retnm hither : 
if you are also marked as victims, be 
your bed of death the side of your mo-: 
then . 

Her^nnianus clasped the body in hie 
anns^ and, assisted by Timolaus, who ia 
vain strove to stifle his gusfaii^ tears^ 
guitted the apartment, but when they 
^rtered tbi^t wherein were assembled the 
captive Palmyrenians, diey could no 
longer refrain their gri^: with sobs and 
lamentations they mourned over Vabal- 
lathus^ aud hung in anguish on each 
other's neck. 

On their, offering to return wjmt 
they had left their mothi^^i they w«re 
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prevenjted by Claudian^ who hastily en-* 
tered^ teitor and alarm in his connte- 
xiauce; taking a hand of each of the 
princes^ he led them away as hastily^ and 
in profound silence. 

Where^ O where is this hapless 
queen ? demanded a voice from without 
die door of Zenobia's room> and Mar* 
cellos appeared ; Victoria pointed to the 
senseless form of Zenobia^ and stilly bnt in 
Tain^ continued to administer restoratives. 

What, O what hath happened to pro-^ 
duce this unforeseen and croel change iq 
Aurelian ? enquired Victoria of her hus* 
band Claudian> who now joined them ; 
Vaballathus is murdered, and doubtless 
his brothers are to share his fate ; is this 
the promise of your emperor? this his 
fidelity to the oath he took, of restoring 
Zenobia and her chfldren to Palmyra ? 

O Victoria, replied Claudian, had 
Palmyra still existed, Aurelian would 
have kept his oath, but on this earth, 
tibftro is no lopger a Palmyra. Reflect on 
the day w« reached the shores of Asia, 



rettdy to embark for Enropfe :.on that dur^ 
B soMicr arrivcd'ta oar tslinp, whose dire 
(iil!ell{gef)ce was ccfttvefei ttt bat feW 
words: ^ Eifiperor/ *said fee, ^ Paitoyta 
has revolted; Antiochtrs^ the fathw of 
Zenobia^ is proclaimed kitig^ and San* 
dariori attd iShy^rrisoh are massacred; 
of tbe^ifie htindr^d Rtim^tis fcft in th^t 
^ce I only have escaped the sword.' 

True ; aks ? added M^rcelltis, we were 
present. The isoMier had ^cacrcely ceased 
sjieaking/ when Aurelian, a< the head 
of thirty thousami troops, gallbped from 
the camp breathing v^geatic6 and exter- 
mination against the hapdess, the faith- 
less city. An *eagle on a nest of rejoicing 
«|«irrows he fell ; Palrayta Was taken and 
sackfedV thiSVhole of the Ihhabitants of 
hbthisexes; of every rank and age, wert5 
put to death, and'the btiildings set 6n fire < 
houses, ''"palaces, churches, ^ynagognes^ 
And templfes, all were in 'flames ; molten 
gold ai/d sllvei* mingled with the Mood of 
the sTatrghtered people flowed tlirOtigh the 
streets ; even Aurefian himself cottid ndt 
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Mstram iiie innf ^' bis soldisTS^ and 
liiangb he (Coramaiidbd^ nay^: implored 
tfaebfi-to spare ibe Temple of tht Sfm, 
k ^as ilestvoyed hy tibe engiuss of war ; 
Bffikhfaig iobiiir: remains bvt its stopendbus 
and nagnifibent rittne. 

And was Antiochur also slain? de^ 
sdAnded:' VSqtoria.^llie firsts : readied 
GIbiuiaaii) none wet^e spared hot the 
Clii^ikians ; tfae^,. lutving nemonstrated 
ysk^imi^ HvHh tlie Pdlmjr'renftans^ on their 
tramcl^eraas add icrael design against lh« 
hnoiajie^: ^hongfa' imgh Sandarion^* and 
the well-iaclined garrison^ timely removed 
tbebi^elwes ; from Palmyra to JSmessa; 
FreiBthence^ under the gnidancebf Tbeo-^ 
doqns iheir .p^ripivh (who wasfonrid al 
tbestorihitig o£theplaoa- perishing in the 
dnngeofis of the city% Jhey.wiU hereaftee 
hepei^aiittBd by« Anfeltan tot settle at f^ 
rusalem. ' )• v' ... ! ' a. 

}S. The severity • of tW emperor * to- 
i9md» ' hhik fallea iqneen^ oontimiedy 
SiavdaUliB^ 'proceeds from snspidon ithaii 
sAie^wad ihe secnet agent. t^caa&sd tbm 
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massacre of his brave troops, an'd favonrile 
Sandarion. Thus Palmyra is razed; and 
who the' author of her destruction ?— Net 
the Roman^ but the remains of that per- 
nicious faction, which 'first advised Zeno* 
bia to act contrary to tlie wisdom and jus- 
tice of Odenathus. 

She revives, said Victoria, be not seen, 
let me alone tell to her ear this mournful 
intelligence; she is already acquainted 
with the death of all' her friends, Orodes^ 
^abdas, Longinus — she hath already seen 
the body of her slaughtered child Ya-* 
ballathus, that came upon her unpre- 
pared and hath thus affiscted her ; but 
this death of her kingdom, this total an- 
nihilation of all . her hopes, I take upon 
myself to make known.— rAlas ! however 
gentle my caution, I anticipate the con-* 
sequence, for is not the fate of Palmyra' 
and of Zenobia one ? 

Claudian and 'Marcellns retired ; 2^- 
nobta recovered, and slowly looked aionnd 
for her living sons, tlien at Victoria isk 
speechless enquiry of what had beooBM 
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of theiD> Victoria understandingitibe look 
went to sedc the princes^ and Zendbialong 
remaioied alone. 

.Again the door opened ; a door wfaicfa 
seemed to her that of fate^ and a atrao^r 
dad in long loose robes; appeared at the. 
entrance, his feet naked, his head nnco* 
vered, his snnken cheek most pal^, his 
eye most langnid^ and his pale lip9 tnN»* 
bling with emotion : the staff fell from his 
gi^p, he nttered a sigh of agony a6 he 
looked npon Zenohia thns, and rushing 
forward, seieed her cold, her faded, and 
enchained hand ; she felt it moisiteQed 
with the drops of tenderness. 

Theodosias ! she cried, and for the first 
time since she had wept npon the marble 
statue of Odenatbus, . bnrst into tears : 
her tears fell, npon the sacred head of 
him^ who, when she was enthroned, had 
abhorred to bow the worshipping knee 
before her, who had refosed undue homage 
to sceptred, authority, of him who byad 
declared he never would fwsake her. 
Tbeodosios ! O my father ! and am I 



^lill iicmanbdred'of tbee^-'-^lbmemtefdA! 

not that, when deprived- of empire^ |W- 
crent9> ehiiidren^^fiiidiidsi^liibeMy, almdst of 
ii^^ ithat IlrwmM nefer^ft^sake tilde'? 
tDid)K aotipTomitfeto^gtm^ by'fliyi)#d>^, 
•nitary an4 of dM;^,?0'tboa belott^dldft 
^ne! landrwfaispcT'to fhybrealdiBg'b^ayt 
-comfort and <ialvatidii ? * 

ta tibe God of mercy/ wWtlitis Sfteni^tii 
iMke ankirther fenddr tff 'ferg^^mem, 'tl^ 
glided ifrom the conchy atid aidMl 'hf 
t^icforia^ \#ho shor% fdttmied^ fkfiMlt^ki 
hnmble supplicaition'; ^at'lftpe.'sdMe 'tiinis 
«Qlfri!Krizing tbe potpiarcb by a sign to as- 
«i^t *hw with his pirayers. 
' *Ene I oomplyi Z^nc^a^ ^aSd be^ ^Mf^ 
should AureHan fffetib restore ^thee to 
thy rtbfrone and pe^ople, <With ^undittii^ 
^i^bed power on the express cotiSitibiav 
that ^hois'soieitfnly'abjnrest Cbrifirtmnlty, 
fAiat wduld'be^thy choicii?-^De(ttb fH^ 
ther than *cempliititie> waB the ^aMW^*; 
mA snppbrting her weak iiiid esbaiisted 



4i^1ww« *wl »VWj : Tiwi >aJo»« ca«$t lai- 

^v^tf^d my |)f^«t ,foeUDgs; tbroagb 

mf ,iif cuMs^d^ ;^i4 , glUkis the Jiealiqg 

^^jfl^ij^iftf, CQ^i^4f^^(9J^^: and >tb^;gla4 ^hofe 

,^firy|enrtib^Q earth I at this^moment Sf^, 
Jb(f|;tfr pi;e|^re^,fprtbe life tp oo0ie,'tbitn 
^ftjpetqr^^^y 9pvsereign power. 
,,, ^ ^n^tilfti ^^^id XbMidosiiia ,^Utsm^f 
jfj^t 'W^, aiPfcctiOT, iiion bftst jli^d rthe 
;)QOi^rAt Q|f jpenopttoi^g .^nc^pti^ .:for tlie s^rifie 
, Af .beav^p, and be tbjr fatore lifer^^^wted 

iqg .tbe,:Way.1» that be^Vreqi. JJow «t 
tbou able^ hasttJt^Hi,j^i;|l»tu4fb bftst 

^tbo^u i s^^^i^t; ^rength of rmind' !t9 hear 
ifjfffj^ flie thp. .WEfbl Amtbi,, ^fe it, fi»fi 
tll^iySk^ Ijl^fttmnder w.th^e^ Iftq^ ;tbi»'lj]t8 
;<)f; j^ ,<*ijel:ai»4 ¥ii?d^Jsv«e,^W»K?; iBufc 



SOS zknbtiAy 

thou wilt diviite what my toDgae cannot 
utter.— I know^ said Zenobiay that I Have 
lost my youngest boy : I saw his liiMese 
mangldd bosom, but my' two elder are 
liviilg; at least they were, ere at i^hat 
- sight my eyes closed ; they supported iDfy 
fetters ; they were at my side : Timolaos, 
Herennianos, my sons, where natt they?^ 
Be calm, said Theodo8ins,'rdid 'not 
allnde to them. — ^My friends^ I already 
know, are ail massacred. Is my father 
then — but what evil can have befaltek 
him? If removed by death (for he was 
aged) then indeed must I latheiit in sor» 
tow, that having lived to behold my loi^ 
of power, he shonld not have been spared 
to witness its recovery: I fondly hoped 
my father wonld, have been the first to wel- 
come me, my children, ' and my captive 
subjects back to Pfeiltnyra. ' 

To Palmyra! said the patriarch hiding 
his face in bis' hand. — ^Even so, returned 
Zenobia amazed, canst thou be ignorant 
of the promise inade me by the eiiifperor? 
of the terms^on which alone I consented 



toAppMT ft.cbftiQctd priMaei; in histri^ 
tunph? b%d M mi^dfi iQy returfi to my 
q|[W|i^.pqW more thaq.eyer beloved Ps^lri 
myra the conditions^ I wouldigladly^ a^ 
Yalepat^ tQ.Sapor^ l^ave^jd^ly bpwed my 
nfpk 14s f^^t^Qol* 

O Zenobia !. exclaimed Victon/ij; em* . 
ht§^§ hfi* sajtd, bursting into t/^nn.-^ 
Q^AT ^^ hopool^ qa«^^ 64ud Tbeodo-* 
8iM jitgaiii loMMding a^d taking bet l^nd;. 
AU psJiei a^i^t: Mild con vulafsd^. bI^ looked 
«l|ter0fttf|y:9Jb eaob. ; 

: jlpeidcy . ^bo saidi balf risings and in ia. ^ 
Toic^ $6 le^j so fai&t^ titwijtit could bardLy : 
bijd>9tii<giiiike[dji spqak/ nor thm longer 
t^rlwe jUHj for BO toitnie; equals, that <tf 
sfi»pw8ei ; tell me at once^ . that myelder 
childi^n are )ftl^ ^lem bjr Aoi^liani wi I ; 
nsh, a distracted motheti (^hroigih^tfaai 
streets of Rome^ invoking the vengeance 
c£ the Romans^ om the barbarous tyrant 
whom I prophecy will not long outlive 
my murdered boy ; murder awaits him ! 
Say that my father is dead^ and I devote 
myse]£ to MgreiV^Uii 'Hos^ in 



^1^ rm^MA^ke^r '-'' 

my Palmym is ttn^iaoi^v tltkt^^my p^j^fdff^ 
are slaughtered; tbaO'Sfty ^ity^s'tfiikslfl^; 
or -my Iittart ''breaks! r/^^^in'A^vi^^^ 'n'^^ m.^.- 
Pftknyra is 'n^'J«lkoM>![^'^lahM4(«ar 
tremendous voice: tby pt$0})l#Wi sUu^^ 
terdd;-'thy city is-itiiadfeis.' -^ -^'"''^^ ' * 
--They XWt^^i^^fXBiA' h^^i^ltV^ 
ligentiy agUiMt tti^d0Gb^Jp)»M;<^^ jg^atltSii 
figure^ bobtto^l^ih ici#tli(>(^^^d(i^^^)llj^ 

of exquisite die^ and heddfiMirfi^^4[iy»^ 
britliatt«iii«iiiy'%iifmi>iltit«d»i4^tlft»^{^^ 
rel cti^AfWio^^ikfim^ ^^^% Amieliafl'.^n> / 

btokbnYat nhfair/4;iitird^^ 'thU^pili|i44dft^ 
Vloioiiatwid<^#d 1ibtfilak<^^^£i3%|^^^ 
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